Psalm 119 and various others

May 15, 2005

O That We Might Cherish the Words of God

(laser for life to stop nicotine addiction)
Last week we discussed the story of Jehoiakim and his burning the scroll of the Lord; this week, we continue in that same vein, studying the implications of Jeremiah 36.  That is, we are to love the Word (words) of God with a burning zeal, or zealously.  Today we will cover a few things that we are to do with regard to the Bible: Read and study it; meditate on and memorize it; talk about it; obey it; and, above all, love (cherish) it.
I. Read and study the Bible:

How much do you read the Bible?
Why don’t we, as a whole, read our Bibles as God desires that we should?

Proverbs 2:6

For the LORD gives wisdom, and from his mouth come knowledge and understanding.

Ephesians 6:17

Take (up) the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

1 Timothy 4:13

Until I come, devote yourself (give heed) to the public reading of Scripture, to preaching and to teaching.

*Deuteronomy 8:3

He humbled you, causing you to hunger and then feeding you with manna, which neither you nor your fathers had known, to teach you that man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD.

*Jeremiah 15:16

When your words came, I ate them; they were my joy and my heart’s delight, for I bear your name, O LORD God Almighty.
*2 Timothy 2:15

Study (do your best, lit. be diligent) to show yourself approved unto God, a workman that needs not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
We may understand the concept of reading the Bible well enough, but the idea of studying makes us recoil because it requires time, dedication, and real mental action.

Whereas we may not enjoy studying some topics in school because the material is inapplicable, when it comes to studying the Word of God, which is our life and which sustains us, we have much to study for our benefit.  If a person were uncertain whether a given venture would be successful, it would be reasonable to approach it with caution.  However, when dealing with the Bible, which we know offers us glimpses into reality, eternity, and the heart and mind of God, we should approach it with enthusiasm.
How much do you study the Bible?

Why don’t most of us study our Bibles as God desires that we should?  At one extreme, we’re too busy; at the other, we’re too lazy.  Somewhere in the middle, if many of us would be honest, we’d rather not.  It takes time.
Why don’t we understand Christianity in intellectual terms?  We are spawning a generation of youths that subconsciously dislike school in favor of ten thousand other options, and when a person is smart, we have our choice labels for them: nerds and geeks.  Our culture’s distaste of learning and a prevailing sense of anti-intellectualism have rubbed off on the church.  Most people can’t defend what they believe let alone articulate what they believe.  

II. Meditate on and memorize the Bible
*Joshua 1:8

Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it.

*John 14:26

But the Counselor, in the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.

*Colossians 3:16

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.

Psalm 119
15 I meditate on your precepts 
       and consider your ways.

48 I lift up my hands to your commands, which I love, 
       and I meditate on your decrees.

97 Oh, how I love your law! 
       I meditate on it all day long.

99 I have more insight than all my teachers, 
       for I meditate on your statutes.

148 My eyes stay open through the watches of the night,
       that I may meditate on your promises.
III. Obey the Bible
*James 1:22-25

Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves.  Do what it says.  Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like the man who looks at his face in a mirror and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like.  But the man who looks intently into the law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it—he will be blessed in what he does.

*Hebrews 4:12

For the Word of God is living and active.  Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.

*2 Timothy 3:16, 17

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.

I-III. Cherish the Bible, which, if you do, will lead to all of the above.
How much do you cherish the Bible?  Your answer to this question is a culmination of how much you read and study the Bible, how much you meditate on and memorize the Bible, and how well you obey the Bible.
For those of you who don’t bring your Bibles, why not?

For those of you who don’t read the Bible passage that we’re studying in class before coming to class, why not?

How do you feel when you neglect reading the Bible?  Is there any guilt?
Although I realize that this is stereotypical, but as virtually all stereotypes have legitimate basis I’m certain that this one does to, have you ever felt convicted when you saw dust accumulating on your Bible?

How do you feel when someone places something on top of a Bible?

What do you think when you see someone throwing a Bible on the ground?
What would you think if you saw someone burning a Bible?  How would you feel?

Why do we protect the physical book in which the words of God are contained more than we seek to preserve those words in our own lives?
Psalm 119
Delight in God’s words:
16 I delight in your decrees; 
       I will not neglect your word.

24 Your statutes are my delight; 
       they are my counselors.

35 Direct me in the path of your commands, 
       for there I find delight.

143 Trouble and distress have come upon me, 
       but your commands are my delight.

174 I long for your salvation, O LORD, 
       and your law is my delight.

Love God’s words:
127 Because I love your commands 
       more than gold, more than pure gold,

140 Your promises have been thoroughly tested, 
       and your servant loves them.

163 I hate and abhor falsehood 
       but I love your law.

167 I obey your statutes, 
       for I love them greatly.

Consumed with longing for God’s words:

20 My soul is consumed with longing 
       for your laws at all times.

God’s words are precious:
72 The law from your mouth is more precious to me 
       than thousands of pieces of silver and gold.
In the Old Testament, especially in Psalm 119, there are many words that refer to the Old Testament including the law (or laws), statutes, precepts, decrees, commands, and promises, and each of these illuminates an aspect of God’s words.  1) It is a law that is to be obeyed in the sense of legality.  There is a divine law, which is eternally binding.  2) It is a list of statutes that regulate life and the way that we are to make decisions and to exercise the freedoms of life that God has given us.  3) It is decreed by God that they are incontrovertible and as certain the throne of God, Himself.  When God decrees, He issues with all solemnity.  4) It is a body of commands that are mandatory (“mand” is the root morpheme in both command and mandatory).  We are required to adhere to His commands that it may be well with us.  5) Finally, God’s word comes along the lines of promises that we might realize that He has vouched by the authority and glory of His name.

There are but few verses in the New Testament that refer to reading the New Testament.  This is because the apostolic authors who wrote or passed on the information contained in the New Testament did not know that what was being written would be compiled into the authoritative text of Christianity for nearly two millennia.  Whereas they almost certainly understood that what was being written was given by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit (cf. 2 Tim. 3:16), the compilation of these writings was not foreseen.  All of Christendom accepts the New Testament canon including 27 books as authoritative.

However, although there is a dearth of passages that dictate the reading the New Testament, yet there are a few that unequivocally teach that we are to read the Word.  Before one can understand what he or she is to do, that person must know what is required or expected of him or her.  We must read to discover what God would have us to do.  Reading something is the most foundational level of assimilated that which is passed on in writing.  (Instead of reading, one could always have it read to them, but this is certainly rarer.  That is, it used to be the primary means of transmitting the Pauline epistles and the Gospels to the early church because there were few copies.  Now, though, since the invention of the printing press, we each can have a copy (or multiple copies) of the Bible ourselves.  However, we yet may hear the Word read by purchasing the Bible on tape or CDs.)  Before something can be studied with any depth or meditated on, it must be assimilated.  We virtually always assimilate the written word through reading.  Therefore, if we are to fulfill the more profound commands of Scripture, we must understand that we must start at reading the Word of God.

When learning is devalued in society, ignorance abounds.  When ignorance abounds, immorality abounds because we choose not to know what could be known that, if known, would keep us from immorality.  (This argument does not work backward: learning doesn’t cause morality, but morality cannot exist without learning.)

...the words of the Lord are forever…in a day rife with fast fading fads, we yet have that which is eternally fast.

