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Don’t Burn God’s Word—Let It Burn in You
Say you ran a company and someone completed a detailed analysis of that company that found your company to be involved in shady, illegal business practices.  This person told you that if you didn’t make drastic changes, the government would shut your company down and arrest you, leaving you penniless.  How would you accept a report like this?
This is what happened to Jehoiakim.  His country was given a prophetic audit, a report that, if heeded, would have prevented the capture of all Judah’s houses, goods, people, and wealth, yet Jehoiakim burned it, the divine audit, regarding it as worthless.  Woe to anyone who neglects God’s Word because, by doing so, he or she does the same thing.
I was considering taking a copy of the Bible and burning it so that you would have a vivid image “burned” in your minds of what Jehoiakim did.  I was hoping that after you had seen a copy of the Bible be burned that you would have been shocked by having seen what a horrid sight it is that God’s Word may be consumed, if not by physical flames, then by the flames of your neglecting it on your nightstand, bookcase, dresser, table, or desk.  A closed, unread Bible, collecting dust, is as pathetic as a Bible in ashes.
Jeremiah 36:1-7
v. 2
First God speaks, and second He commands that His spoken words be written down.


God does not speak to hear Himself speak.
God has already spoken these words to the people on a number of occasions.  Why does He want His spoken word written down? What are the benefits of a written word? Lasts longer, greater circulation, can be used for reference, faithful transmission (people may forget or change words in retelling)
“[A]ll the words I have spoken to you…from the time I began speaking to you…till now.”  What does that mean to us?  We are responsible for all the past lessons that we have been taught.
v. 3
What does God hope to do by having His words written down?  Lead the people to repentance and thus forgo punishing them.  God takes no pleasure in the destruction of the wicked. (also in v. 7)
v. 6
Why should Baruch go down to read these words on a day of fasting?
If we don’t read the Bible, we cannot encourage and challenge our saved friends with Scripture, nor can we speak intelligibly to our unsaved friends.

Can you imagine a pilot in the air force going out to war who knows how to fly his jet but doesn’t know how to fire his missiles?  How is it, then, that we can imagine and even live out the scenario of a Christian soldier, fighting against the devil, and not know our only offensive weapon, the Word of God, which is the sword of the Spirit?
Jeremiah 36:21-25
v. 23
How do we essentially throw God’s words “into the firepot” as Jehoiakim did?  We don’t read it; we read it superficially; we don’t believe what we read; we spurn and disregard the commands of God that we do read; we show no fear of God; etc.
v. 24
Notice how, when someone influential shows no fear, others are emboldened to do the same.  Sin is contagious, but then again, so is righteousness.
v. 25
We should be thankful that we nearly always have a human voice of reason harkening us away from rash decisions before God—be it our parents or Christian friends.  Yet, even when there is no human voice, God’s Spirit reminds us that God is to be feared and His ways obeyed.
Jeremiah 36:27-32
v. 28
This morning, I will debunk a common practical myth among Christians: Ignoring God’s Word will never make it go away.  Ignoring God’s Word is simply that and no more—it is turning blind eyes toward God’s desires for your life, a life that He created and owns.
v. 29
Here, Jehoiakim is not fond of the news that God had told Jeremiah to dictate, that Judah would be destroyed.  But our personal dislikes of God’s commands are no rational grounds on which to reject them.


Fill in the following sentence with responses that a typical college student would give: I don’t like to ________; therefore, I won’t. (secular: pay taxes, obey the speed limit, do homework, get to work on time; biblical: love my neighbor, love the church [by calling my siblings in Christ to encourage them and build relationships], obey my parents, forgive people, love my enemies, witness to my friends, read the Bible, study the Bible, pray)

This exercise demonstrates how glaringly flawed our reasoning is.
vv. 30, 31   There will always be consequences when you disobey God’s Word.
v. 32
Recall that even the Ten Commandments were given twice.  Moses threw the first stone tablets on the ground out of anger and frustration, and God gave him a second set.
I. Reading the Bible: How much do you read the Bible?
How often do you read your Bible?
Why don’t we, as a whole, read our Bibles as God desires that we should?

II. Studying the Bible: How much do you study the Bible?
2 Timothy 2:15

Study (lit. be diligent) to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

How often do you study your Bible?

Why don’t most of us study our Bibles as God desires that we should?
Our culture’s distaste of learning and a prevailing sense of anti-intellectualism have rubbed off on the church.  We subconsciously teach our children to spurn learning and school.

Most people can’t defend what they believe, let alone articulate what they believe.  

Where learning is devalued in a society, there will ignorance abound.  Where ignorance abounds, there will immorality because we choose not to know what could be known to keep us from immorality.  *Note, this argument does not work backward: morality doesn’t have to follow learning, but morality cannot exist without learning.

III. Cherishing the Bible: How much do you cherish the Bible?
How do you feel when someone places something on top of a Bible?

What do you think when you see someone throwing a Bible on the ground?
What would you think if you saw someone burning a Bible?  How would you feel?

For those of you who don’t bring your Bibles, why not?

For those of you who don’t read the Bible passage that we’re studying in class before coming to class, why not?

How do you feel when you neglect reading the Bible?

Have you ever felt convicted when you see dust accumulating on your Bible?

What do you think when you audaciously go against the commands in the Bible?
Read passages from Psalm 119 if time permits.

Delight in God’s law:
16 I delight in your decrees; 
       I will not neglect your word.

24 Your statutes are my delight; 
       they are my counselors.

35 Direct me in the path of your commands, 
       for there I find delight.

143 Trouble and distress have come upon me, 
       but your commands are my delight.

174 I long for your salvation, O LORD, 
       and your law is my delight.

Love God’s commands:
127 Because I love your commands 
       more than gold, more than pure gold,

140 Your promises have been thoroughly tested, 
       and your servant loves them.

163 I hate and abhor falsehood 
       but I love your law.

167 I obey your statutes, 
       for I love them greatly.

Consumed with longing for God’s law:
20 My soul is consumed with longing 
       for your laws at all times.

God’s law is precious:
72 The law from your mouth is more precious to me 
       than thousands of pieces of silver and gold.

Meditate on God’s precepts:
15 I meditate on your precepts 
       and consider your ways.

48 I lift up my hands to your commands, which I love, 
       and I meditate on your decrees.

97 Oh, how I love your law! 
       I meditate on it all day long.

99 I have more insight than all my teachers, 
       for I meditate on your statutes.

148 My eyes stay open through the watches of the night,
       that I may meditate on your promises.
