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Be a Model of Obedience or Be Shamed by One Who Is


Philippians 3:17

Join with others in following my example, brothers, and take note of those who live according to the pattern we gave you.

1 Corinthians 11:1

Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ.
Let students form groups of four or so.

How are you known by your friends, parents, coworkers?  What do they say about you?

How do you want to be known by others?  What do you want others to say about you?
Were your answers the same?
Most people underestimate how vivid of an impression that others can have of them.
People are going to talk about you—be it mutual friends or at work among coworkers or superiors.  And what they say may be truer than our self-image.

What the show What Not to Wear teaches us about image: although our image speaks in words imperceptible to the ear, yet it communicates as undeniably as do those words that are heard.

Most of us are entirely oblivious of others’ perceptions of us.  That is, our awareness is subconscious and motivates us unwittingly to want faster and more stylish cars, houses that are more expensive, and jobs that are more prestigious.  If we brought our self-image to our conscious minds, I doubt that we would be so engrossed by needing to make a good impression.  What do you think?  We’d certainly could be more rational.
Many of us are more than oblivious—we don’t even care, which is so dangerous.
How would you like to be known by God?  What would you like Him to say about you?
The strongest evidence that you can give in support of Christianity is a life that reflects the change that God has worked in your heart.
Today’s lesson is one on obedience with an eye toward the image that we give off to others.  That is, we’re going to discuss how our obedience or disobedience affects how others view us, which, in turn, affects how God can use us to witness to, instruct, or minister to these people on whom we’ve left an impression.
You either can be a model of obedience or be shamed by one who is.

Read Jeremiah 35:1-16

Verses 1-5
There is nothing inherently evil about drinking wine as there is nothing inherently evil about driving 80 mph.  However, as driving 80 mph is breaking a specified law, so was drinking wine breaking the command that the Recabites were given.

Give some examples of things that we can do that are not inherently immoral but are off limits simply because of a law or a parent’s, teacher’s, or boss’  command.
law: speeding, gambling in some states, evading taxes

parent: curfew, leaving the house when grounded, hanging out with certain people

teacher: talking in class/disrupting class, skipping class

boss: sleeping on the job, not showing up for work

Why does God tell Jeremiah to bring the Recabites to the house of the Lord to test them?
Because who you are outside of church (the building) you will be in church.  You can be an actor, but who you doesn’t change.

Verses 6-11

Notice the free flowing “because” after they had declined to drink the wine.  What does the “because” do to the prior statement “We do not drink wine”?  It reinforces it.  When you do something, know why you do it and don’t be ashamed of it.
Notice too that they said, “We do not drink wine.”  When you have people bound together to follow the same command, obedience is easier.  Surround yourselves with others who are seeking to obey God.  A three-cord strand is not easily broken.

We are obligated to obey our parents.

Why did Jonadab give the Recabites this command not to drink wine?  It is part of the Nazarite vow.  It is a prudent and temperate self-denial.

What did Jonadab mean to teach his ancestors by commanding that they dwell in tents?  They would remain humble (not too big for their britches), mobile (as nomads on this earth), and carefree (own little and have little concern).

So, looking at the great benefits that would come of their remaining faithful to these commands, do you think that Jonadab gave these commands out of ill will?  So it is with your parents, teachers, bosses, and government.  So it is with God.
Verses 12-16
How many of you have siblings?
To those of you with siblings, have your parents ever praised one of your siblings more than they did on you?

Have they ever given you the line, “Why can’t you be more like _____?”  How do you respond?
How do we respond, in general, when people are invoked as examples for us to follow?

Consider that the Recabites obeyed the commands of their ancestor Jonadab.  Yet, many “Christians” will not obey God.  Why is it reasonable that God’s people should obey God more readily than Jonadab’s descendents obeyed him?
1. Jonadab’s authority is rooted in God’s authority.

2. God will still alive to enforce His commands whereas Jonadab was dead.

3. God had reminded Israel of His commands more frequently than Jonadab had reminded them of his commands.

4. God wasn’t even asking for complete prohibition of alcohol or mass tent dwellings as Jonadab was.

5. God cared for Israel incomparably more intensely than did Jonadab.

6. God could punish His people much more severely than Jonadab ever could.
Today’s lesson is a call to obedience.  Is there a domain of obedience in your life with which you have been wrestling?

This may be a backdoor that leads you to obedience in your life.  We’re not called to be obedient that we might become a good example for God; we are obedient simply because God commands it.  The Recabites didn’t obey that they might one day be made an example of, but because they were obedient, they were prepared to be an example.

You cannot be an effective witness for Jesus Christ…

You cannot be one who faithfully and accurately teaches God’s ways…

You cannot minister to those on whom you’ve left a sour impression.

You either can be a model of obedience or be shamed by one who is.
