Heb. 8:7-13 (Jer. 31:31-34) and Jer. 33:14-16 
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The New Covenant—A Covenant of Hope
Has anyone incited any grizzly bears to maul them this week…any vipers to bite them?

What was the topic last week? God’s wrath toward the believer.

Last week was a lesson of admonition or one of warning, but this week we have a lesson of hope, founded in the mercy of God.  It is not that this mercy does away with God’s wrath, for He still judges us all.  Yet, the believer’s forgiveness in God is eternal whereas any wrath that we face from God lasts only for a time.
Jeremiah 25:8-11

Therefore, the LORD Almighty says this: “Because you have not listened to my words, I will summon all the peoples of the north and my servant Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon,” declares the LORD, “and I will bring them against this land and its inhabitants and against all the surrounding nations. I will completely destroy them and make them an object of horror and scorn, and an everlasting ruin. I will banish from them the sounds of joy and gladness, the voices of bride and bridegroom, the sound of millstones and the light of the lamp. This whole country will become a desolate wasteland, and these nations will serve the king of Babylon seventy years.
God is a God of perfect balance:  He justly punishes sin and rewards righteousness.  I never want to focus primarily on one and not the other because they are both equally true.

What can you tell me about the differences between the Old and New Covenants?
Hebrews 8:7-13 (Jeremiah 31:31-34)
	7For if there had been nothing wrong with that first covenant, no place would have been sought for another.  8But God found fault with the people and said:
“The time is coming, declares the Lord, 
      when I will make a new covenant
with the house of Israel 
      and with the house of Judah.
9It will not be like the covenant 
      I made with their forefathers 
when I took them by the hand 
      to lead them out of Egypt,
because they did not remain faithful to my covenant, 
      and I turned away from them,

declares the Lord.
10This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel
      after that time, declares the Lord.
I will put my laws in their minds 
      and write them on their hearts.
I will be their God, 
      and they will be my people.
11No longer will a man teach his neighbor, 
      or a man his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’
because they will all know me, 
      from the least of them to the greatest. 
12For I will forgive their wickedness 
      and will remember their sins no more.”
   13By calling this covenant “new,” he has made the first one obsolete; and what is obsolete and aging will soon disappear.
	What would you say to someone who asks you why God made a faulty covenant first and then had to correct His mistake?

What if they ask why God contradicted Himself by instituting a second covenant—in the first one, He’s malicious; in the second, He’s benevolent?
What was wrong with the first covenant?
Notice how God always takes the initiative.

This contrasts with all other religions.

If He makes the covenant, He sets the terms.

What image does the phrase, “took them by the hand,” paint? a child, blind person, a cripple
Again, we observe that God is not to blame but the people.

Notice that it says “my laws” and not “new laws”.  God’s laws will never fade away.

What is significant about writing the laws on a person’s mind and heart?
What is significant about the mind and heart of a person?

How does God write His laws in our hearts and minds?  Holy Spirit (Jms. 4:5; Gal. 4:6)

What does God mean by saying that He will be our God?

We are related to and identified by one another.  

How should the fact that we are His people change the way that we make decisions? (Rev. 21:2-5)

He can humble or exalt us as we can to Him.
This does not mean that under the new covenant there is no accountability among believers.

What does this mean, then? No one has exclusive rights before God, nor is any person fully dependent on others (priests) for their intercession with God.  Each person is personally responsible before God.
We who know Christ as Savior are forgiven.  There is no more striving to pay for sins but simply to love God fully.

The degree to which we understand the magnitude of the sins in our lives that God has forgiven is the magnitude of our gratefulness toward God for His forgiveness.

The law is only a shadow of the good things that are coming—not the realities themselves (Heb. 10:1a); the reality, however, is found in Christ (Col. 2:17).


Take-home message:

A. We looked at the new covenant, which is an intimate, internal covenant of grace, founded on Jesus’ blood.

1.
Thank God that He has provided the once-for-all sacrifice.

2.
Build your intimacy with God every day.

B. We talked about what we can do to fulfill our obligation to love one another.

3.
Develop relationships in here.

C. We discussed two early church creeds.  

4.
Gain an appreciation for the worldwide body of believers whom God loves.  When we understand how much greater than ourselves is the Church, we will be inclined to respond to it in love.

Cut for time considerations:

Jeremiah 33:14-16 – God’s New Covenant Enacted via the Messiah

	14 “ ‘The days are coming,’ declares the LORD, ‘when I will fulfill the gracious promise I made to the house of Israel and to the house of Judah.

15 “ ‘In those days and at that time 

    I will make a righteous Branch sprout from David’s line;

    he will do what is just and right in the land.

16 In those days Judah will be saved 

    and Jerusalem will live in safety. 

    This is the name by which it will be called: 

    The LORD Our Righteousness.’ ”
	find passages on God’s promise(s)

The Branch will be just and right. (Heb. 7:26-28 [cf. 7:22])

How is Jesus (y)our righteousness?

1 Cor. 1:30; 2 Cor. 5:21; Gal. 2:21; 3:6; Phil 3:9




