What we can do to fulfill our obligation to love one another, that is, the Church.
Weekly, I am assaulted with the cancerous reality that, to so many people, church has become a spectator sport, a routine fanfare of sorts, and a virtual monologue.
It’s something that we watch but in which we so seldom participate because, to be candid, most of the time we have nothing to add because we haven’t been faithful in seeking God throughout the week.  We listen to the pastor and the teacher.  We stand when prompted and read when asked.  We sit and let our minds wander about people and things to do and things to buy and what we’ll do when we’re dismissed because we’d rather be in ten thousand and three other places than right here, right now.
We consider that when the preacher stops preaching and the teacher stops teaching then so does our involvement with them and so does our involvement with the subject on which they were speaking.

When will we see that Church is the object of God’s pure and holy affection of His sincere and passionate desire?  When will we see that the person in the chair next to me and, yes, even that one across the room whom I don’t even know but may know their face as well as I know the wrapper on the candy I purchased yesterday, are they who are loved by the same Father and share in the same, rich inheritance of which I claim to be a part, the same Spirit that binds all of God’s children into serene and perfect harmony, and the same marred and crucified Savior, Jesus our Lord, both of them and of me?  When?
We who are known by ourselves as Christians often distance ourselves from Christ more than football fans do with football, yet Christ is as inextricable from the word Christian as football is to phrase football fan.  Without Christ, a Christian is leveled to an “un” as a football fan with football merely blows its enthusiasm to the wind, to nothing in particular.

Make it a point to build relationships with each other in here.  Make it a point to call at least three people in here in a week.  Call those whom you don’t know, to encourage them in their walks in the Lord.  Pray for one another.
