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God’s Wrath toward the Believer

How many of you have ever egged on a pet, especially a cat or a dog?  Why?
How many of you would irritate a viper coiled in front of you (and there’s nothing separating you from the viper except air)?  What about a lion?  A mama grizzly bear?  Why not?

How many of you have egged on a friend?  Why?

How many of you have egged on a serial killer?  What about any person with a gun?  Why not?

How many of us have egged on God?  Granted, He is patient, but His patience has limits.

	1 The word came to Jeremiah concerning all the people of Judah in the fourth year of Jehoiakim son of Josiah king of Judah, which was the first year of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon. 2 So Jeremiah the prophet said to all the people of Judah and to all those living in Jerusalem: 3 For twenty-three years—from the thirteenth year of Josiah son of Amon king of Judah until this very day—the word of the LORD has come to me and I have spoken to you again and again, but you have not listened. 
4 And though the LORD has sent all his servants the prophets to you again and again, you have not listened or paid any attention. 5 They said, “Turn now, each of you, from your evil ways and your evil practices, and you can stay in the land the LORD gave to you and your fathers for ever and ever. 6 Do not follow other gods to serve and worship them; do not provoke me to anger with what your hands have made. Then I will not harm you.” 
7 “But you did not listen to me,” declares the LORD, “and you have provoked me with what your hands have made, and you have brought harm to yourselves.” 
8 Therefore the LORD Almighty says this: “Because you have not listened to my words, 9 I will summon all the peoples of the north and my servant Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon,” declares the LORD, “and I will bring them against this land and its inhabitants and against all the surrounding nations. I will completely destroy them and make them an object of horror and scorn, and an everlasting ruin. 10 I will banish from them the sounds of joy and gladness, the voices of bride and bridegroom, the sound of millstones and the light of the lamp. 11 This whole country will become a desolate wasteland, and these nations will serve the king of Babylon seventy years. 
	God’s proactive word (of correction)
1. God’s corrective word comes to us (1)

*like a dummy light*

How do you respond to dummy lights?
2. God’s word comes to us through people (1)

How do you respond when people lovingly correct you or warn you about what you’re doing?
a. It may come to you through others (2)

b. It may come to others through you (2)

*Jer. 20:9; 1 Cor. 9:16, 17; 1 Pet. 4:11a*
Never shirk your responsibility to speak to others about God’s rules.
3. God’s word comes to all of us, His people (2)

4. God’s word comes to us only for a time (3)

Do you test the limits of others’ patience?
God’s preceptive and prophesying word

1. God’s precepts

a. Turn from evil practices (5)

b. Do not follow other gods (6)

c. Do not provoke God to anger (6)

*Similar to the clowns at the fair*

2. God’s prophecy of judgments
a. No longer remain in their land (5)

b. God will harm them (6)

psych. pos. & neg. punishment

     as in spanking and time-out
Judah’s persistent waywardness
vv. 3b, 4, 7, 8
Persistence in sin is inexcusable.
*This is one of the most difficult issues to address: how much can a Christian sin?
1) A Christian “cannot go on sinning.”
2) For those Christians that sin yet who do not reach the “go on sinning” frequency, they court an indignant and incensed God.

a) You reveal your immaturity and insolence.

b) You still must give an account.
c) God reserves the right to judge temporally.
God’s purifying wrath
1. God uses those not in His fold to punish His own people (9)

2. People close to us may be harmed because of our waywardness (9)

3. God ruins us by frustrating:

a. our joy, gladness, and celebrations (10)

b. our productivity (millstones, lamplight) (10)

*(Not to promote hedonism) God instituted joy and a sense of productivity to reinforce our obeying Him—as with eating, working out, and even with sex*



The weekly gist:
1. Don’t vex God, egg God on, provoke God to anger (His patience has limits).
2. Allow God to speak His corrective word through you.

3. Don’t get irritated when God lovingly corrects you through someone, because if you don’t stop at a loving correction, a time of spiritual spanking and time-out is on its way. 
Cut for time considerations
12 “But when the seventy years are fulfilled, I will punish the king of Babylon and his nation, the land of the Babylonians, for their guilt,” declares the LORD, “and will make it desolate forever. 13 I will bring upon that land all the things I have spoken against it, all that are written in this book and prophesied by Jeremiah against all the nations. 14 They themselves will be enslaved by many nations and great kings; I will repay them according to their deeds and the work of their hands.”
God’s perpetuating wrath
1. Although Nebuchadnezzar was God’s “servant” to punish Judah, yet he was guilty (12)

*God providentially directed Babylon’s conquest toward Judah and removed His protection from Judah*

2. Justice in God’s economy means that God’s wrath will not abate until it is satisfied fully (14b)

3. see vv. 15, 16, 27-29

