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Broaden Your Expectations
Where did the term “Easter” originate?  It comes from the Anglo-Saxon goddess of the spring, Oestra (or Ostara).  Common themes of springtime include rebirth, new life, new hope, and light, which just so happen to be associated with the resurrection.  According to legend, Oestra saved a bird whose wings were frozen following the harsh winter by changing it into a rabbit, but this was no ordinary rabbit.  It could lay eggs.  That Jesus rose on the first day of the week is the reason that we meet together as the church on Sundays.
What is the Friday preceding Easter called?  It’s known (especially by Catholics) as Good Friday, the day on which Christ was crucified.  According to some historians, in early Christian circles, each Friday was dedicated as a feast day in memory of Christ.  However, according to Matthew 12:40, “For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.”  This indicates, to the contrary, that Jesus was crucified on Wednesday evening, which makes His stay in the “heart of the earth” last from Wednesday night through Sunday.
*Propose starting a new portion of the Sunday school lesson as a historical perspective on Christianity/Christendom.  I desire that we all gain a richer understanding and appreciation of the Church—worldwide and universal.  As a whole, Protestants have such a coarse view of the Church and its unity because we have this notion of congregational and individualistic Christianity.  God doesn’t want a splintered, segmented bride for His Son.

No other institution has had nor has today the resources, influence, or dedicated followers that the church has had or has today.

Short biographies, popular movements, modes of living and ideas, creeds and councils…
We can look at expectations in one of two ways, prospectively and retrospectively.

Prospectively: How can expectations actually instigate something to happen? We open our minds to various possibilities, and we act on them.  We seldom get more out of something than we expect.
Retrospective: What causes our expectations to fall short of what happens? Our expectations are unrealistic; we are uninformed.
What did you expect to hear today when you come to Sunday school?  I challenge those who came expecting nothing more than routine.
1, 2Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. 2So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don't know where they have put him!” 
Where here is unexpected?  Clearly, Mary expected to find the tomb sealed.
Reasonableness by worldly standards is puny for God’s standards.
When God does something that you don’t expect, how do you usually respond? (favorable or unfavorable…check your expectations)
Expect great things of God.

Do things look unfavorable in your situation or with respect to a certain person—that he or she is hopelessly lost?  Be optimistic of God.

Assume that God is working and dive into God to find Him in your situation.  And if He isn’t already working, after you dive into Him, He will be.
Is Jesus working where you last saw Him?  Don’t despair but be optimistic of God.

3-6aSo Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4Both were running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. 6aThen Simon Peter, who was behind him, arrived and went into the tomb. 
What here is unexpected?  One may expect the person who arrives at the finish line first to cross it first.
How often do we make religious sprints but fall short of our destination?  Sprints such as at camps or retreats, in our minds listening to a message at church, during worship songs, through isolated, renewed commitments to quiet times.

Never confuse spiritual highs with spiritual grit or substance.

Sprints must be followed through.
6b-8He saw the strips of linen lying there, 7as well as the burial cloth that had been around Jesus’ head. The cloth was folded up by itself, separate from the linen. 8Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed.
What here is unexpected?  One may not expect a person who has risen from the grave to take time to fold up his own grave clothes—or separate them neatly.
What can we learn from the fact that Jesus meticulously left His linen behind?  God is detail-oriented and orderly.  God does things thoroughly, not shoddily.
Why do you suppose that Jesus neatly separated the burial cloth for His head from the linen that covered His body?  Jesus is the head who is preparing to leave His body, the church, behind.
Comment on this idea: Christianity is richest when it seeps into the details of life.
Be meticulous in the midst of your endurance and allow God to pervade the details of your life.
19, 20On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 
What here is unexpected?  The disciples were not expecting Jesus to drop in nor were they expecting a greeting of peace.

Do you live your life expecting God to drop in on you at any time?  Or is life just that busy…to accommodate God?  God has no theme song to sound His coming.
Why were the disciples cowering behind closed doors?  Their master had just been crucified, and they considered their lives likely in danger as well.
Expect God to drop in at any time.
21, 23Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 22And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”
What here is unexpected?  That Jesus would entrust this precious message to humans.

(Rabbinic legal teachings emphasized the obligation to teach clearly the law’s requirements…[this] is not [a commission] of privileged judgment but of tremendous responsibility.)
Embrace the message of Christ and take it to the world.
24-28Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” 
But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe it.” 
26A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.” 
28Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” 
What here is unexpected? That Jesus would grant Thomas’s requirement for belief.

Why do we hesitate to step out on faith and spell out requirements for God to meet?

Expect that God will reveal Himself to you if you ask Him to do so.
29-31Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 
30Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. 31But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.
Faith is not a matter of reason because a skeptic will always have more questions that are unanswered.  He’ll make more questions when the ones he has find answers.  Whereas knowledge cannot create faith, it can foster it.
Do you expect to have times when you can witness in a day?

Did you expect to grow closer to God today?

Do you expect your current, significant other to foster spiritual growth in your life?
Do you expect to be challenged when you read the Word of God?
Do you expect God to respond to your prayers?

Did you expect to be challenged when you came here today?

If you’re not looking for it, the odds are that you won’t find it.
Say you lost your keys and scoured your house to find them.  At the end of your successful hunt, your mom asks you, “Did you see my glasses when you were looking for your keys?”  Well, if you weren’t paying attention for her glasses, the odds are you won’t remember where you saw them even if you did.  

Romans 10:9 (NASB)

That if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.
Anagrams (jumbles) of Easter include: arêtes, asteer, eaters, reseat, saeter, teaser, and Teresa.


Skeptics consider the resurrection an empty hoax, and they have concocted a number of alternate explanations to avoid the morally binding one—that Jesus is God’s Son.  Most simply assume that miracles don’t occur. However, is it more miraculous to reanimate a body with a spirit than to animate it a first time?

Intellectual knowledge does not create faith in God.  The purpose of Christian apologetics is to demonstrate the reasonableness of our faith, and it does so in a variety of ways.  Here, we confirm the plausibility of the object of our faith.

· The disciples fabricated the entire resurrection story.

· How did Paul get into this movement—Paul, a staunch destroyer of the faith—not to mention all the other “eyewitnesses” that had to be coached to say they had seen the risen Lord?
· What’s the motive?  Fame?  Hardly.  All but John were martyred.

· How did they steal Jesus’ body? All that would have been required to discredit Christianity was parading His body down the streets.
· Jesus wasn’t dead but simply fell unconscious (swooned).

· Forty lashes minus one (or more), crucified with nails hammered in hands and feet, hung on a cross in the sun exhausting His body, faced severe dehydration, pierced in the side to have blood and water pour forth (as a sign of death no less), wrapped tightly in grave clothes
· Managed to move the “large stone,” sneak past the guards, walk miles on pierced foot to find disciples, and convince eleven cowering souls to believe that He had risen.
· How was Paul initiated?
· Hallucination theory: the Eleven hallucinated that they saw the risen Christ.

· This is the least believable of the proposals because simultaneous, mass hallucinations don’t happen.  Rather, independent witnesses verify the reality of the occurrence.
1 Corinthians 15:3-8

3For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 5and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve. 6After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. 7Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, 8and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born.
