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March 20, 2005
Obedient, Obstinate, or Oblivious—You Decide
An Expression of Praise from Jeremiah 10 as a Prayer
10:6 No one is like You, O LORD;

You are great,

and Your name is mighty in power.

7 Who should not revere You,

O King of the nations?

This is Your due.

Among all the wise men of the nations

and in all their kingdoms,

there is no one like You.

10 [You] LORD [are] the true God;

[You are] the living God, the eternal King.

When [You are] angry, the earth trembles;

the nations cannot endure [Your] wrath.

12 But [You] God made the earth by [Your] power;

[You] founded the world by [Your] wisdom

and stretched out the heavens by [Your] understanding.

13 When [You thunder], the waters in the heavens roar;

[You make] clouds rise from the ends of the earth.

[You send] lightning with the rain

and [bring] out the wind from [Your] storehouses.
When You judge, You do so without partiality;

You are not merely just; You are justice;

Not merely true, but Truth itself.

We praise You, God, our God,

because of Who You are.

This morning we each say to You,

“Father speak, for Your servant listens.

Even now Your servant discerns Your voice.”

Father, may we listen today, Amen

Share the “Obedient, Obstinate, or Oblivious—You Decide” flow-chart.  Have students indicate where they fall on this chart.
God is worthy.  We say it until we are blue in the face and we have plain tattered the expression.  The question is, “Do you believe it?”  This lesson is founded on the bedrock of this idea: God is worthy and worth our obedience.  He rightly deserves it.
I. Our (dis)obedience before God
	7:21 “‘This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: Go ahead, add your burnt offerings to your other sacrifices and eat the meat yourselves! 22 For when I brought your forefathers out of Egypt and spoke to them, I did not just give them commands about burnt offerings and sacrifices, 23 but I gave them this command: Obey me, and I will be your God and you will be my people. Walk in all the ways I command you, that it may go well with you. 24 But they did not listen or pay attention; instead, they followed the stubborn inclinations of their evil hearts. They went backward and not forward.
	What is God saying about the Israelites burnt offerings?

What makes a “burnt offering” unfit?

What good are burnt offerings and sacrifices?
What unfit burnt offerings do we offer God?

When we sin and offer hollow and meaningless offerings, we are not so much idling as we are regressing. 


	8:7 Even the stork in the sky 

knows her appointed seasons, 

and the dove, the swift and the thrush 

observe the time of their migration. 

But my people do not know 

the requirements of the LORD. 

8 “ ‘How can you say, “We are wise, 

for we have the law of the LORD,” 

when actually the lying pen of the scribes 

has handled it falsely? 

9 The wise will be put to shame; 

they will be dismayed and trapped. 

Since they have rejected the word of the LORD,
what kind of wisdom do they have?
	How many of you have managed to work out a math problem without thinking about it? an essay? Why not?

Actions require thoughts.
How many of you have combed your hair without even really thinking about it? brushed your teeth? (You don’t even remember that you did it.)  How did it happen?

but actions can become natural or habitual (after ~30 days).
Meditate on God’s Word.

Indicate how to move from oblivious to obstinate.


II. Our meaningful burnt offering
	9:23 This is what the LORD says: 

“Let not the wise man boast of his wisdom 

or the strong man boast of his strength 

or the rich man boast of his riches, 

24 but let him who boasts boast about this: 

that he understands and knows me, 

that I am the LORD, who exercises kindness, 

justice and righteousness on earth, 

for in these I delight,”
declares the LORD. 
	What makes a form of boasting acceptable or even pleasing toward God?

Boasting in God is humbling, not haughty, because in it we admit that we are not worthy but acknowledge that He is.

What does it mean to “boast that you understand and know God”?


Return to “Obedient, Obstinate, or Oblivious—You Decide” flow-chart.  And introduce the energy of activation concept wherein we must tide over the hump of obstinacy in going from obliviousness to obedience.  Obedience is to be our home, not our Holiday Inn.

It doesn’t matter definitively…

whether you attend SS every Sunday without fail,
whether you contribute to SS discussions,
whether you attend the Cross,
whether you are involved in a leadership role in the college ministry,
whether you read the Bible every day right after you wake up,
whether you meditate on God every three hours throughout the day,
whether you thank God before each meal or, more broadly, purchase or receive anything,
whether you read the Bible and pray for fifteen or more minutes every night before you go to bed,
whether you witness to your friends at every opportunity you get, or
whether you enjoy all things “God.”

Although no one category a definitive measure of your absolute faithfulness before God, each of these is integral.  Along the same lines but concerning a car, it doesn’t matter definitively…

whether the headboard over the driver’s seat is sagging as to rub against your head,
whether a speaker is blown or whether you have a radio at all,

whether a seat or two have gum streaked on them,

whether there is a dent in the front fender or a scratch on the side of the door,

whether the lower panels are rusting,

whether the A/C works,

whether the car is equipped with power windows and power door locks,

whether the gas gauge consistently reads correctly,

whether the car rattles past 50 mph, or
whether the car had been in a wreck and driver’s door won’t open so you have to climb out through the passenger side.
The car is still a car, and it runs.  But would you rather ride in a car with these deficiencies or one without them?  Which would you rather own?  If you would like to own a car without these deficiencies, how much more does God want to own a person—He purchased us by Jesus’ blood—who is lacking the above mentioned deficiencies?
Two things: 1) Obey God and 2) Don’t offer meaningless burnt offerings.

(omitted for length purposes)
II. God’s responsibility to punish/discipline us (which compels us toward obedience)

	9:7 Therefore this is what the LORD Almighty says: 

“See, I will refine and test them, 

for what else can I do
because of the sin of my people? 

9 Should I not punish them for this?” 

declares the LORD . 

“Should I not avenge myself 

on such a nation as this?”
	Notice what the construction “should I not” indicates about how God views His punishing us.  He is personally responsible.

Why is it necessary that God punish His children?


How does God punish us?*
As we quench God’s Spirit, He removes its power from our lives.

The fruit of the Spirit is not produced in our lives.

God may take away or stifle certain ministries of which we are a part (or simply hinder our effectiveness within them).

God is not beyond taking away relationships.

We no longer find His protection from sin and temptations.


I am not teaching that all hard times are due to punishment, but during these times evaluate your spiritual life and invest time in thorough soul-searching.  “Full system scan”
*According to Dr. Spock, the misled and gravely misleading pediatrician, “Punishment is not the key to discipline…We have all seen children who were slapped and spanked and deprived plenty, and yet remained ill-behaved” but we have seen more children who are more unruly who were not punished for their bad behavior!  Even more insidiously alarming, he writes, “If your child is hurting another or looks as if he were planning murder, pull him away in a matter-of-fact manner and get him interested in something else.”  Pure lunacy indeed.
