Jeremiah 2-6

March 13, 2005
A Charge to Repent

Last week, we studied the Jeremiah chapter one, and the title was “A Prophet, a Child.”  And we discussed two topics, each relating to a portion of the title.

1. How our lives, being Christian, will resemble the life of a prophet

1 Peter 4:11a – If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God.

2. How we, even though we are youths, are called to be prophet-like.

Jeremiah 1:6, 7 – “Ah, Sovereign LORD,” I said, “I do not know how to speak; I am only a child.”  But the LORD said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am only a child.’ You must go to everyone I send you to and say whatever I command you.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Whereas last week’s lesson was more vision-oriented, this week’s will be more maintenance-oriented.  Both types of lessons are necessary, and each has its place.

This week, because we have such a large text, I have chosen portions of it, reorganized it, and presented it as a sequence.  The sequence is:
our rebellion ( reasons to return to God ( our response to God, which is repentance

These verses below should serve to substantiate this understanding of God’s dealing with us: God judges sin, yet He is merciful when we repent in brokenness, not merely in fear.
Our sins before God
2:

	20 “Long ago you broke off your yoke 

and tore off your bonds; 

you said, ‘I will not serve you!’ 

Indeed, on every high hill 

and under every spreading tree 

you lay down as a prostitute. 

24b Any males that pursue her need not tire themselves;

at mating time they will find her
33 How skilled you are at pursuing love! 

Even the worst of women can learn from your ways.
27 They say to wood, ‘You are my father,’ 

and to stone, ‘You gave me birth.’ 

They have turned their backs to me 

and not their faces; 

yet when they are in trouble, they say, 

‘Come and save us!’ 

28 Where then are the gods you made for yourselves? 

Let them come if they can save you 

when you are in trouble! 

For you have as many gods 

as you have towns, O Judah. 
	Israel as a prostitute

How would you feel about yourself if you were a prostitute?

What does how you answered the last question do to your view of yourself when you sin?
When we find more joy in anything more than in God, we are as the hooker on Nebraska or in Ybor.

Does anyone plan to be unfaithful to his/her spouse? Why be to God?
Israel’s worship of idols

What is an idol?
Have each person write the name of his or her largest idol on a sheet of paper anonymously.  Read them.

What can do in order to stop “worshiping” them?

American Idol…
…you can have as many idols as you have interests, which means anything can be an idol.


God’s desire for us to return to Him is an expression of His mercy.
	3:12 Go, proclaim this message toward the north: 

“‘Return, faithless Israel,’ declares the LORD, 

‘I will frown on you no longer, 

for I am merciful,’ declares the LORD, 

‘I will not be angry forever. 
	God is merciful
Why should He be merciful to us?

Have you heard people describe the OT God as always wrathful?  It is a lie.


Reasons to return to the Lord, although we need nothing beyond, “declares the Lord.”
	2:1 The word of the LORD came to me:
2 “Go and proclaim in the hearing of Jerusalem: 

 “‘I remember the devotion of your youth, 

how as a bride you loved me 

and followed me through the desert, 

through a land not sown. 

3 Israel was holy to the LORD, 

the firstfruits of his harvest; 

all who devoured her were held guilty, 

and disaster overtook them,’”
declares the LORD.
6 [Israel] did not ask, ‘Where is the LORD, 

who brought us up out of Egypt 

and led us through the barren wilderness, 

through a land of deserts and rifts, 

a land of drought and darkness,
a land where no one travels and no one lives?’
7 I brought you into a fertile land 

to eat its fruit and rich produce. 

But you came and defiled my land 

and made my inheritance detestable. 

14 Is Israel a servant, a slave by birth? 

Why then has he become plunder?

4:1 “If you will return, O Israel, return to me,” 

declares the LORD. 

“If you put your detestable idols out of my sight 

and no longer go astray, 

2 and if in a truthful, just and righteous way 

you swear, ‘As surely as the LORD lives,’ 

then the nations will be blessed by him 

and in him they will glory.”

6:19 Hear, O earth:

I am bringing disaster on this people,

the fruit of their schemes

because they have not listed to my words

and have rejected my law.

22 This is what the LORD says:

“Look, an army is coming

from the land of the north;

a great nation is being stirred up

from the ends of the earth.

23 They are armed with bow and spear;

they are cruel and show no mercy.

They sound like the roaring sea

as they ride on their horses;

they come like men in battle formation

to attack you, O Daughter of Zion
	(For all five passages) Give a reason for returning to the Lord (or for remaining faithful to the Lord) as found in this passage.
We are reminded of our former devotion.
We are reminded of God’s faithfulness.

We are of noble/royal birth.
We are promised rewards.
We avoid destruction.



How we are to respond to God
	13 Only acknowledge your guilt—
you have rebelled against the LORD your God, 

you have scattered your favors to foreign gods 

under every spreading tree, 

and have not obeyed me,’”
declares the LORD.

22b “Yes, we will come to you, 

for you are the LORD our God. 

23 Surely the idolatrous commotion on the hills 

and mountains is a deception; 

surely in the LORD our God 

is the salvation of Israel. 

25 Let us lie down in our shame, 

and let our disgrace cover us. 

We have sinned against the LORD our God, 

both we and our fathers; 

from our youth till this day 

we have not obeyed the LORD our God.”
	The response God desires
1) acknowledge your guilt (13)

2) turn from sin to God (22)

3) affirm that God is your salvation (23)

4) be broken over your sinful ways (25)

5) take the responsibility of your actions




This lesson should be useful for three types of people, which encompass nearly everyone.

1. Those that need to be encouraged to remain faithful, warned of the consequences of rebellion, and given reasons not to rebel.

2. Those who are living in open rebellion against God and who are in need of repenting and returning to the devotion that they had when they first were saved.

3. Those who are living in open rebellion against God and who cannot recall a time of sincere devotion when they “were saved”.  These need to be saved.

