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A Child, a Prophet
New Unit:
The writings of Jeremiah, Jeremiah and Lamentations (and, in the Apocrypha, Baruch and the Epistle of Jeremiah)
I. Historical background: valuable to those who love the Word (fans know football stats)
	1 The words of Jeremiah son of Hilkiah, one of the priests at Anathoth in the territory of Benjamin. 2 The word of the LORD came to him in the thirteenth year of the reign of Josiah son of Amon king of Judah, 3 and through the reign of Jehoiakim son of Josiah king of Judah, down to the fifth month of the eleventh year of Zedekiah son of Josiah king of Judah, when the people of Jerusalem went into exile. 


A. Judah

Judah (Israel’s “counterpart”; show map)


Josiah (31 yrs.)
died in a battle against Pharoah Neco, king of Egypt


     |


Jehoahaz (3 mos.)
son of Josiah; king by Judah’s decision


     |

Jehoiakim (11 yrs.)
another son of Josiah; king by Egyptian intervention; 

     |


originally named Eliakim

     |


Jehoiachin (3 mos.)
vassal under Egyptian rule; when Babylon began 


     |


conquering neighboring lands, Egyptians retreated to 

     |


Egypt-proper; Jehoiachin deposed and his uncle Mattaniah 

     |


(renamed Zedekiah) made king of Judah by Babylonians 

     |


and a vassal under Babylonians (temple and palace raided)

     |


Zedekiah (11 yrs.)
the 9th year of his rule, Zedekiah rebelled, and Jerusalem 




fell, for good, to Babylon
B. Jeremiah, the weeping prophet
A (major) prophet – What are the characteristics and duties of a prophet?  Apart from the title of prophet (spiritual gifts), how do these characteristics and duties parallel our characteristics and duties?*
in general, speaking God’s words; including, describe proper worship, foretold of blessings resulting from obedience, calling to proper worship of God, condemning sin, indicating spiritual failures, reminding the nation of God’s past intervention, speaking for the helpless and oppressed, etc.
1 Peter 4:11a – If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God.

II. A Chosen Youth:
	     4 The word of the LORD came to me, saying, 5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.”
     6 “Ah, Sovereign LORD,” I said, “I do not know how to speak; I am only a child.”

     7 But the LORD said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am only a child.’ You must go to everyone I send you to and say whatever I command you. 8 Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you and will rescue you,” declares the LORD.

     9 Then the LORD reached out his hand and touched my mouth and said to me, “Now, I have put my words in your mouth.

10 See, today I appoint you over nations and kingdoms to uproot and tear down, to destroy and overthrow, to build and to plant.”

     11 The word of the LORD came to me: “What do you see, Jeremiah?” 
     “I see the branch of an almond tree,” I replied.
     12 The LORD said to me, “You have seen correctly, for I am watching to see that my word is fulfilled.”

13 The word of the LORD came to me again: “What do you see?” 

     “I see a boiling pot, tilting away from the north,” I answered. 

     14 The LORD said to me, “From the north disaster will be poured out on all who live in the land. 15 I am about to summon all the peoples of the northern kingdoms,” declares the LORD.
     “Their kings will come and set up their thrones in the entrance of the gates of Jerusalem; they will come against all her surrounding walls and against all the towns of Judah.

     16 I will pronounce my judgments on my people because of their wickedness in forsaking me, in burning incense to other gods and in worshiping what their hands have made.

     17 “Get yourself ready! Stand up and say to them whatever I command you. Do not be terrified by them, or I will terrify you before them. 18 Today I have made you a fortified city, an iron pillar and a bronze wall to stand against the whole land—against the kings of Judah, its officials, its priests and the people of the land. 19 They will fight against you but will not overcome you, for I am with you and will rescue you,” declares the LORD.
	How have all Christians been set apart—in a sense—, and what does this mean in our lives?
Through faith in Christ, we have been set apart for God’s use (holy = set apart).
Children are rarely at a loss for words.

Why did Jeremiah consider being a youth a general  disability and one with respect to knowing how to speak?
Why might a person use the excuse, “I’m only a child”?  How valid is it?
What privileges do we have being young?
How does a child become mature?
We have been given the Word of God—risen and written.
Also, we’ve been given the Spirit of God.
How does this appointment apply to us? Put differently, in what ways can it be said that we have been “appointed over the nations”?
Here, the branch of an almond tree can represent 1) the full ripeness of Judah’s sin or 2) the rod with which God will punish Judah.

We’ll discuss the specific prophecies in future lessons.
What, then, is Judah’s primary sin—in a phrase?
(optional) Why is God most incensed at this sin?
Consider that these words are written to a child.


Consider two men, each wanting to build the largest castle that they could, and they each had their entire lives before them.  Both men started with equal resources, contacts, and intelligence, but the first man is twenty whereas the second is forty.  If each of them has the rest of his life to build, which will build a larger castle?

Think about the set of those who were “saved” at a young age, say before age twenty.  Now, find those who most productive in their Christian lives, now, as adults.  Identify those who live the most holy lives, those who are allowing God to accomplish great things through them.  Nearly all of these men and women are those who were most productive in their faith as youths.  This should say something to us: that the power of inertia applies to us as well.

If you are not increasing in your faith now, don’t even entertain the thought that one day you will wake up and find that you have blossomed in to a mature Christian.

We, as youths, can be more productive in our faiths than the vast majority of those older than we are—not because we are smarter or have more experience—but because we have more time to grow in our walks with God and learn His ways more fully and intimately.  Experience takes time; Lord willing, we, as youths, have that time at our fingertips.
