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The Resurrection of Christ: Personal and Evangelical
Christ’s resurrection as a source for personal inspiration and as evangelistic tool. 
The sequel: The resurrection and the crucifixion go hand-in-hand in our understanding of God’s redemptive purposes toward humanity.
If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. (1 Cor. 15:17)
	1On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had prepared and went to the tomb. 2They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them. 5In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? 6He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee: 7‘The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.’ ” 8Then they remembered his words.


What does the resurrection mean to you?  Discuss this in pairs or groups of three.
How many influential men and women’s lives have been ended by death?  It’s not biased, sexist, racist, preferential with respect to income.
How many influential men and women have risen from the grave to demonstrate their greatness?  This fact separates Christianity from all other religions.

I have heard men mock Christianity on the basis that it teaches Christ rose from the grave.  Which is more difficult: to make something new or to make something that has already been made once before? Belief that God created life implies belief that He can bring it back.
1 Cor. 15:26  The last enemy to be destroyed is death.  What enemies has Christ destroyed?
54When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.” 55“Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?” 56The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
But not only is death dead in the end, but it is dead now.  Death is no longer at work in those who are alive in Christ.  We can be alive in Christ only if He is alive.
	36While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 

   37They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. 38He said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? 39Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have.” 

   40When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. 41And while they still did not believe it because of joy and amazement, he asked them, “Do you have anything here to eat?” 42They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate it in their presence. 

   44He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 45Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46He told them, “This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 

   50When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed them. 51While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. 52Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 53And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God.
	Why does He address His disciples with the greeting, “Peace be with you”?

How did you respond when the risen Christ first appeared to you?

Notice also that Jesus has risen in the flesh—it is not only a spiritual resurrection.  Likewise, we will be resurrected in the flesh.

Here Jesus has revealed Himself to His disciples that they would believe.  

What did it take for you to believe that Jesus was the Christ?  What will it take for those who won’t believe in Christ to believe in Him?
Read the prophecies.
Consider that this is being fulfilled in our day by the Gideons, missionaries, and us.  In other words, the work is not done yet.

Of what is Christ speaking here? 

The novelty of the message elicited child-like joy and excitement, but we lose the joy over time.  Why is that?
What will it take to renew or, because we’re in a revival, revive our joy in Christ?


Personal relevance:

I. Resurrection as fulfillment of the crucifixion
II. Resurrection as being fulfilled in our lives daily

Evangelistic relevance:
I. Resurrection (the Passion) as fulfillment of OT Scripture

II. Resurrection (the Passion) as fulfilled in our lives daily with global consequences

I leave you with two things: the power of the resurrection in your life over sin and death and the power of the resurrection for others to come to faith in Christ ((call for salvation).
