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The Enduring Passion of the Christ
Concerning the cross of Jesus, nothing else stands so central to our understanding of Christianity, of God’s work in redemption, of God’s love for humanity.  Nor has anything else been the topic of more books, period—even in a secular forum.  What does it mean?
As a brief foreword of this lesson, let me say that hearing this message will not be complete without next week’s lesson as well.

The crucifixion and the resurrection—you cannot correctly understand one without the other.  Further, each of them sheds light on the other.  Maybe we’re a little lopsided.
As a half-carpenter and a half-surgeon are useless, so is half of a Savior.  As you listen to this lesson today, do so knowing that there is a sequel.

cf. 1 Corinthians 15:14-19.  If Christ did not rise from the grave, then we are still in sin.
Have you ever given up on something right before your work would have come to fruition—that is, you started it but never completed it? Such as a video game; building a model car or a chair, the dream of becoming a physician; a military commander; a desire to see someone saved.
I. Christ has an enduring passion for souls.

Christ’s fixation on redeeming people was never deterred.

God’s work of redemption takes on a new and exceeding intensity when it is understood in the context of Christ’s sufferings.  God’s work is made truer by the cross—not that God’s work was lacking validity before the cross—but rather the work of God is made more striking to our awareness through the window of the cross. (cf. 2 Peter 1:17-19)  As the portion of an iceberg under the water.
Christ’s concern for people is magnified through His words on the cross.  Until the end of His life, Christ’s unabated love for others shone forth with all of God’s incandescent glory.  As a star closer to us—much brighter.
II. The thieves are typical of the saved and the unsaved.

The two thieves being crucified to either side of Christ are types of men—a man penitent and a man resistant—even in the face of a death sentence.  The one man represents those who have acknowledged Jesus by faith; the other represents those who have hardened their hearts toward Jesus as God’s Son.  By our words are we condemned or pardoned.
	   32Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be executed. 33When they came to the place called the Skull, there they crucified him, along with the criminals—one on his right, the other on his left. 34Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” And they divided up his clothes by casting lots. 
   35The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Christ of God, the Chosen One.” 
   36The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar 37and said, “If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.”
   38There was a written notice above him, which read: THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS. 
   39One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Christ? Save yourself and us!”
   40But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are under the same sentence? 41We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.” 

   42Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 

   43Jesus answered him, “I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.”
   44It was now about the sixth hour, and darkness came over the whole land until the ninth hour, 45for the sun stopped shining. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 46Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” When he had said this, he breathed his last. 
   47The centurion, seeing what had happened, praised God and said, “Surely this was a righteous man.” 48When all the people who had gathered to witness this sight saw what took place, they beat their breasts and went away. 49But all those who knew him, including the women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these things.
	What is it about trials that bring forth who we are inside?
When you squeeze a lemon/grape, what happens?  When you’re squeezed, what comes out?
What do Jesus’ words teach us about Him?  What do they reveal about His heart?
Jn. 12:32, “But I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to myself.”
The message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing. 1 Cor. 1:18
How do people respond today to the cross of Jesus?  How do they insult Him?
Know that the cross must always be foolish to those who will not believe, yet, to any of those souls who are today in unbelief, the cross tomorrow may yet be the power of God unto salvation.
INRI: “Iesus Nazarenus Rex Iudaeorum”

Where is the joy set before Him?  Hebrews 12:2,3
Compare and contrast the two men who were crucified on each side of Christ.

both were criminals justly punished
man 1: the trial brought out the evil stored up in his heart; demanding even while being punished; unregenerate

man 2: broken by this trial and found that he was in need; acknowledged royalty and perfection of Christ; penitent
Comment on this idea:  We come to Christ when we find we have nothing to lose but something to gain.
What do these words indicate about Jesus?

This is corroborated by astronomers in that a total solar eclipse is known to have occurred in Jerusalem on Friday, April 3, 33 AD.

What is the significance of these words? One may propose that Christ said, “It is finished; now Father,…” or “Father, into your hands…, for it is finished.”

What made the centurion think, in retrospect, that Christ was a righteous man?

What tone is set by the witnesses’ beating their breasts and walking away as well as the following at a distance of the women who had followed Him?
When Christ is crucified and His resurrection is not in view, we are apt to be as melancholic as these who stood at a distance.


I. Christ has an enduring concern for souls.

II. The thieves are typical of the saved and the unsaved.

III. I add this one as a hook into next week’s lesson, for revival Sunday: The crucifixion finds completion in the resurrection.  Don’t be so somber; be excited that Christ is alive.
The upcoming revival starts on Thursday, and I cannot imagine teaching any lesson but one on evangelism.  So, how do we draw these two together to gain something from it?
1) We are to imitate Christ in His enduring concern for souls.
Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. Hebrews 12:2,3
We are to live out our lives with this same overmastering passion for souls.  And, as related to this passage, our hardships are the context by which those who are unsaved come to know and understand the authenticity of faith in a believer’s life.  How Christians weather the troublesome times of life speaks volumes of the power of God to those who do not believe.  Take inspiration at this account of Christ’s endurance; find refuge in the commitment of Christ, which never wavered.

2) Know that Christ will save in the midst of the most despairing of circumstances.
3) Know that there are only two alternatives: you can be as the first or second thief.

Endurance implies that something is ongoing, not merely picked up at the last.  So, the only way that we can mimic Christ in His enduring concern for souls is to learn the value of a soul today.

