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Never Aggrieving Christ: Love Never Aggrieves
How many here saw the Super Bowl?  …the Bud light commercial about sharing?
Two guys are seen walking down an aisle to some seats at a sporting event. 

Person 1 says, “Wow, I can’t believe Carl turned down these tickets.”
Person 2 says, “I know, right, let’s hit him up.”
So, Person 2 takes a picture of himself enjoying being at the game and calls Carl up.  Carl gets the picture, then takes a couple of pictures and sends back.  The two at the game look at the pictures.
Person 1 at the game narrates the pictures, “Hey, that’s your apartment.  That’s your Bud Light…That’s your girlfriend.”
Sharon?  Yeah, she’s sharin’ all right
Imagine that you were Person 1 (minus any ethanolic references), how would you respond/feel?  Why would you respond/feel that way?
When we find ourselves “sharing” ourselves with the world, do we respond in the same way?  Why or why not?
Change the scenario slightly.  Everything is the same except for the person that Carl photographed and sent to you.  Say he sent you a picture of a friend who told you that he was going to be out of town—that’s why he was unable to join you at the game.  The picture, then, incriminates him indicating that he wasn’t out of town but that he lied to you.  How do you respond/feel?  Why?
What is the major distinction between these two scenarios?  You were much closer to the person in the picture in the first scenario. (not that the man lied and the girl didn’t; they both were content to have done what they did behind your back)
What is significant about the gender of the person in the photograph: the first time it was a woman, the second time a man?  We are the bride of Christ.
We are intimate with Christ: we are His people, His beloved, and, most of all, as relating to these scenarios, His bride-to-be or fiancée.  There is no person closer to another than a man to his wife or a woman to her groom.  With respect to Christ, no, we are not married yet, but we are betrothed to Christ.  He has paid for us with His blood and has given the deposit of His Spirit in our hearts as His seal of ownership.
This lesson will address how we grieve Christ Jesus, how we grieve God.  But it wouldn’t be complete if we didn’t also cover how Christ demonstrated to Peter that his denying Him (Christ) was not so much an issue of purely grieving Christ but of not loving Him.
	31“Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift you as wheat. 32But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.”
   33But he replied, “Lord, I am ready to go with you to prison and to death.”
   34Jesus answered, “I tell you, Peter, before the rooster crows today, you will deny three times that you know me.”
	What does “sift you as wheat” mean?
*Knowing that he would deny Christ, do you think that Peter meant what he said? …understood what he said?
How often do we make such “rash” statements like this to God and not mean them?  I will…; with all my…
God doesn’t need martyrs, but disciples.


	54Then seizing him, they led him away and took him into the house of the high priest. Peter followed at a distance. 55But when they had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and had sat down together, Peter sat down with them. 56A servant girl saw him seated there in the firelight. She looked closely at him and said, “This man was with him.”
   57But he denied it. “Woman, I don’t know him,” he said.
   58A little later someone else saw him and said, “You also are one of them.”
   “Man, I am not!” Peter replied.
   59About an hour later another asserted, “Certainly this fellow was with him, for he is a Galilean.”
   60Peter replied, “Man, I don’t know what you’re talking about!” Just as he was speaking, the rooster crowed. 61The Lord turned and looked straight at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word the Lord had spoken to him: “Before the rooster crows today, you will disown me three times.” 62And he went outside and wept bitterly.
	Why is Peter following at a distance?
Of what is the firelight symbolic?

*When looking at the accounts of this story in the other gospels, we find that the second person was also a servant girl.  Twice Peter denied Christ to a simple servant girl.  Why was he so adamant about not admitting this fact to a servant girl?  How do we also deny Christ to the equivalent of “servant girls”?

I cannot imagine a more piercing stare than this.
Have you felt what Peter felt?


	39Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of Olives, and his disciples followed him. 40On reaching the place, he said to them, “Pray that you will not fall into temptation.” 41He withdrew about a stone’s throw beyond them, knelt down and prayed, 42“Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.” 43An angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened him. 44And being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground.

   45When he rose from prayer and went back to the disciples, he found them asleep, exhausted from sorrow. 46“Why are you sleeping?” he asked them. “Get up and pray so that you will not fall into temptation.”
	Why does Jesus ask, “Pray that you will not fall into temptation”?  He could have asked, “Pray for me that I might drink my cup fully.”  No man could share with Him in His agony.
*In what sense was the Father’s will different from Jesus’ will?

*Given the context, what is Christ’s tone here?  Defend your answer.


John 21:15-19
	15When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you truly love me more than these?”
   “Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.”
   Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.”
   16Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you truly love me?”
   He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.”
   Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.”
   17The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”
   Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.”
   18Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. I tell you the truth, when you were younger you dressed yourself and went where you wanted; but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go.”  19Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God. Then he said to him, “Follow me!”
	“more than these” can be taken to mean, “more than these other disciples love me” or “more than you love these things,” referring to the things of Peter’s old life in fishing.
*What is Jesus doing with this question/ answer session?

*What do “feed my lambs,” “take care of my sheep,” and “feed my sheep” mean?

How was Peter hurt when “Jesus asked him a third time”?

When you deny Christ, He responds, “Do you love me?”




What special day is coming up tomorrow?  Valentine’s Day.  Say you’ve been dating someone for over a year and they didn’t get you anything for VD.  It smarts.  Why?  People don’t hurt the people they love, not that they can’t hurt them but they try hard not to hurt them.  God loves us, and if you deny Him to others and by not following Him, essentially you don’t love Him.

Love is the greatest argument for following Christ.

