February 6, 2005

Luke 22:7-20
The Lord’s Supper

What if a convict, awaiting capital punishment, when given his last meal, said to the jailers, “I’ve really been looking forward to this last meal before I’m executed”?  Then, he offered a piece of bread to the jailer and said, “Here, eat my flesh” and handed his drink to the jailer as well saying, “and this is my blood. I’m giving them for you.”  This is how the early Greeks and Romans saw Christian Communion—cannibalism.
What do you think about it?  It’s an extreme.  What makes Jesus’ offer different? His sacrifice was pure and of His own accord.


The Lord’s Supper is one of the most—in line with baptism—intimate act of worship that one can experience with God because it symbolizes our eating and drinking of Deity.  It may seem savage to some, yet it is the very symbol of our becoming one with Deity.  We are taking in Christ.  

Nowadays, our worship services center on singing and preaching, but this is not the case of the early church.  Instead of being built around preaching, as our modern worship services are, the worship service of the early Christians centered on the Lord’s Supper, also known as the Eucharist, Communion, or Sacrament.

Some denominations—namely Catholicism—still hold services known as mass that are built around observing the Eucharist, that is, the Lord’s Supper.

The word Eucharist comes from the Greek eucharistos meaning gratitude—an act of worship in which thanksgiving is central.  Sacrament means swearing allegiance.
Why do we call the Eucharist “the Lord’s Supper”?  1) The Lord hosted/served it for the disciples; 2) the Lord symbolically gave Himself in it; 3) we take in the Lord during it.
Why do we call the Eucharist “Communion”?  We are symbolically taking in the attributes of Jesus through the wine and the bread, that is, communing with Jesus intimately.  How much more intimate can you get than becoming one?
What is the overall attitude of people nowadays when they take communion?  Although the mood is usually somber, the early church used to observe communion with lightness of spirit and gladness of heart.  It used to be a time of joy because of the power of God over death.  They were not drinking the blood of a criminal but the blood of the most powerful, the One who defied death

Unless you were baptized, you were sent away and not allowed to be present during the part of the worship service wherein the Eucharist was partaken.

	7Then came the day of Unleavened Bread on which the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed. 8Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and make preparations for us to eat the Passover.”

   9“Where do you want us to prepare for it?” they asked. 

   10He replied, “As you enter the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him to the house that he enters, 11and say to the owner of the house, ‘The Teacher asks: Where is the guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ 12He will show you a large upper room, all furnished. Make preparations there.”
   13They left and found things just as Jesus had told them. So they prepared the Passover.
   14When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table. 15And he said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. 16For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God.”
   17After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, “Take this and divide it among you. 18For I tell you I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.”
   19And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me.”
…He’s given Himself as the ultimate Passover lamb, which is common…
…but what is coming is revolutionary, so much so that it institutes an entirely new covenant and does away with the old one.
   20In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.
	Exodus 12:17-20
Matthew 26:17 tells us that this is the “first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread.”
What is the Passover?  How does it relate to Jesus’ mission overall?  How does it tie in with the Lord’s supper?
The Passover: Exodus 12:2,5,7,13,14
This passage seems mysterious because the command that Jesus gives is rather strange.

How does this command from Jesus parallel the way in which He commands us?  He doesn’t give us the details of what all will happen, but, as God commanded Abraham, “Go to a place I will show you,” He commands us, “Obey me, and I will guide your life with My unseen hand.”

And only in retrospect can we see the work that God was orchestrating.
…although they had no idea as to the gravity of what was soon to take place.
Note: they recline

Jesus is eager to partake of that which is symbolic to His suffering.
What does “until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God” mean? Mark 14:25
Why is Jesus thanking God the Father, Himself?  1) it demonstrates distinct persons within the Trinity, 2) as Christ answered to the Father, so we as Christ’s siblings answer to the Father
As the body of the Passover Lamb.

Notice that He is breaking the bread, that is, His own body.

Not in remembrance of my sufferings but in remembrance of Me, of Who Jesus is.

Hebrews 7:23-8:13 on the New Covenant
Lev. 3:17; 7:27; 17:10-14; Deut. 12:23,24; 15:23
We do, in the Lord’s Supper, what is considered high treason against God according to the Jew and the Muslim.


I’m not here proclaiming the more debatable doctrines concerning the bread and the cup such as transubstantiation (Catholic) or consubstantiation (Martin Luther), but I am here teaching you the substance behind any understanding of the bread and the cup.  Let’s consider, then, the application of the meaning behind the Lord’s Supper to our lives:

1) We are having Christ in us more abundantly.

Colossians 1:27, “To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.”
2) We are becoming one as the body of Christ as He prayed for us in the garden of Gethsemane.
John 17:23, “I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.”

3) We take in Christ life; therefore, we are not our own but God’s life.
Galatians 2:20, “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.”  

Consider, too, the attitude in the early church concerning martyrdom.
4) We understand Him as our Passover Lamb: When God sees the blood, His judgment will pass over.
