Luke 20:1-8, 20-26

January 30, 2005

Learning How to Live under Authority

Do you ever…

disrespect your parents by talking back to them

openly refuse to do what your parents have asked you to do
passively refuse to do what your parents have asked you to do
decline to do required assignments in class for some reason short of an emergency

drive at a speed higher than the speed limit (i.e., defiantly break the law)

run orange lights

have the mentality, “I’ll have fun until I get caught, then I’ll stop”
criticize your boss behind his back (or to his/her face)?
If you do any of these, then you have a fundamental issue with authority.
I have had a number of conversations with some classmates at USF where the topic was authority, and, almost unanimously, there was, in the other person, an inherent distrust of authority.  Why do people—especially those our age—distrust authority?  It is a software program that we all have downloaded from our parents, and it’s known as sin.  And where did it start?  The Garden of Eden.  Rebellion is akin to throwing a temper tantrum.
How many in here see speeding as rebellion?  Why not?  The truth is, however, that speeding is rebellion against the authority of this land.  The deputies that you avoid when you’re speeding are the very same deputies who risk their lives each day to protect our society from murderers, thieves, and drunk drivers—they protect your freedom.
All meaningful freedom exists only in the presence of meaningful authority.  Does this, then, mean that all authority brings forth meaningful freedom? No, but meaningful freedom cannot exist without authority.  That is, if there were no meaningful authority, everyone would be savage, defending his own property and life from everyone else.

Unless you plan to 1) do away with your guardians, 2) become your own boss, 3) overthrow the United States, 4) create a new country wherein you are the emperor, and 5) dethrone God, you might as well get used to the idea of authority.

How, then, should we respond to authority?  Be thankful for the authority that exists to protect us and our loved ones.  Also, genuinely respect authority.
*It’s all too easy to thrust these moralizing messages toward society.  Even a fool can do it: like this man who says that the 9/11 victims deserved what they got.  But it takes a man or a woman with spiritual grit to apply these same messages to him/herself.  G.K. Chesterton was asked in a letter, “What’s wrong with the world?”  He replied, “I am.”
	1One day as he was teaching the people in the temple courts and preaching the gospel, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, together with the elders, came up to him. 2“Tell us by what authority you are doing these things,” they said. “Who gave you this authority?” 
   3He replied, “I will also ask you a question. Tell me, 4John’s baptism—was it from heaven, or from men?” 

   5They discussed it among themselves and said, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will ask, ‘Why didn’t you believe him?’ 6But if we say, ‘From men,’ all the people will stone us, because they are persuaded that John was a prophet.” 

   7So they answered, “We don’t know where it was from.” 

   8Jesus said, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.” 

20Keeping a close watch on him, they sent spies, who pretended to be honest. They hoped to catch Jesus in something he said so that they might hand him over to the power and authority of the governor. 21So the spies questioned him: “Teacher, we know that you speak and teach what is right, and that you do not show partiality but teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. 22Is it right for us to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” 
   23He saw through their duplicity and said to them, 24“Show me a denarius. Whose portrait and inscription are on it?”
   25“Caesar’s,” they replied. 

   He said to them, “Then give to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.” 

   26They were unable to trap him in what he had said there in public. And astonished by his answer, they became silent. 
	Notice the clashing of authority: the temple bureaucracy vs. God’s Son.
Society responds to Jesus’ authority similarly.  How does our society respond to Jesus’ authority?
Although we would like to consider ourselves above this childish questioning of God, in selfishness we do it too.*

What is Jesus doing with this question?  He’s making the teachers of the law answer it for themselves.

Why don’t they give Jesus an answer?

“I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves” Matt. 10:16.

Jesus’ authority: Matt. 9:6; 28:18-20; Mark 1:27; Rev. 12:10; 20:4

Why doesn’t Jesus give them an answer? Jesus knew the condition of their hearts; they needed faith like a child.
It’s pretty bad when you have to pretend to be honest.
Do you see the irony in the phrase, “They hoped to…authority of the governor”?

“Teacher, we know you cut the heart of the matter and baffle those who ask you questions, so we’re going to ask you a question in order that we can be baffled too.”

To me, this is one of Jesus’ most elegant responses.  Consider the genius of Jesus: He silenced debates that had been raging for decades or even centuries.

To flip the phrase, Whose portrait and inscription are on you?

This is where Jesus leaves us when we try to rebel against His authority.


I. Jesus has all authority in heaven and earth.

II. We are subject to that authority, and that authority, in turn, demands that we be subject to our parents, our government, our bosses, etc. insofar as the secondary authority does not defy God’s authority.  Why?
Consider a woman who is taking her child to a babysitter, and the mom says, “I’ve taught you how to behave, so be on your best behavior.  Make your mommy proud.”  When the child arrives at the sitter’s house, he’s rebellious and moody.  This reflects poorly on the mom because it looks like the mom didn’t train the child correctly.  Also, it looks as though the mom doesn’t have control over the child.  When the mom comes to pick up the child, I imagine that she’d be ashamed.
III. Be thankful for the meaningful authority of God and the meaningful freedom that it brings.

IV. Understand that God has granted us His authority against sin and the devil’s kingdom on this earth.  Matthew 28:18-20
