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Trustworthiness (faithfulness)
What are we doing with what God has entrusted to us?
Say you’re starting a company and you need some capital to get your new business off the ground.  So, you decide to present your idea to different corporations looking for people to buy stock in your fledgling company.  Now, after a couple of corporations have denied your request, a certain large one finally agrees citing potential and buys $2 million worth of stock.  How many of you think, at this point in the story, that it would be a wise idea for you to funnel the $2 million into your personal account and live off that, letting your company dwindle away?  It is like this for us when we do not make much of the life that God has given us through the investment of His Son’s blood.
Define trustworthiness (faithfulness).
We are given many chores, assignments, and tasks to do, but often, when we know that we are not going to be held accountable for it, we decline to do it.  Why?
We have an avoidant mentality that says,

“It’s not responsible for that,”

“I don’t see the use in doing it,”

“Why are you asking me?  You’re capable of doing it,”

“I don’t want to do it,”

“I’m busy,”

“I’ll get to that later,” and on and on ad nauseam
When someone asks you to do it—if you dislike the idea or it inconveniences you a little, why not rather do it (as long as it’s morally acceptable of course).  Think of the breath of fresh air that would come because of doing it.  

What kind of response would you get from your parents if the next time they asked you to do something you said, “I’ll do that right away”?  What would it do for relationships?  What kind of reputation would a person like that have?

Consider the element of trustworthiness wherein the accountability is not so overt.  “I know that I’m not supposed to watch this, but no one is around.”  
· Speak and act as those who are going to be judged by the law that gives freedom. James 2:12
· But if we judged ourselves, we would not come under judgment.  1 Corinthians 11:31
	11While they were listening to this, he went on to tell them a parable, because he was near Jerusalem and the people thought that the kingdom of God was going to appear at once. 12He said: “A man of noble birth went to a distant country to have himself appointed king and then to return. 13So he called ten of his servants and gave them ten minas. ‘Put this money to work,’ he said, ‘until I come back.’ 

   14“But his subjects hated him and sent a delegation after him to say, ‘We don’t want this man to be our king.’ 

   15“He was made king, however, and returned home. Then he sent for the servants to whom he had given the money, in order to find out what they had gained with it. 

   16“The first one came and said, ‘Sir, your mina has earned ten more.’ 

   17“ ‘Well done, my good servant!’ his master replied. ‘Because you have been trustworthy in a very small matter, take charge of ten cities.’ 
   18“The second came and said, ‘Sir, your mina has earned five more.’ 

   19“His master answered, ‘You take charge of five cities.’ 
   20“Then another servant came and said, ‘Sir, here is your mina; I have kept it laid away in a piece of cloth. 21I was afraid of you, because you are a hard man. You take out what you did not put in and reap what you did not sow.’ 

   22“His master replied, ‘I will judge you by your own words, you wicked servant! You knew, did you, that I am a hard man, taking out what I did not put in, and reaping what I did not sow? 23Why then didn’t you put my money on deposit, so that when I came back, I could have collected it with interest?’ 

   24“Then he said to those standing by, ‘Take his mina away from him and give it to the one who has ten minas.’ 

   25“ ‘Sir,’ they said, ‘he already has ten!’ 
   26“He replied, ‘I tell you that to everyone who has, more will be given, but as for the one who has nothing, even what he has will be taken away. 27But those enemies of mine who did not want me to be king over them—bring them here and kill them in front of me.”
	Jerusalem was Jesus’ destination; His entire ministry was leading Him there.
Parallel this with Jesus’ mission to earth.

1) The money was not the servants’.

In what sense have we each been given the same amount? (Matt. 25:14, 15)
Why did Jesus use such a small amount?
What do you get from this command?
Who are His subjects here? Israelites

Why did His subjects reject Him?

What application is there in this verse?  Know that there will be a day of reckoning for all Christians.
Whose mina?  We are indebted to God.
We almost always enjoy giving good news, and notice the master’s excitement.

What does being trustworthy over a mina have to do with knowing how to govern cities?  Not much at all.

Why did the master make this leap?

We often get this idea that what we are doing in school really doesn’t matter—it’s a small matter, but learn the lesson here: it’s not so much about the nature of the task as it is about your character
Our ability is not the issue here (parable of the talents), because God can raise up any hobo to do what we’re doing right now and empower him to do a better job.

We think we do God a service sometimes by going to church.

One soul devoted to God can be used of God to what God wants: think Spurgeon.

Consider the magnitude of the reward.
Not that we ought to do things for the reward rather than out of loving God, but the reward is lavish.
Where has this servant gone wrong?
1) didn’t invest; 2) paralyzing fear; 3) the master had put in the mina.

“By your words you will be acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned.”  Matthew 12:37

What ought this be saying to us?

If you will not be trustworthy with what God has given you out of simply loving dedication (as God would rather), then do it out of a healthy, reverential fear of Him.
Although these two verses are severe, they are not be isolated from the story.  He has given everyone a chance.  Instead of assailing God for condemning those who are unwilling to believe in Him, praise Him for providing a way for all who would believe.


As another analogy, consider a healthy 30-year-old man who lives in the United States with opportunity to better himself all around: free schooling, job opportunities, the ability to start businesses without hindrance from the government, etc.  Yet, he lives on welfare.  He contributes virtually nothing to society; instead, he is a leech that takes in the government handouts.  We may even be inclined to call him a disgrace.  The man has potential—healthy, strong, with common sense.  “Oh, Mark, I’d never be there.  That’s a waste of a life.”  Well, that is a portrait of any man or woman who has been given the grace of God yet who is not actively making much of God’s investment in his/her life.















