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Self-confidence vs. God-confidence

In our language, there are many hyphenated words beginning with self such as self-help, self-employed, self-respect, self-sacrifice, self-serve, self-discipline, self-destruct, and self-reliant, and self-esteem (self-worth).  We are taught to offer self-defenses and be self-assertive.  These words serve to orient our minds along the lines of self-gratification, and we become self-absorbed.  And we in religious circles—although it’s wrong, I dare say that we do it anyway—spend time perfecting and wallowing in our self-righteousness.  So, these self-words have become an earmark, an identifying mark, of society.

These self-words are self-evident in our minds because they are used so often, but what about God-words?  How many God-words can you think of?  It is god-awful that there are only four God-words in our language—the one I just used being defamatory.  The other three are God-given, God-fearing, and God-man.


What is self-confidence?  What are the characteristics of healthy and unhealthy self-confidence?  Why do we hold on to self-confidence even when we know we can't do something on our own?


What is God-confidence?  In what ways and in what areas of our lives are we to be God-confident? In what ways does God-confidence stimulate a healthy self-confidence?  Distinguish between self-esteem/self-worth and self-confidence.

In this passage, there are two examples of each.
	   18A certain ruler asked him, “Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 
   19“Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good—except God alone. 20You know the commandments: ‘Do not commit adultery, do not murder, do not steal, do not give false testimony, honor your father and mother.’” 
  21“All these I have kept since I was a boy,” he said. 
   22When Jesus heard this, he said to him, “You still lack one thing. Sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” 
   23When he heard this, he became very sad, because he was a man of great wealth. 24Jesus looked at him and said, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God! 25Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” 
   26Those who heard this asked, “Who then can be saved?” 
*          *          *

   9To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everybody else, Jesus told this parable: 10“Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men—robbers, evildoers, adulterers–or even like this tax collector. 12I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.’ 
   13“But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’ 
   14“I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.” 
15People were also bringing babies to Jesus to have him touch them. When the disciples saw this, they rebuked them. 16But Jesus called the children to him and said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. 17I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.”

*          *          *
   27Jesus replied, “What is impossible with men is possible with God.” 
 
	Which commandments did Jesus not mention?  

Jesus did not mention any commandments of a certain category, which category?
Do you believe him?
Maybe he hadn’t taken an objective, un-biased inventory lately.  Denial?
What was Jesus telling this man to do?
Jesus knew precisely where this man’s hang-up was—and it centered on confidence in earthly wealth.
Translate or explain this.
…we’ll answer this question in a moment.
Here we have a defined audience
What kinds of prayers about ourselves are appropriate?  forgiveness, strength to obey, “give us this day our daily bread”

What kind of prayer is this?

How is this prayer God-centered?

This prayer exalts God while humbling us.  Note that it is not: “I am a worthless sinner” because this prayer would be defacing God’s property—ourselves.

How high can you be?  How low can I go?

You must increase; I must decrease, Lord.

Note that our current humbleness will translate to our ultimate exaltation.

This statement is like a portcullis.
What does it mean to be like a child?
This, then, is the clincher and the dazzling conclusion:  You think righteous living, witnessing, loving an unseen God, being joyful is easy?  Wonderful.  You’re right.

God has made these impossible that we might be fully God-confident in all that we do.


Humanism is the doctrine that humanity is 1) essentially good and 2) capable of bettering his situation by his own effort.  But the most evident truth in the Bible is our inability to improve the moral quotient of this world.  We don’t have to be told that we cannot prevent ourselves from doing the very things we know we should not do; we know it.  The intimate knowledge of this fact is borne in every human bosom and mind on this planet.  
Yet for some reason, we as humans rely on our own efforts to bring ourselves justification before God.  Why?

Is it because we find our sin so shameful that we cannot bear to bare ourselves before God?  Do we think that we need to clean ourselves up before we go to God and seek His mercy?  The moment we think that we can do it ourselves, we ignore the glaring reality that we are in need of a Savior.  This is impudent (marked by contemptuous or cocky boldness or disregard of others : INSOLENT) toward God in the highest degree.

God awaits the day when every man and woman will approach His throne as a child and walk out into the marvelous light.

Our society of self-help books and “x number of steps to wherever you want to get” needs to be told the message that it simply cannot do it alone.  What adjectives would you use to describe this message—that we cannot do it on our own? revolutionary, sobering, liberating, etc.
(for personal consideration) How much of yourself do you see in the self-confident characters and in the God-confident characters of this passage?
