Luke 17:1-10 (or 19)

January 9, 2005

Because of the Passion conference, I find myself considering how and what I communicate.  This has led me to reaffirm my goal in teaching this class.

See Mission Statement

What, then, can I do to meet my goal?  I can 1) stress the importance of gaining ownership of your faith, 2) encourage you to live for God’s glory, 3) paint, with my words and with my life, an accurate portrait of the Great, Loving God I know, and 4) pray for you.
Today, the lesson will be on the three ideas of sin, faith, and responsibility.  Define them and discuss how they are related and sequenced. 

Sin is our primal state; by faith, we are reconciled to God; our responsibility is our reasonable (spiritual) conclusion (cf. Rom. 12:1, Gal. 2:10)
	1Jesus said to his disciples: “Things that cause people to sin are bound to come, but woe to that person through whom they come. 2It would be better for him to be thrown into the sea with a millstone tied around his neck than for him to cause one of these little ones to sin. 3So watch yourselves. 

   “If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him. 4If he sins against you seven times in a day, and seven times comes back to you and says, ‘I repent,’ forgive him.” 

     cf. Matt. 18:22
   5The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 

   6He replied, “If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it will obey you. 

   7“Suppose one of you had a servant plowing or looking after the sheep. Would he say to the servant when he comes in from the field, ‘Come along now and sit down to eat’? 8Would he not rather say, ‘Prepare my supper, get yourself ready and wait on me while I eat and drink; after that you may eat and drink’? 9Would he thank the servant because he did what he was told to do? 10So you also, when you have done everything you were told to do, should say, ‘We are unworthy servants; we have only done our duty’.” 
	sin

Who is/are the one(s) through whom sin comes? Are we part of this?

Define “these little ones.”

It would be better in that less sin would result.  But why would it be better for him to be thrown into the sea with a millstone around his neck? albatross
We toy with the idea of sin.
How do we watch ourselves?
Why rebuke someone?  Most take offence.

love: laboring and suffering, if necessary, to enthrall another person with what will make them eternally and infinitely happy. Not rebuking someone would fall short of love.
“Repent” means “think differently afterward” or “feel anxiety arising from awareness of guilt.”
Why forgive him? In view of our being forgiven, to be in harmony with God, to “be Jesus” to the world, not to allow bitterness grow up, ensure loving relations, out of love (cf. I Cor. 13:5)
Forgiveness is unique to Christianity.
faith
Given that faith is a gift from God, in what way is “our faith” ours?
“our” does not mean that we author or perfect it but that a) we acknowledge it and b) it is personal

Why motivated the apostles to ask this?

Is it a good question?
Why didn’t Jesus grant their request?
What did His response tell them?

How does this apply to our lives?
responsibility
If your house is anything like mine, your mom will come home after a day of work and prepare supper.  In this way, our work is duty to God is never done.
By describing this situation, what does Jesus mean to communicate to us?

To what kind of person is Jesus speaking?

Consider the sequence sin, faith, responsibility again.  Notice how our rights does not find its way into the sequence.  We were the ones in need and were rescued.
*analogy* flood victim

What is the application here?


Break down the word responsibility: response + able + noun ending.  Whereas it is true that we are prompted and commanded to respond to God’s great love, we should be caught up more with the idea that we have been enabled to respond to God.  For this we should be thankfully excited.

Change the way that you view your responsibility.  Don’t think of it as “trying harder to meet the lofty demands of God on my own strength” because you can’t do it.  Think of it as “trying harder to hand over your life to the One Who has already met the lofty demands of God and desires to meet the lofty demands of God in you.”
