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Malcolm opens Montana House write-in campaign bid
By Mark A. York, Enterprise Staff Writer
State Representative Bruce Malcolm R-Emigrant is mounting a write-in candidacy for his House District 61 seat — which is not being supported by the local or state Republican Party.

Malcolm lost the June 3 primary to Joel Boniek. There are no Democrats running in the House District 61 race.

“I want to give the voters a choice,” Malcolm said Wednesday. “I’ve been the rep for three terms. I lost the primary. I want to avoid the extremism present there.

“There were mailings sent out two days before the (primary) election that were inflammatory, and I thought I should fight back. The tactics were low and inaccurate. There was no time to respond. It’s not a fair way to win an election.”

The mailings concerned two bills and a resolution Malcolm has voted on during his six years in the Montana Legislature.

The bill Malcolm voted on would abolish the death penalty. One of the resolutions Malcolm voted on dealt with Forest Service roads. The other bill Malcolm supported concerned state water rights connected to the ARCO mine settlement on the Clark Fork River at Milltown dam near Missoula.

“As a Christian, I struggle with the death penalty,” Malcolm said. “I voted to abolish the penalty in Montana. The bill didn’t pass in the next session.”

The mailing cited two infamous nationally known murderers and said he was soft on crime and criminals such as those, and that he coddled ACLU activists in Helena, Malcolm said.

The next mailing claimed he didn’t understand the needs of District 61, Malcolm said. It was a move to give Forest Service roads to the county under the guise of access for users.

“I voted ‘No.’ I didn’t think the county needed any more financial burdens for maintaining more roads,” Malcolm said.

“The water rights bill is complicated,” he said. “It allows Fish, Wildlife and Parks to lease water they own permanently on 12 reaches of streams to maintain in-stream flows, on tributaries of the Clark Fork River only.”

The mailings claimed Malcolm was “carrying the water for big government,” and that “With all that’s at stake in Montana nowadays, Park and Sweet Grass counties need someone who can fight for our water and land rights.”

“I’m not at liberty to say anything,” said Nelson Allen, Park County Republican Party Central Committee Chairman, when asked about Malcolm’s write-in bid.

“He lost the primary,” Allen said.

“The Montana Republican Party has tons of respect for Bruce Malcolm and the work that he did in the state Legislature,” said Bridger Pierce, communications director for the Montana Republican Party. “However, Joel Boniek is the Republican nominee. The voters have spoken, and he has earned the support of the Montana Republican Party.

“Either way, Montana will have a strong Republican candidate in House District 61.”

Recently, Malcolm sent out a mailer stating he is a sensible candidate, with no extremist agenda. Malcolm claims in the mailer he has high ratings from the Montana Business leadership Council, the Montana Chamber of Commerce, Montana Stockgrowers Association, Montanans for Multiple Use, the Montana Shooting Sports Association, Montana Family Foundation and Montana Cattlewomen.

Boniek, a hunting guide from Pray, was a House candidate for the Constitution Party in 2004. He placed third, trailing Malcolm and Democrat Bruce Rinnert, according to the Montana Legislative Archives.

Boniek was not immediately available for comment.

“We did not grade candidates for the primary in 2008, but did endorse Boniek over Malcolm for the primary election,” said Gary Marbut, president of the Montana Shooting Sports Association, in an e-mail.

“A write-in is the only way to do it,” Malcolm said.

 

Published 9.23.2008

Brucellosis plan gets first review
By Mark A. York, Enterprise Staff Writer
Federal officials announced Monday a new master plan for managing brucellosis in livestock — separating the Greater Yellowstone region, where risk of transmission of the disease by wildlife is higher, from the rest of the state.

“The Board of Livestock meeting Monday (in Helena) was the first time a lot of producers have seen the plan,” said Pray rancher Druska Kinkie Tuesday morning. Kinkie attended the Monday meeting at which the tri-state regionalization plan for Montana, Idaho and Wyoming was discussed.

“There’s been a multitude of proposals — four long-term and a short-term plan to help the state get its (brucellosis-free) status back,” she said. “The short-term plan is the Montana Brucellosis Action Plan.

“It’s rigorous and intensive, with a lot of testing of individual producers. Nothing has been decided. It’s still in the draft stage at this point.”

Kinkie said each producer has to have a herd plan that would be heavily scrutinized by U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS), to prove each herd is disease-free.

“One drawback of this action plan is that it’s incredibly complicated,” she said. “It requires a lot of personnel and money to implement.”

Brucellosis causes abortions, infertility and lowered milk production in cattle and bison, and is transmitted to humans as undulant fever, according to APHIS documents.

That agency has the dual purpose of eradicating brucellosis while maintaining a free-roaming bison herd in Yellowstone National Park, according the APHIS documents.

In recent years, the two goals have collided.

Yellowstone bison have a 50 percent infection rate for the disease, APHIS states in an online document, “Brucellosis and Yellowstone Bison.” The threat occurs when deep snows drive bison out of the park and into contact with local cattle herds. Elk also carry the disease, but are less likely than bison to spread it due to their gregarious behavior, such as congregating together more than bison do during calving time, the most opportune period for transmission of the disease, the agency states in the document.

Livestock brought to the Northern Rockies by early European settlers introduced the brucellosis bacteria to elk and bison, and now those animals in the Greater Yellowstone ecosystem are considered to be one of the last remaining reservoirs of the disease.

“Risk assessment is a huge part of the plan,” Kinkie said.

Exposure to wildlife varies depending on location.

Kinkie said the two positive cases of brucellosis in Montana cattle were determined to come from elk, which range farther than bison.

The loss of the brucellosis-free status could cost ranchers statewide between $6 to $12 million for cattle shipped out of Montana, it has been reported.

Montana State Veterinarian Martin Zaluski is in charge of formulating the Montana brucellosis plan. The plan could ensure brucellosis-free status, he has said.

“This is scary for ranchers because it can mean the end for ranching in Paradise Valley,” Kinkie said. “The plan is open for public scrutiny and will be based on producer input. State Veterinarian Zaluski is taking public comments.”

Kinkie encouraged written comments from all parties.

“We need all the help we can get from everyone involved,” she said.

Zaluski can be reached at mzaluski@mt.gov; or Department of Livestock, Animal Health Division, P.O. Box 202001, Helena, MT 59620-2001; or by phone at (406) 444-2043.
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Residents, county spar over road
By Mark A. York, Enterprise Staff Writer
About 15 residents of the south fork of Deep Creek Road in Paradise Valley made an impassioned case to the Park County Commissioners Monday for county road status.

The residents say Park County stopped maintaining their road last March.

One resident, who wished to remain anonymous, said Friday the road had been maintained by Park County for 30 to 40 years and that the road appears on residents’ property title documents as County Road No. 23.

The resident said that at a Sept. 15 Commission meeting on the road issue, Commission Chairman Larry Lahren wanted proof the road was a county road before providing further maintenance by the County Road Department.

Michele Strong, another resident of Deep Creek Road, said Friday the road has been maintained by the county for as long as anyone can remember, up until last March.

“They even came back to repair the fences that were damaged from plowing snow,” said Strong, who attended Monday’s meeting about past maintenance.

“They get gas tax money from the state to maintain it,” she said. “The county took our money for approach permits to tie into the road when we built our homes here.”

According to the Montana Cadestral Mapping Graphic Information Systems’ Web site, Deep Creek South Fork is designated as a Park County road.

But the status of county roads is more complex than a state map.

“There is no evidence that indicates South Fork Deep Creek is a county road,” Commissioner Larry Lahren said at the Monday session.

“It is a public road. This is a clone of Suce Creek Road, where the residents petitioned for county road status and we agreed to maintain it,” Lahren said of a similar road controversy in 2007.

He explained that a “public road” was one being used by the public but not actually a legal, county road.

“You are putting the burden of proof on us,” said local author Alston Chase, who lives on the road.

“It’s a legal issue,” Lahren said. “It’s not the county’s responsibility to maintain roads that are private.”

Lahren said there was wasn’t much economic support from the Forest Service, which has a trailhead at the end of the South Fork Deep Creek Road, and that the county is actively researching road status for liability and maintenance issues on all its roads, as are other counties.

“What are you doing with our taxes?” Strong asked.

“It’s a liability issue for the county,” Lahren said.

Lahren and Road Supervisor Ed Hillman both told residents the Road Department’s budget was tight, and it was difficult to maintain all of the official county roads.

“Why did the county accept county road status on the subdivision plat, and agree to maintain it?” asked Donna Greenberg, a resident of the road.

“Like many roads in the county, it was created by ‘political immaculate conception,’” Lahren said. “The surveyor assumed it was a county road.”

Park County Historian Jerry Brekke said, “I’m 85 to 95 percent sure I’ve exhausted all sources of records. It was never adopted officially as a county road.”

“This is a clear, common law dedication as a public road and accepted by the county,” said Joe Swindlehurst, attorney for Jeff and Susan Bridges, who own property on the road.

“A public road is not a county road,” Lahren responded.

“This is a legal issue, but also a fairness issue,” Chase said. “We’re facing winter with no time to prepare. It puts us at risk and ought to be put in abeyance until we can solve the legal issue.”

“I agree with you,” Lahren said. “We won’t leave you stranded.

“We need to make it a county road by legal process: survey, petition, hearing.”

“Prescriptive easement (60-feet from centerline) has to be adjudicated,” said Shannan M. Piccolo, civil deputy Park County attorney. “Decided by a judge.”

“I’ll give you a call, Alston,” Lahren said. “I should know the legal status by Thursday.”

 

House strips measure to help counties
By Mark A. York, Enterprise Staff Writer and the Associated Press
The U.S. House of Representatives has excluded a Senate-backed measure to extend a multi-year program of payments to rural counties hurt by federal logging cutbacks.

These federal monies are known as PILT, for payments in lieu of taxes. In Park County, programs either partially or wholly funded by PILT amounted to $1,675,373 in 2008, according to the draft preliminary Park County 2009 budget. That figure is reduced to $409,985 requested for 2009.

“We are expecting a PILT cut,” said Park County Commission Chairman Larry Lahren, Thursday. “We’re trying for a 10 percent overall reduction in the budget to (also) cope with these higher fuel costs.”

“PILT is a minimum that is established by number of acres and population by county,” said Barb Marx, budget officer for the Gallatin National Forest in Bozeman.

Park County received $833,942 in 2008 for 950,238 acres of federal land, according to the records of the U.S. Department of Interior’s PILT Web site.

The House removed the provision Wednesday after the White House objected to the legislation. A White House statement said the timber program should be phased out, as the Bush administration had previously proposed.

A bill approved by the Senate includes a four-year, $2.1 billion reauthorization of the Secure Rural Schools and Community Self-Determination Act of 2000, commonly known as ‘‘county payments.’’ The bill also provides $1.7 billion for a separate program that compensates states for lost tax revenue from federally owned land.

Both provisions were removed in the House bill.

“Congressman Denny Rehberg is disappointed that the provisions were removed by the House Ways and Means Committee, said Jed Link, spokesman for Rep. Rehberg, R-Mont., Thursday. “He supports the Senate version of the bill, which includes this important funding.”

“Neither chamber gets to dictate the outcome,” Jose Kardon, chief of staff to Oregon Sen. Ron Wyden said. ‘‘There will have to be a negotiation.’’

The timber law provides hundreds of millions of dollars to Montana, Oregon, Idaho and other states, mostly in the West, that once depended on federal timber sales to pay for schools, libraries and other services in rural areas. The law helps pay for schools and services in 700 counties in 39 states. Without the money, teachers and law enforcement officers in rural districts throughout the country could lose their jobs, lawmakers said.
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Sullivan has been with The Enterprise for 28 years. A native Montanan, he is a graduate of Stanford University and also serves as president of Yellowstone Newspapers, The Enterprise's parent company, which also operates newspapers in 10 other Montana communities.
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	Stephen Matlow, Managing Editor
Matlow has been with The Enterprise since 1983. Before taking on the responsibilities of managing editor in 1996, he worked at various times as photo editor, sports editor and news editor of The Enterprise. He grew up in Herkimer County, New York, just outside Adirondack State Park.
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Harriman began work for The Enterprise in 1992. Previous to coming here, he was editor of The Terry Tribune in Terry, Mont. Harriman graduated with an English degree from Asbury College in Wilmore, Ky., in 1977.
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worked as a carpenter, actor and fisheries biologist all over the West and Alaska. He has written and edited a blog focusing on environmental issues since 2003. York graduated from California State University-Northridge with a degree in journalism and environmental biology in 2004. He is originally from Waterville, Maine.
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Tom Gersack, a Montana native, began working for The Enterprise in 1998.
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Angela Schneider graduated from Minnesota State University Moorhead in May of 2007 with a degree in mass communications with emphases in photojournalism and print journalism. She is a originally from Rapid City, S.D. 
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graduated from Austin Peay State University in Clarksville, Tenn., in May 2008, with a fine arts degree with an emphasis in photography. She is originally from Dillon.
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graduated from Jamestown College, Jamestown, N.D., in May with a degree in mass communications and theater. He is a 2003 Park High School graduate.


