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Introduction

I’ve been in Denmark! Not on holiday, but with an excursion of school. I think we had a great time there. The next year third grate really has to go there too! Most of the people I’ve met were very nice, especially ‘my’ Dane and her mother.

It has been just six days, but after two days I had the impression I had been there already a week. And now, ten days later, it seems to be ages ago. Maybe that’s because everything is different there.

I’ve had a lot of new impressions there: the food, the city, the people, the school, the houses, and so on. Let’s have a look in my diary again!

Marjan van der Velde.

Sunday august 31st

14.00
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I’m in Denmark now! This morning, we departured at a quarter past six. That’s so early! Inhuman, Inge said. But to be honest, everyone was quite wake. I think that’s because of the nerves for the trip.

Today, Sander (the small one) is celebrating his 13th birthday! So the bus has been decorated with some balloons and a few flags. I don’t know who has done that, but it’s very kind of them. 

I’m sitting in the front, behind the bus driver.                 Sander getting a birthday-kiss 

Next to me is Josine. Behind me, Inge and                   from Francien

Kayla are sitting. The bus is nearly filled, only 4 

seats are empty. Mr. Flipse has claimed two of them, so he can lay down and read his book.

At a quarter past nine, we had a break at a German rastätte. How do you write that? Anyway, we stayed there for about half an hour. At half past one, we had another break. This one was much longer, about 5 quarters! We were sitting outside, eating our lunch and chatting. 

But after an hour, it started to rain! We wanted to go into the bus again, but we couldn’t because the doors were closed and the bus driver was sleeping inside. So we all went to the small restaurant, but they didn’t allow us to go in if we didn’t buy anything. Fortunately, a part of the roof was hanging over so we could stand under. 

My first impression of Denmark? Rain!!

20.30

At half past three, we arrived in Århus (but we hadn’t found the school yet). We thought we would be much to early, because we were expected between four and five. So we succeed in driving trough the city, and coming after five minutes for the third time at the same spot again. Of course we weren’t lost, it only looked like that.

At about four we finally arrived at the school. There we were welcomed warmly, and introduced to the Danish kids. They showed us the school, and after that we could go ‘home’ with our new Danish friends.

There is a party week in Århus, so this evening we are going to see a lot of firework!

Monday September 1st

14.30

You get very tired of this trip! It got quite late yesterday evening, if you compare it to our departure time of 6 o’clock. This morning we had to be on school at 9.15. Wendelien and her Dane, Pernille, came to our place to have breakfast. That was very nice. 

At school, we went with 4 classes in one bus, so that was very crowded, to the centre of Århus. We were divided in 4 groups, and went sightseeing with a guide from the tourist information. She gave us a lot of information bout a lot of buildings, for example about a big church, and a very old statue of an important Dane.

After that we had a break, in which we could go and see the shops. I went in a small group first to McDonalds, and then we just walked trough the streets. 

Later on, when we were together again, we went to a big tower,

One of the guides 
   with then stages.

 


  We had to walk a lot of stairs, because we weren’t allowed to take the lift. 









The stairs of the 5th until the 10th stage were very scary! 

The scary stairs
They were placed against the wall, without any support! And they were thin… It looked if they would fall down if there were to many people walking on it. So some of us didn’t dare to go up. 

But when you finally reached the top, you could see the whole city! That was beautiful. 

This afternoon, we will go to the supermarket and after that to friends. 

22.00

As I told you, we went to the supermarket. It was very very big! It was much bigger than our Appie in Zutphen. After that we (Anja, Pernille, Wendelien and I) went to a friend of Anja 

and Pernille. She also had a ‘hollænder’, Francien. 

With the six of us, we went to a football field. We stayed there the rest of the afternoon and the evening. We were just sitting down, chatting with each other. I think they love that: from the morning till the evening chatting with each other.

Later on, others came: a lot of Danish kids and Timea and Myrthe.

After some time, we went to an old farmhouse, which was turned into a youth club. At about half past nine we went home again.

Tuesday September 2nd

8.52

When you want to go somewhere, we would take our bike. Here they don’t, it’s always the bus or just walking. Yesterday, Myrthe said: If I survive this trip, my weight will be decreased with at least 3 kilos. 

That’s not only because of all the walking. The second reason is the food. The eating times look American: You eat when you are hungry. It doesn’t matter where you are. When you are at a friend’s house, you just go to the kitchen and find something to eat. So my advice for the next year students: bring some peanuts or something like that to eat.

A bus cart  

 

16.00

For the first time since I’m in Århus, I’m not feeling hungry!! The reason for that is maybe a little strange: I’ve been eating three quarters of a melon. Now I also feel like that. But enough about food!

This morning, we have been to ‘den gamle by’, an open-air museum. It was very big; about 75 houses were rebuilt. 

We had to find the answers of some questions in the houses. There were even some ‘old’ people walking around, in

original clothes. 



Den gamle by, the open-air museum
18.00

Quick note before I leave: We’ve had spaghetti for diner!! 

Wednesday September 3rd

8.00

I’m tired… I haven’t had a good night sleep yet, only a few hours with gaps in between. The time we were going to sleep was always between 10 and 11, and I was awake at 6 or 7. And between 2 and 4 I didn’t sleep either…

15.00

In two days, today and tomorrow, we have to make a poster, about everything we’ve seen of Århus. They didn’t tell us how big it must be, so we (Anja, Pernille, Mia (Inge’s Dane), Wendelien, Inge and I) are making a very big one: It has a size of about 1 by 1,5 metres. Of course there are a lot of pictures on it. But it is a little boring to make.

18.00

I can’t tell you a lot about today, because I’m not doing very much. Maybe tomorrow some more news!

Thursday September 4th

14.00

This is a far much better day then yesterday!

I’ve been sleeping very well, we finished the poster, we will go to the grandparents of Anja over a few minutes, and this evening we have a party! It’s a farewell party, that’s less nice.

18.00

The grandparents and the cousins of Anja are very nice! We’ve just been to them. They live in 2 of the biggest houses in Århus, but I don’t think it’s very big. We’ve got bigger ones in the Netherlands!

We have also bought some souvenirs for my family at home. One of the things I bought are chocolate plates, for on your bread! It’s very strange.

22.30

I’ve got a stomach-ache! I think I’ve had too much pizza. But beside that, the party was nice. We first ate – as you know – pizza. There were really a lot of them, and beside two they were all eaten! After that you could dance or go outside. I went outside, because inside it was a little bit too hot. But the crisps and drinks were inside, so I didn’t stay outside the whole time…

Friday September 5th

15.27

How much fun can you have of one small puzzle? I can tell you all bout it: a lot. At about twelve, Josine and I started to solve a puzzle, called ‘tentje-boompje’. 

It’s a puzzle about a camping, with 24 trees. There are also 24 families, who want to have their tent near a tree, so every tree has one tent. 

The families want some privacy, so 2 tents can’t be placed next to each other, neither they can diagonally.

It was quite difficult, so in the break, at a quarter past twelve, we went on for a few minutes. Back in the bus again, Mr Flipse asked if he could try it.

So we put over the puzzle on a separate paper, and he started to solve the problem. After an hour, he finished. We checked if he did it correctly, because the answers were in the back of 

the book. 




The puzzle
Mrs. Brouwer and Nick, who saw it, now also wanted to try it. So we made a paper for them too, and at exactly 3 o’clock they started. 

We heard a lot of noise from their brains, but after 20 minutes, Nick was finished. After 27 minutes, Mrs Brouwer had solved the problem. So in total, we had nearly 4 hours fun of one small puzzle! Isn’t that great?

19.30

Still one hour, and we will be home again!! We’ve just had our final break, at McDonalds. I think the break was a little bit too long, but maybe that’s because I’m looking forward to be home again…

A souvenir from McDonalds

Conclusion

Well, that was the Denmark excursion! I think it was really nice, because the people I was have been staying with were very kind, and the things I’ve seen were nice too.

So the next year third grate really has to go too. But it’s not up to me to decide that. What can I tell more? I don’t know, I think I’ve told enough now. But if you still have any questions, you can always ask!

Marjan van der Velde 3VM
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