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Cultural Experience


Culture: The customs and beliefs, art, way of life and social organization of a particular country or group.


Since I was a little, I have had contact with cultures that differ from my own. When I was 1 year old, I traveled from Venezuela to Barbados. Since I was too young to be at school, the language barriers did not affect me. When I turned 2 years old, I started attending to Peter Pan Kinder garden. At Peter Pan I had my first true contact with the Barbadian culture. At the beginning I did not understand my classmates nor teachers. It took me few months to start communicating. Outside school the situation did not get any better. Most Africanbarbadians speak a dialect that is a mix between English and several African forgotten dialects. Luckily for me I did not need to speak because I was always with my parents.


The Barbadian population is mostly from African ascendancy. As a result, many of their customs are African like. Barbados also have Caucasians and although there is small Caucasian influence, their culture also influences Barbados.


I went back to Venezuela when I was 4 years old. Even though my native language was Spanish, I Thought my family spoke too fast for me. It took me some time to get used to it. I spent 4 years in Venezuela, then we moved to Guayaquil, Ecuador.


Ecuador is a country influenced by Native American culture. Some of their words come from South American dialects. Also thy have a heavy accent. Even if you speak Spanish, it would take you a while to understand what exactly are they saying. At Ecuador I changed from School several times. The first school I attended too was called Valdivia. My first day of class was funny because I did not understand my classmates. They thought I spoke another language, one even told me if I was deaf because I asked them to repeat what they were saying several times. When I went to the Ecuatorian Andes for vacations, I saw the montunos that is how the Ecuatorians call the Native Americans from who live in Los Andes. The montunos speak two dialects, the Quetchua and the Quitchua. Some montunos are so involved in their culture that they do not speak Spanish. The montunos have kept their beliefs and their culture throughout the centuries. My family and I had the luck to experience that when we went to a celebration they called la Pacha Mama (which means Mother Earth in their Language) This celebration is basically thanking mother earth for everything she has given them. This celebration also occurs in Bolivia and Peru. My mother did not like the celebration because during the celebration because during the celebration animals sacrifices were made and there was this kind of fight among villagers. I thought it was different but they did not allow me to see it because it was bloody and I was too young according to them. Instead I just saw the Pilgrimage and how they carried the Virgin Mary in some kind of crystal cage. I spent 5 years in Ecuador then I moved to Venezuela again and spent one year there until we moved to the United States.


In the United States my biggest problem was the language. Even though I had lived in Barbados, all my English was forgotten due to the lack of practice. In the United States I met people from all over the world. Some of my friends were from Pakistan, India and Belarus. My friend from Pakistan taught of how they see the world and told me something about their religion. Besides the foreigners, I did not see the United States that different from my culture. I think westerns are pretty much alike, with some differences but not big ones. After living 2 years in the United States, I moved to Panama. In Panama I made many friends and the only difference that I see in this country from other Latin American countries is the way they talk and their North American influence.


I believe that each time you move to another country, part of the culture always stays with you. So even though I was born in Venezuela, I do not consider myself totally Venezuelan due to the fact that I have been living abroad my native country most of my life.  

