PRE-SENTENCE INVESTIGATION #2

NAME:

CAUSE NO.:

DATE:

I.  OFFENSE:

OFFICIAL VERSION:

On the 3rd day of July, 2000, Officer John Brown of the New Braunfels Police Department was dispatched to speak with the owner of New Braunfels Rentals.  He advised the officer that in going over his books, he had discovered six canceled checks that had been signed by the manager of the business but had been inappropriately made payable to and endorsed by the secretary of the company at the time in the total amount of $1150.00.  The secretary hereinafter referred to as the defendant later was arrested and charged with forgery and at trial she plead guilty.  The store manager reports that because his business was already suffering financially, he is not sure that it will survive this loss. 

DEFENDANTS VERSION:

The defendant denies any guilt in this offense stating that she is “not a thief.”  In fact, she reports that she only plead guilty because her attorney advised her to.  She thinks that the store manager  is a “liar” and made up the charges to get even with her because she refused his sexual advances.  She thinks it would be unfair to make her pay restitution for something she did not do. 

II. PRIOR RECORD:

Juvenile History:

January, 1990:  Adjudicated for theft a Class B misdemeanor.  She shoplifted various personal items from K-mart.  She was placed on 6 months probation and completed it successfully.

Adult History:

March,  1993:  Convicted of Class B misdemeanor possession of marijuana and was placed on 1 year probation which was revoked and defendant spent 2 months in jail.   Her violations included an arrest for public intoxication and several positive urinalysis for marijuana and cocaine.

May, 1996:  Arrested for forgery.  She spent 3 months in jail but was released before trial for lack of evidence.

December 1999:  Arrested for public intoxication and fined.  She had been drinking with friends at a bar when a fight broke out.   When the police arrived, she tried to leave and she was arrested.

July, 2000:  Present offense:  Plead guilty to the Felony offense of forgery.  Pending sentencing.

III.  PERSONAL HISTORY:

Social History:

The defendant is 25 years old.  She was initially raised by her natural mother and father but when she was five, they divorced and her father left the home.  She had little contact with him since accept for occasional phone calls.  She has no idea where he now lives.   Her mother re-married and the defendant and her step-father did not got along and she began running away from home at the age of 12.  At the age of 16, she became pregnant and she and her boyfriend lived together for a short time until she had her child.  He left soon after the birth of the child.  The defendant says that she could not support the child by herself and her mother obtained legal custody and has raised her since.  She married at the age of 18 but divorced two years later.  She has had several boyfriends since then but none reported as serious relationships.  She reportedly leaves them because they are alcoholics or drug addicts and are always "getting into trouble."   She has no other children.

Since moving out of her parent's home 9 years ago, the defendant has lived in the San Antonio/New Braunfels area.  However, she reports that she rarely stays in one place for long.  In fact, the longest she has lived at any one address is 6 months.  She has never owned a home and either rents on her own or lives with boyfriends.     Since she was arrested on this charge, she has returned to live with her mother until she can become financially stable.  She says that this has allowed her to "finally get to know her child."

Education:

The defendant dropped out of school in the 10th grade after she discovered she was pregnant.  While in school she reports having been an average student.  She wants to work on getting her GED but hasn't done so yet.  She regrets having not finished high school because she believes it has limited her employment potential. 

Employment:

The defendant stated that she has worked so many different jobs she could not remember all of them.  Presently she is working as a cocktail waitress at a nightclub where she obtained work after being fired from her job as a secretary.  She reportedly wants to quit but needs the income to pay her bills.  The secretarial position lasted only one month.  She said that this was the best job she ever had and wishes that she could get it back.  She has few office skills and felt lucky to get it. Prior to that, she had been unemployed for about 4 months.  Out of the past year, she worked about 6 months.  She typically works in restaurants as wait staff or as a cashier at various local businesses. 

Health and Substance use:

The defendant did not report any significant health related problems except for a persistent problem with allergies.  She admits to experimenting with drugs, mostly marijuana, but denies any recent use.  She admits to having a "couple of drinks" now and then but never drinks to the point of intoxication.   When confronted with her criminal history regarding her drug and alcohol arrests she explains that it was her boyfriend's drugs and she only was arrested because she was in the house.  She also denies the public intoxication charge explaining that the cop needed some kind of charge to arrest her and made it up.

Probation officer impressions:
The defendant was well dressed and appeared neat and attentive.  She had no problem understanding and responding to the questions and did not appear to have any problems reading or writing. Throughout the interview, the defendant appeared to be trying to please.    She denied any problems and said that she just wanted to go on with her life.   She appeared uncomfortable and defensive when talking about her drug and alcohol use.    

