February 17, 2009:

Lecture:

Sentencing:  I will be covering the sentencing process including the eligibility requirements for probation in Texas and conditions of probation. 

Groups:

The groups need to be prepared to present their Pre-Sentence Investigation to the rest of the class who will all be playing the role of a probation officer.  This is called a staffing and they are used to make a formal recommendation to the court regarding sentencing.  The presentation should be a summary of what is written in the PSI and should not be read word for word.  All pertinent and factual information should be presented so that the probation officers can make a sound recommendation.  
After the PSI is presented the probation officers will have the opportunity to ask questions about the case.  The recommendation of the probation officer who wrote the PSI will be taken into account. Please keep in mind that you will need to provide your reasoning for your sentencing recommendation. The staffing will conclude with a vote of the probation officers either for probation, prison (jail if misdemeanor) or probation or a combination of jail and prison. Judge Mardock will then pronounce sentence.   We will not be making recommendations for specific treatment programs until after the assessment phase.
At the end of the PSI you will need to include your group’s recommendations for sentencing and the final sentence after the staffing.  The PSI will need to be turned in to me on February 24 along with the offense report. 

Reading:   
Read Chapter’s 5 and 6 in your text

Quiz:  Quiz 3 is due. 
