January 27:
Group assignments made.  

Groups meet and determine what the actual offense is.  Use the penal code to determine the code and section number of the offense and the punishment range.

Decide who will be responsible for what aspect of the PSI:

· Write the police report.  This must be completed before the next class
· Play the role of the defendant
· Play the role of the probation officer interviewing the defendant

· Take notes

· Write the PSI

For the remaining exercises, the defendant and probation officer will continue in their roles .Defendants background should be realistic and as close to a typical offender as possible. 

February 3:

· PSI Interview conducted

Each group meets and the police report will be given to the probation officer.  The probation officer will then conduct the interview of the defendant using the questionnaire that he/she created.  Other members of the group will assist by taking notes and may ask questions as well.  Don’t assist the defendant with the interview. Let them use their acting skills to create the defendant’s personality and factual information.

Make sure in the interview process that you get all the information you need to write the report.  If you don’t feel that the defendant is giving you all the information they have, continue to probe until you get it or are satisfied with their response.  

Between now and the next class, one of your group will write the report.  You should email the psi to the other members of your group to get their input. Use the example I handed out as a guide.   Your psi should be in the same format.  

February 10:  

· PSI will be staffed for recommendations and turned into judge
You will be meeting in your group.  Each member should have a copy of the psi and then you should discuss whether or not the defendant should be sentenced to probation or to prison.  Remember that they have already pleaded guilty in the court process.  You must provide your reasoning for your recommended punishment.

One or two members of each group will then “staff” the psi with the other members of the class (all are po’s).

