COURT SYSTEMS AND PRACTICES
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1.
At which stage in the criminal justice process does the defendant enter a plea?

	a.
	Arraignment

	b.
	Preliminary hearing

	c.
	Trial

	d.
	Booking



2.
Which model emphasizes individual rights?

	a.
	Crime control model

	b.
	due process model

	c.
	Consensus model

	d.
	Conflict model



3.
A courtroom work group refers to:

	a.
	The deliberation process used by juries

	b.
	The cooperation between judges, prosecutors, and defense attorneys

	c.
	The rotating system by which judges are assigned cases

	d.
	The procedure by which cases are filed and heard in court

	e.
	None of the above



4.
One of the most fundamental protections of the individual is the presumption of innocence. What is the burden of proof requirement prosecutors must meet in a criminal trial?

	a.
	Preponderance of the evidence

	b.
	Strict scrutiny of the evidence

	c.
	Circumstantial evidence

	d.
	Beyond a reasonable doubt

	e.
	None of the above



5.
A criminal offense punishable by a fine or up to a year in jail is called a:

	a.
	Felony

	b.
	Restraining order

	c.
	Misdemeanor

	d.
	Capitol offense

	e.
	None of the above



6.
Common law is often referred to as:

	a.
	Legislative law

	b.
	Judge-made law

	c.
	Discretionary law

	d.
	Code law

	e.
	Continental law



7.
The legal doctrine that court decisions serve as precedent for future decisions is:

	a.
	Equity

	b.
	Amicus curiae

	c.
	Stare decisis

	d.
	Dictum

	e.
	Habeas corpus



8.
Which Amendment to the U.S. Constitution prohibits a defendant from being tried twice for the same offense?

	a.
	First Amendment

	b.
	Second Amendment

	c.
	Fourth Amendment

	d.
	Fifth Amendment

	e.
	Eighth Amendment



9.
Which Amendment to the U.S. Constitution prohibits cruel and unusual punishment?

	a.
	First Amendment

	b.
	Second Amendment

	c.
	Fourth Amendment

	d.
	Fifth Amendment

	e.
	Eighth Amendment



10.
Which Amendment to the U.S. Constitution prohibits guarantees a defendant a speedy and public trial?

	a.
	First Amendment

	b.
	Second Amendment

	c.
	Fourth Amendment

	d.
	Fifth Amendment

	e.
	Sixth Amendment


11.
The United States Supreme Court uses which of the following procedures to decide which cases to hear?

	a.
	Writ of certiorari

	b.
	The rule of five

	c.
	The rule of four 

	d.
	The United States Supreme Court must hear all cases that reach that level.



12.
The principal difference between a trial and an appeal is that a trial focuses on _____ whereas an appeal focuses on _____.

	a.
	Questions, answers

	b.
	Attorneys, defendants

	c.
	Facts, interpretation of laws

	d.
	State courts, federal courts

	e.
	None of the above



13.
A case that is appealed from a U.S. District Court usually is heard by:

	a.
	the Supreme Court

	b.
	the U.S. Magistrate

	c.
	the Circuit Court of Appeals

	d.
	Another U.S. District Court

	e.
	None of the above



14.
Which of the following is a requirement to have the U.S. Supreme Court hear a case?

	a.
	the case must present a substantial federal question

	b.
	the case must involve criminal procedure

	c.
	the case must have been tried first in U.S. District Court

	d.
	the case must have been first appealed to a state supreme court

	e.
	None of the above



15.
In the federal court system, major criminal trials are heard at what level?

	a.
	Courts of appeal

	b.
	Supreme Court

	c.
	District Court

	d.
	Magistrate Court

	e.
	None of the above



16.
When a court is said to have original jurisdiction over a case the court has:

	a.
	The authority to try the case and decide it

	b.
	The authority to hear all appeals on that case

	c.
	The authority to bar the Supreme Court from hearing the case

	d.
	The authority to choose not to hear the case and send the case directly to the Supreme Court

	e.
	The authority to hear the case only but have another court rule on the decision



17.
En banc hearings are:

	a.
	Hearings before a panel of retired judges

	b.
	Hearings before a three judge panel

	c.
	Hearings before all of the judges of a circuit

	d.
	Found only in state courts

	e.
	Apply only to jury trials



18.
U.S. Circuit Courts of Appeals normally decide cases:

	a.
	en banc

	b.
	in three judge panels

	c.
	by a single judge

	d.
	Along standing divisions

	e.
	None of the above



19.
Which of the following is the primary function of the appellate courts?

	a.
	to overturn decisions of the trial courts

	b.
	to ensure that the trial court correctly interpreted and applied the law

	c.
	to send cases to the U.S. Supreme Court

	d.
	to protect the innocent when they have been wrongly accused

	e.
	None of the above


20. The court of last resort in a criminal case in Texas is the 

a. district court

b. supreme court

c. court of appeals

d. court of criminal appeals

21. Which court in Texas would a felony case be tried  in?

a. district court

b. county court at law

c. municipal court

d. court of appeals

22.  A class b misdemeanor in Texas would be filed in which court?

a.  district court

b. county court at law

c. municipal court

d. court of appeals


23.
Which of the following is a factor in court work group formation?

	a.
	Daily interaction

	b.
	Mutual interdependence

	c.
	lack of a hierarchical system of control

	d.
	all of the above

	e.
	None of the above



24.
Why is the goal of "doing justice" difficult to achieve?

	a.
	There is no agreement as to the meaning of "justice"

	b.
	There is no agreement as to what should be the "end product" of a trial

	c.
	There is no ready way to evaluate whether "justice" is actually being done

	d.
	all of the above

	e.
	None of the above



25.
The person who has the most knowledge about a case is the:

	a.
	Judge

	b.
	Jury

	c.
	Prosecutor

	d.
	Defense attorney

	e.
	Court clerk



26.
The primary duty of the prosecutor as an officer of the court is:

	a.
	to see that the accused is found guilty

	b.
	to insure that laws are strictly enforced

	c.
	to see that justice is done

	d.
	to insure that the convicted are sentenced according to the penal code

	e.
	None of the above



27.
The District attorney is:

	a.
	Elected in most states including Texas

	b.
	Appointed by the governor in most states like Texas

	c.
	Responsible to the state bar association

	d.
	Responsible to the state attorney general

	e.
	Responsible to the Chief Justice of the state Supreme Court



28.
The appointment of a U.S. Attorney is:

	a.
	a lifetime appointment

	b.
	for a ten-year term

	c.
	at the pleasure of the president

	d.
	Until removed by the chief justice



29.
As an officer of the court, the prosecuting attorney has an obligation to _____, whereas the defense attorney does not.

	a.
	tell the truth at all times

	b.
	Provide the opposing side all evidence that may show innocence

	c.
	Offer a plea bargain

	d.
	Protect the defendant's rights

	e.
	None of the above



30.
Which of the following methods of selecting counsel is used in the vast majority of the larger metropolitan counties in the U .S. for providing indigent defendants with attorneys?

	a.
	Private retention of counsel

	b.
	Appointment by the court of an attorney from among volunteers

	c.
	Assignment of a member of staff of attorneys from a local legal aid service financed by grants

	d.
	Assignment of a member of the staff of the local office of a public defender

	e.
	None of the above



31.
Defendants often do not trust their attorneys. This lack of trust is made worse by:

	a.
	Hurried and infrequent communication between attorney and client

	b.
	Failure of the attorney to fully investigate their case

	c.
	the defendant's impression that the attorney will not work hard on the case because the attorney receives the same fee (if retained counsel) or the same salary (if a public defender) whether the case is won or lost

	d.
	Both a and c

	e.
	all of the above



32.
Information communicated to an attorney by their client that usually cannot be disclosed without the client's consent is called:

	a.
	Interpersonal communication

	b.
	Incommunicado

	c.
	Privileged communication

	d.
	Communication breakdown

	e.
	Secretive communication



33.
The _____ amendment that provides the right to counsel in all cases that lead to imprisonment.

	a.
	4th

	b.
	5th

	c.
	6th

	d.
	7th

	e.
	8th



34.
For an appellate court to overturn a verdict on the judgment of "ineffective assistance of counsel," the court must find:

	a.
	that the defense attorney violated the state bar's guidelines

	b.
	that the outcome would have been different if counsel had not been ineffective

	c.
	that the defense attorney broke the law

	d.
	that the defense attorney failed to take all necessary steps to defend his or her client

	e.
	All of the above



35.
Whereas most prosecutors focus on securing a conviction, most defense attorneys focus on:

	a.
	Gaining an outright acquittal for their clients

	b.
	Getting paid by their criminal clients

	c.
	Securing the least damaging sentence for their guilty clients

	d.
	Making sure their clients appear in court

	e.
	None of the above



36.
Under the adversarial system of criminal justice, a defense lawyer's task is to:

	a.
	Prove the defendant innocent

	b.
	Disprove the criminal charges

	c.
	win at all costs

	d.
	all of the above

	e.
	None of the above



37.
The National Center for State Courts drew the following conclusions from a study of assigned counsel and public defenders:

	a.
	Indigent defense attorneys and prosecuting attorneys were equally experienced

	b.
	Defense attorneys for the indigent gained as many favorable outcomes for their clients

	c.
	Attorneys for indigent defendants resolved cases more expeditiously than privately retained counsel

	d.
	all of the above

	e.
	a and c only



38.
Which of the following would be unethical for a defense attorney to do?

	a.
	to try to cast doubt on testimony of the victim that the defense attorney knows to be true

	b.
	to try to suppress truthful evidence from being admitted at trial

	c.
	to make statements to the judge that defense counsel knows to be false in order to obtain retrial motions

	d.
	all of the above



39.
The Missouri Bar Plan provides for selecting judges on the basis of:

	a.
	Partisan politics

	b.
	Popular vote

	c.
	Merit

	d.
	non-partisan politics

	e.
	None of the above



40.
Most states choose trial judges by what method?

	a.
	Appointment by the Governor

	b.
	Merit selection

	c.
	Legislative appointment

	d.
	Popular election as in Texas

	e.
	None of the above



41.
The court's "docket" refers to:

	a.
	the rotation system used to assign judges to hear cases

	b.
	the calendar of cases scheduled to be heard by a judge

	c.
	the entrance to the court used by criminal defendants

	d.
	the layout of the courtroom

	e.
	None of the above



42.
"Judge shopping" refers to:

	a.
	Defense attorneys maneuvering to have their clients' cases heard by the judge they perceive as the most favorable

	b.
	the process whereby governors look for the best candidate to nominate to the bench

	c.
	the negotiations between judges and attorneys over plea bargains

	d.
	the pressures judges put on attorneys to act properly in the courtroom

	e.
	None of the above



43.
Federal judges are:

	a.
	Nominated by the president and confirmed by the Senate.

	b.
	Nominated by the president and confirmed by both houses of Congress.

	c.
	Appointed by Congress, subject to presidential veto.

	d.
	Appointed by the chief justice.

	e.
	Appointed by the president subject only to legislative veto.



44.
Federal judges may be removed from office through:

	a.
	a recall election

	b.
	an order by the president

	c.
	Impeachment by Congress

	d.
	all of the above



45.
Which of the following statements is true regarding crime victims?

	a.
	Many victims are unwilling to become involved in the criminal court process

	b.
	After police make an arrest victims usually cooperate

	c.
	in murder, assault, and robbery cases, the victim seldom knows the defendant

	d.
	all of the above

	e.
	None of the above



46.
Given the problems and frustrations experienced, victims and witnesses:

	a.
	do not give any support to the court process

	b.
	are apathetic about the court process

	c.
	still express overall support for the court process

	d.
	do not have any opinion on the court process

	e.
	None of the above



47.
Most state victim compensation plans including Texas:

	a.
	Compenstate for pain and suffering

	b.
	Compensate for mental anguish

	c.
	Compensate for medical costs 

	d.
	None of the above

	



48.
The victim's rights movement is most associated with which of the following organizations?

	a.
	National Organization of Women

	b.
	League of Women Voters

	c.
	National Association for the Advancement of Colored People

	d.
	Mothers Against Drunk Driving

	e.
	Fraternal Organization of Police



49.
Which of the following has the most discretionary power over a criminal case?
	a.
	Probation officer

	b.
	Prosecuting attorney

	c.
	Trial judge

	d.
	Defense attorney

	e.
	None of the above


50. Who is the Chief Judge of the United States Supreme Court?

a. William Rheinquist

b. Sandra Day O'Conner

c. Clarence Thomas

d. John Roberts
Extra credit (1 point each)

Who is the Chief Prosecutor (District Attorney)  in Bexar County? _______________________________

Who is the Attorney General for the State of Texas? ___________________________

Who is the Attorney General for the United States? ____________________________

Indigent defendants will be appointed an attorney from the Public Defender office in Bexar County. 

T ____ F ____

