CRIME IN AMERICA (CRIJ 1307 Sec 1)

PALO ALTO COLLEGE

SPRING, 2009
TR 10-11:15 a.m., PORT 402
INSTRUCTOR:

STEVE MARDOCK                                                                OFFICE : GE 237
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COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course is the study of American crime problems in historical perspective.  Included are social and public policy factors affecting crime, impact and crime trends, a multidisciplinary survey of major criminological theories and the prevention of crime.

Prerequisite:  None.

TEXT:  CRIMINOLOGY: Theories, Patterns, and Typologies, 9th ed., 2007, Siegel, Larry

Periodically, I will be providing supplemental material that is not found in your text and/or may assign additional reading.  I will also be showing some videotapes and I may also invite guest speakers who are specialists in the topic we are covering.  You will be responsible for any information accordingly presented.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

  1)  Define criminology and understand its basic concepts including historical perspectives; 

       research; ethical issues; criminal law  and its functions processes, defenses and reforms; 

       nature, extent and patterns of crime; and victimization issues.

  2)  Understand why people commit crimes and define and contrast each of the criminological theories and know the basic premise of each theory, their strengths and weaknesses.

  3)  Know and understand the major forms of criminal behavior including, violent crime, theft offenses, white-collar and organized crime and public order crimes such as sex offenses and substance abuse offenses.

COURSE ORGANIZATION:

The course objectives will be achieved through a program of lectures, readings, class participation, videos, class exercises, field trips, presentations and examinations.

You must have access to the Internet in order to enter a web page I have created for criminal justice students.  This page can be reached through the following address:  www.geocities.com/mardockcj.  After entering this page, you will find several column headings each designating a specific course.  For this course, go to CRIME IN AMERICA and click on Announcements.  There, you will read about important information about the class, upcoming events, etc.  Under announcements you will find supplemental notes organized by chapter and later on, Quizzes.  You should access this page periodically but at least once each week.
EVALUATION:

ATTENDANCE:  

The college handbook explains the overall policy of the school with regard to absences.  You will be expected to attend all classes.  Role will be taken by your signing in on the attendance sheet during each class period.  If you fail to sign this attendance sheet, you will be counted as absent.   If you are late, you are not likely to be counted as present.  Also, if you are late to class, you are likely to miss important announcements.  Most of the questions for the exams will be taken from the material that is presented in class and if you are absent, you are not likely to perform well.   If you miss a class, it is recommended that you obtain notes for that class from another student.  I cannot provide you with copies of my notes so please do not ask.  If you miss 2 classes or less, 10 points will be added to your final grade.  If you miss more than 5 classes you will lose 20 points from your total grade.  Finally, you may be dropped from the course for excessive absences if you miss more than 5 classes.

If you simply quit attending class and you are not officially withdrawn, you will receive a grade of "F".  The student is responsible for officially withdrawing from the course by  taking the withdrawal notice to the Office of Admissions and Records.  The last day to withdraw from this class for this semester is April 13th.
DISCUSSION:

You will not be graded on your participation in discussion.  However, I will assume that if you do not, you are either not interested or have not read the material.  I expect and welcome comments and questions relevant to the topic we are discussing and current issues in Criminology.

PRESENTATIONS:

Students groups will choose one topic from the text from Chapters 10, 11, 12, 13 and 14 and will be required to teach the class the material in that chapter sometime during the last 2 weeks of the semester.   The presentation will be worth a total of 100 points.  Details will be forthcoming within the next few weeks.
SERVICE LEARNING:

Service Learning may be performed in lieu of the presentation as referenced above.  It is worth 100 points and requires that you complete a minimum of 60 hours of service at the Bexar County Supervision and Corrections Department.
What is Service Learning?

Students provide a needed service to the community and at the same time use the service to help them link what they have learned in the classroom to real life situations.  It is a great opportunity to do something positive for the community; learn about those who are experiencing significant social problems and what society is doing to help; develop empathy for others and to make contacts in the community for career development.

Who participates?

This is an optional part of the course.  Those who choose this route will earn a possible 100 points and will not participate in the presentations over Chapters 10-14.  However, participants still must attend all class periods.  

What are the requirements?

The students will contact the agency and will set up a schedule to provide their service of 60 hours.  This can be done in small or large increments buy only on weekdays but must be completed by April 24.
· Journal: 

Students will keep a journal requiring them to write descriptive accounts of each service experience recording what they did, what they may have observed, what they may have learned and their explanations of the observations linking classroom knowledge to the experience.  This journal must be word processed or typewritten and well organized and will be turned in by May 1.  It is worth 100 points as noted below.  It should be word processed at least 10 pages in length, double-spaced with one-inch margins.

  QUIZZES:

There will be 10 quizzes worth 10 points each. It’s another way in which to earn points. All quizzes are take-home and will consist of multiple choice, true/false and completion questions worth one point each and will primarily cover material presented in class and the textbook.  You should be aware that a considerable amount of information presented in class comes from sources other than your text.  Therefore, you are strongly urged to take class notes.  The quizzes will be available on the website a few days before they are due and you must turn them in at the scheduled time during class.  Emailed quizzes will not be accepted. All quizzes that are turned in past the due date will have 2 points deducted.  
CLASS EXERCISES:

There will be four class exercises conducted in small groups. Each exercise will be worth ten points and in order to earn the points, you must be in attendance during the group work and you must be an active participant.   

TOUR:  We will be taking a tour of the Dominguez State Jail on a date to be announced.  This activity will be worth 30 points towards your final grade. If you are unable to attend this tour, you have the option of writing a 3-page paper on a criminal justice topic approved by the instructor for a possible 30 points. The paper is due the week following the tour.  You will need to provide your own transportation to and from the facility

POSSIBLE POINTS:

QUIZZES:       
 10 Quizzes (10 points each)  

 100

TOUR  or Paper                                            30

GROUP EXERCISES:


   40
PRESENTATIONS:                                      

   OR
SERVICE LEARNING:  


 100
   TOTAL POINTS:                                       270

.

GRADES:

243 & higher = A

216-242         = B

189-215         = C

162-188         = D
< 162             = F

