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Housekeeping Focus Areas
 

Tripping and falling hazards - You can protect yourself and others from tripping and falling hazards by not keeping anything, even temporarily, on ;the floor. Every machine and tool, every material and substance we use belongs in some specific place. That place should never be the floor. Other things that do not belong on the floor are boxes that are waiting to be moved, cords, cables, air hoses, etc. Keep all work / walk areas unobstructed.
 

Contact hazards - objects that can hit you or that you can bump into - are common problems. Open drawers and tools left perched precariously on a table are typical examples. Putting things away properly can prevent contact hazards. Don't just leave tools or materials on the edge of a surface where they can fall. Don't leave drawers open where someone can bump into them. Put things where they belong.
 

Puncture and splinter hazards - Puncture and splinter hazards can be prevented in a similar way. There is no excuse for leaving sharp or pointed objects lying around where someone - like you could find them in a hand or an eye. When you come up against any kind of material with a rough edge with splinters, either cover the exposed edge or remove it.
 

Electrical hazards - Protect yourself and all of us from electrical hazards by knowing the basics of electrical safety. Don't overload circuits and be sure you are using the right plug in the right outlet. Make sure wiring insulation is inteact. Do not use cut or frayed extension cords. Do not place extension cords so that they are tripping hazards. Water and electricity do not mix. Use Ground Fault Circuit Interruptors (GFCIs) on power tools as required.
 

Fire hazards - You also have to be alert to open containers of flammable liquids, scrap near ignition sources, dirt on machinery, and materials that block access to fire exits or fire protection equipment (such as portable fire extinguishers). Keep an eye out for anything in the work area that could burn. If you are working with flammable liquids, make sure they are kept in approved fire safety cans (Underwriter Laboratories / Factory Mutual) approved. Do not let dust build up on equipment. Watch out for flammable waste like oil or solvent soaked rags. They should be disposed of in a tight, closed, metal container that is disposed of on a daily basis.
 

Chemical exposure hazards - Read the labels and the material safety data sheet (MSDS) for chemical products utilized in your work area. Use proper protective equipment (PPE) as referenced on vendor supplied packaging labels or on the MSDS. Ensure proper ventilation. Be sure to remove only the quantities of the chemical you need and to keep the container closer when not in use. To prevent chemical spills, inspect containers regularly to make sure there are no leaks. If there is a small spill, clean it up immediately according to established procedures. 
