A SHORT INTRODUCTION TO LEIPZIG
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Those arriving in Leipzig by train are lucky: they can start their sightseeing tour in one of the most impressive buildings of the city. The ‘Hauptbahnhof’ was built in the early 20th century, when Leipzig still seemed on its way to become a big metropolis. This never came about and that is why the railway station is actually much too large for a regional centre like Leipzig.


With over 20 tracks, it was one of the largest stations in Europe when it was built, and it still is almost a century later.





The complex has been renovated in the 1990s. One of the largest shopping centres of the city was added to the railway station.     


This was part of the city’s strategy to become more competitive with the many huge shopping malls ‘American-style’ that were opened on the outskirts of Leipzig in the early 1990s. 





Since the autumn of 1989, Leipzig is known as the ‘Heldenstadt’ (‘city of heroes’). It deserved this title because the ‘peaceful revolution’ against the socialist GDR regime started here. The refusal of the GDR regime to introduce reforms following the ‘perestrojka’ in the Soviet Union and the poor economic situation led to civilian protests. A crucial role in this protest movement was played by a group of people meeting every monday in the Nikolaikirche. Initially, it was only a small group of critics of the GDR regime, but it grew larger and eventually led to an impressive demonstration of  70,000 people on 9 October 1989. The beginning of the end of socialist rule in the GDR. The development that followed afterwards, with the German reunification and re-introduction of democracy and capitalism, was welcomed at first but led to mixed emotions afterwards among the revolutionists and the former GDR population.








