1998:

INTRODUCING RICK BECKHAM 

Today we have the privilege of being addressed by Rick Beckham. 

I'm afraid I was unable to obtain any information about Mr. Beckham, but am very flattered that he would choose my paper as his subject.  I was in the midst of making corrections to the paper's appearance after having been damaged in the transmission ….

However, it appears the text is fully intact in there, and after editing out the mess, I found the 5:00 p.m. Eastern time deadline had passed not long after I started.  So I decided to extend it to 7:00 p.m. Eastern time.  I wouldn't want my typing speed to be the reason anyone was excluded. 

I enjoyed the paper very much, and look forward to referring to it in the future.  I'm sure you will too. 

Please welcome Mr. Rick Beckham. 

2009:

The future has arrived.  A decade later, my friend Mr. Beckham contacted me and mentioned that his paper, which was voted first place among RAMDers in 1998, was not listed in the Symposium Archive.  I was embarrassed to acknowledge the fact.  Without recalling or finding any specific reason or guideline justifying its exclusion, I set to work on its reformatting and upload.  In review, I indeed found it a most appropriate addition to the collection, and I hope you will enjoy the issues raised in this trip down memory lane as much as I did.  Time has proven it to be a personally relevant and humbling reflection which has aged well.

For the occasion, I have taken the liberty of writing a proper introduction to this accomplished man as follows –

Rick Beckham spent his childhood in Mississippi, where he earned his BS in Computer Science at the University of Southern Mississippi (1982), and then his Master’s degree in computer science from the University of Texas at Dallas (1987).  He served the Texaco Corporation in Houston and E-Systems in Dallas before his hiring by Nortel in 1990 where he has been employed since.

Rick has been married for 25 years.  He and his wife have raised 3 children in Texas, where he has served the local scouting program since 1997, and performs with the cover rock band Second Shift throughout the Dallas metroplex area.

Mr. Beckham’s drum and bugle corps experience includes the Garfield Cadets (1980) and 27th Lancers (1981), after which he has instructed and consulted drumlines for high schools, colleges, and drum and bugle corps around the country.  Rick has won the Drum Corps Associates (DCA) individual snare drum championship an unsurpassed four years:  1999, 2000, 2001 and 2003.

Rick Beckham was a member of the historic National Association of Rudimental Drummer (N.A.R.D), The International Association of Rudimental Percussionists (I.A.R.P.), and is the founder of Drummers for RUdimental Mastery (D.R.U.M.).  His publications include “The Beckham Book:  Rudimental Competition Solos,” and “The Rudimental Drummer.”
