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TEACHER’S NOTES

Abba

Lead-in and vocabulary

How much do you know about pop music and musical terms? Work with a partner to do this quiz. Use the words below to answer the questions.

charts

vocals

track

mainstream pop

melody

harmony
chord


1 What do you call the list of the most popular songs on sale at the moment?

2 What do you call a recording of someone singing or playing an instrument?

3 What do you call a combination of musical notes?

4 What do you call the way different notes or chords combine to make a pleasant sound?

5 What do you call music that is popular with everybody?

6 What do you call the sound of people singing on a recording?

7 What do you call the part of a song that you remember and find yourself singing?

Reading 1: prediction

You are going to read about Abba, the most successful pop group of the 1970s. How much do you know about the group? Write true, false or don’t know.

1 There were four members of the group.

2 They came from Germany.

3 They won the Eurovision Song Contest.

4 They never had a number 1 hit.

5 They wrote their own songs.

6 Their songs were badly produced.

7 They made a movie.

8 They are still performing today.

Now read the passage about Abba. Check your answers.

Reading 2: comprehension

Read the passage again. Answer the questions.

1 Why were they called Abba? What do you think an acronym is?

2 In what way were they the most successful group in the world?

3 Where did they get their musical ideas from? What do you think a pastiche is?

4 Which of the following were important to the Abba sound?

A
simple harmonies

B
very good production values

C
videos

Vocabulary in context

Look at the sentences below. Then look back at the passage and replace the verb in italics with a verb from the passage.

1 They took the acronym Abba in 1973.

2 They started their international career at the Eurovision Song Contest in 1974.

3 They achieved popularity all over the world.

4 Their success was helped by the use of video.

5 They followed different careers after they disbanded.

Language focus

Superlatives

Look at the sentence from the passage below. 

Abba was the world’s most successful pop group in the 1970s.

Now complete the sentences about Abba below using a superlative form.

1 Abba/famous/Swedish pop group/in history.

2 Take a chance on me/good/song/they ever made.

3 Michael B. Tretow/talented/music producer of the 1970s.

4 Their videos/creative/at that time.

Who do you think were the best pop group of all time? Write some superlative sentences to describe their career.

Follow-up

Divide into groups of four. You are going to form a new pop group. Work together to decide the following.

1 Take the first letters of either your first names or surnames and create an acronym for your group. If it’s difficult, you can add one vowel to help you make a name.

2 Who is the lead singer? What instruments do other people in the band play?

3 What sort of music do you play?

4 What do you sing about?

5 Have your lives changed since you started playing in the group?

Now tell the rest of the class about your band.
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