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Is Faith in Public Life Good for Britain?
a possible contribution to the Faithworks debate (21/11/05)
Introduction: Well, yes and no, it depends but I’ll tell you what…
Is faith in public life good for Britain?

It all depends what we mean by “faith” in public life
You might think its just obvious that “faith in public life” is “good for Britain”. You might expect me, as a Christian, to say that “faith in Public Life” is good for Britain.

But as I listened to Polly and Steve and others here tonight, when I started to think about it a bit I wasn’t so sure. I reckon it ain’t necessarily so.

You see, it all rather depends on what we mean by “faith”. 


“faith” as believing / depending on things is inevitable
If faith just means believing things, then it seems to me we know we can’t get away from it, like it or not. We all have faith in all sorts of things all the time – just like I’m showing faith in this lectern now by depending on it to hold up my notes and believing that I won’t fall flat on my face if I trust it to “let me” lean on it now.
“faith” as gullibility / certainty is not good for public life in Britain
Of course its not good for public life in Britain that we should just have faith in any old thing. It won’t help us if I believe the earth’s flat or the moon’s made of cheese. You see, in a way we might say that Hitler was a person of faith. He didn’t believe in God properly, but he certainly had a very strong faith in himself and in the Nazi project and almost in his God-given mission to rid public life in Germany of the Jewish problem, as he saw it. And, even with the rise of the BNP, I hope it goes without saying that Hitler’s “faith” is the last thing that’s good for public life in Britain today. Gullibility or credulity or just believing you’re always right are not the sort of faith that’s good for public life in Britain.
“faith in public life” is good for Britain
But having said all that, I do think that “faith in public life” is “good for Britain” – at least in one way.

I think “faith in public life” is essential. I think we have to believe in public life, or we might as well all pack up and go home.

What I mean is, if we’re going to have public life in Britain – even, we might say, if we’re going to have Britain at all – we’ve got to believe in it. We need faith – and hope, and love.
We need to believe in the possibility of public life. We need to have faith that we can talk to one another. That we can know what one another is saying. That there’s a way we can agree and kind of get on. That its worth us talking. 

Maybe those are strange points for me to make. But in theory at least some post-modern philosophers have basically given up on public life. Its as if they think of all individuals in their own little bubbles – kind of like their own little universes that they’ve created for themselves. Its almost as if each of us were chatting away to ourselves – or in some cases maybe even screaming to ourselves – but no one else really listening and even if they were, they couldn’t hear.
Well, it seems to me that’s not exactly what we want. We need to have faith in public life in Britain.


“good faith” in public life is good for Britain
And we certainly want good faith in public life. We need to cut each other some slack, for example, and not second guess each other all the time. We need to be straightforward and honourable in what we do. No secret agendas. I mean, I reckon Tony Blair (who’s been so interested in Faithworks) is a person of good faith. I don’t believe everything he says, but I’m sure he does! I think he’s acting in good faith – even if he’s sincerely wrong. In this sense of good faith, I think “faith in public life” is unquestionably “good for Britain”.
But let’s get to the heart of the matter. We’ve got to believe in Public Life, and we’ve got to try to act in good faith, but I think there’s one last way that faith in public life is good for Britain.

I’m for “faith in Jesus” as good for public life in Britain
I want to suggest that faith in Jesus is good for public life in Britain.

As I’m training to be a C. of E. vicar, its my job to talk about Jesus.

Maybe “faith” in Allah and Buddha and “humanity” have done great good for public life in Britain. But I’m going to let Muslims, Buddhists, humanists and others speak for themselves. My friends from other non-Christian faiths would rather I didn’t presume to speak for them.

My agenda is for faith in Jesus – and I think faith in him has unquestionably been good for Britain.



Faith in Jesus has been good for public life in Britain in the past
I think we could prove that from history. Education, hospitals, welfare and our legal system are what they are because of faith in Jesus. That’s just a fact.

I guess some who have or claim to have faith in Jesus may have been bad news for public life in Britain, but with fallible humans even the best of things can sometimes be abused.



Faith in Jesus is the only hope for the future of Public Life in Britain

But I think faith in Jesus is good for the future of public life in Britain too. In fact, I think that Jesus is the only hope for public life, the only hope for Britain, the only hope full-stop. I’ve given my life to trying to get people to have faith in Jesus when I could have been trying to make my millions in the City, or whatever, so of course I think faith in Jesus is good for public life in Britain.


Jesus and public life
Jesus was very much into public life. What he said and did were public events: he was out there in the market place, not off in some corner. You can check out what he said and did: its all a matter of public record, not made up fairy stories for the sectarian meeting hall – not like those Gnostic so-called Gospels that The Da Vinci Code is on about, but out there in the public square for all to see. The authentic Christian Gospels tell us about the real Jesus who was politically revolutionary. He said he is the only Ultimate King of the World. A big claim! I’d encourage you to read one of the gospels from the Bible for yourself in a modern translation, if you’ve never done that as an adult before and ask yourself if it might be true. I think you’ll be surprised by the Jesus you find there.


Conclusion: Trust in Jesus for good in public life in Britain
If we really had faith in Jesus it would be very good indeed for public life in Britain. If we really started to listen to Jesus and do what he says, public life in Britain would be radically transformed – and that’d be good.
