Romsey 1 2007

Main Talk & Dorm Bible Study Programme

Here’s our teaching scheme for the main evening talks and group Bible studies on camp:



Talk




Bible Study

(1) Sat

Mark 1:1-8



Mark 1:9-20

(2) Sun

Mark 2:1-12



Mark 2:13-17

(3) Mon
Mark 4:35-41



Mark 6:30-52

(4) Tues
Mark 7:1-23



Mark 7:24-37

(5) Wed
Mark 8:22-9:1



Mark 9:2-32

(6) Thurs
Mark 15:1-15



Mark 15:16-32

(7) Fri

Mark 15:33-39


Mark 15:40-47

(8) Sat

Mark 16:1-8

We are expecting perhaps more un-churched members than in previous years, so we thought we’d go for a gospel and aim to be quite evangelistic. 

We’d like to focus on 3 key themes in Mark’s gospel: (1) who is Jesus, (2) why did he come and (3) what does it mean to follow him? 

Mark 8:27-38 is a crucial central passage where these themes come together. Before that the focus is more on Jesus’ identity and after that more on his purpose to die.

We should see from Mark’s Gospel, among other things, that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God who came to die as a ransom for many. That discipleship means repenting and believing the good news of the kingdom and following Jesus, taking up our cross, denying ourselves, and losing our life that we might save it. 

We hope all leaders will be willing to lead a Bible Study on the venture, even if they’ve never done so before (though of course you don’t have to if you really don’t want to). The overall dorm leader will discuss with you, share out the Bible Study notes and give help and feedback.

In the Bible studies we aim to model how to read the Bible for ourselves by asking good questions of the text – not giving another talk! Feel free not to use the whole text if you think its long and time is short. And you may want to spend some time discussing the preceding talk and looking back at that passage or reviewing what’s been learnt from the Gospel so far.

Notes are provided for the Bible Studies but you should do your own preparation on the text too. Though the notes suggest some lines of questioning, you will need to think up your own questions and work at the passage yourself. You’ll probably decide there are some things in the notes you wont want to go into with the children. Don’t go overboard on cross references. We hope the children will see that they can understand this passage (at least to some extent) if they think and pray about it for themselves. Go for the main thrust and don’t worry if you can’t cover every detail or angle.

When you study the passage think about:

(1) What does it say?

(2) What did it mean (for the original hearers)?

(3) What does it mean for us today (for me and for the children)?

It may help you to think of questions of (1) observation, or “what?” (2) interpretation, or “so what?” and (3) application, or “now what?”, corresponding to the above.

 It might help you to write down the main point (or points) and the main applications. Something along the lines of: “My aim is that by the end of the study the Pathfinders understand that only Jesus has the power to forgive sins and trust him”. Think about applications both for Christians and non-Christians.

On the venture we use The New International Version.

Pray as you prepare and start and end the Bible Study with prayer.

A typical study may go something like this:

(Drinks and biscuits. Discussion of the talk?)

(Make sure everyone has or at least can see a Bible, preferably an NIV) and that the leader can see them all. Position leaders between members.

Pray for God’s help understanding his word

Maybe an introductory question to review where this passage fits in or to set up its teaching

Read the passage. Encourage the members to read.

Questions and discussion of the passage. Make sure only one person speaks at a time. Make sure they get their answers from the text (when appropriate). As people to prove their points from the passage or show a particular verse for their answers.

Sum up and apply the main points.

Prayer time in response to the passage.

(Prayer time for other needs.)

End!

Try to start promptly and resist the temptation to overrun as the Pathfinders will need to get to bed.

You may find some of the following helpful in your preparation (I’ve not used all of them):

Paul Barnet, The Servant King: Reading Mark Today (Aquila Press, 1991)

Tim Chester, Mark 1-8: The Coming King 10 studies for individuals or groups (The Good Book Company)

Tim Chester, Mark 9-16: The Servant King 7 studies for individuals or groups (The Good Book Company)

P. Bolt & T. Payne, Mark: News of the Hour 10 studies (Matthias Media)

Phil Crowter, Preaching Mark - Book 1 (The Good Book Company) – esp. Mark 1-8 – designed for the developing world

R. Alan Cole, Mark: Tyndale New Testament Commentaries (Eerdmans / IVP, 1961 2nd ed. 1989)

Tom Wright, Mark For Everyone (SPCK, 2001)

Dick (=R. T.) France, Mark: The People’s Bible Commentary (The Bible Reading Fellowship, 1996 / 1998)

Donald English, The Message of Mark: The Mystery of Faith The Bible Speaks Today Series (IVP, 1992)

The Christianity Explored and CY (Youth version) available from The Good Book Company also uses Mark’s gospel.

More technical fatter commentaries are:

James R. Edwards, The Gospel According to Mark Pillar Commentary Series (Eerdmans, 2001)

R. T. France, The Gospel of Mark: New International Commentary on the Greek Testament (Eerdmans, 2002)

William Lane, The Gospel According to Mark New International Commentary on the New Testament (Eerdmans, 1974)

Please contact me or your overall dorm leader if we might be able to help further.

Romsey 1 2007 Dorm Bible Study Notes: 
(1) Sat

Mark 1vv9-20

You might suggest that we ask ourselves 3 big questions as we look at Mark: Who is Jesus? Why did he come? What does it mean for us (to follow him)?

Just to get clear what actually happens in this passage, you might get the children to divide it up into scenes (vv9-11: Jesus Baptised; 12-13: Jesus Tempted; 14-15: Jesus preaches; 16-20: Jesus calls the 1st disciples) and jot them down on a piece of A3 paper. A map may also be helpful. Perhaps it would reinforce the idea that these are real historical events not fairy stories.

Why did people come to be baptised by John according to v4? What was John’s baptism for? For repentance and the forgiveness of sins. So why is it strange that Jesus comes to be baptised? Because he has no sins of which to repent (see v11). The baptism foreshadows Jesus’ death on the cross (see 10v39) where he will identify with sinful humanity and take their place by dying a death he doesn’t deserve: he will be the innocent in place of the guilty.

Whose voice is it in v11? God the Father’s. What makes you think that? It comes from heaven.

Who is Jesus according to v11? The Son of God. Jesus is God the Son, he shares the same nature as God the Father, he is like his Father. Son of God is a title for Israel (Hosea 11:1). Jesus is the New Israel, God’s chosen man, the beginning of a new people of God and God’s appointed (anointed / Messiah) King (Ps 2v7).

What does God think of Jesus? (v11) What do you think that means for our attitude to Jesus? He sounds important! (( find out more about him this week, keep listening to Mark) Love him too? Listen to him (see 9v7).

Jesus is the New Israel, God’s servant in whom he delights (Is 49v3; 42v1).

V12 – Jesus’ 40 days in the desert reminds us of Israel’s 40 years in the desert / wilderness (Dt 8v2). He proves to be God’s faithful and obedient Son whereas Israel was God’s constantly rebellious “Son” (Ex 4vv22-23). 

Even here at the beginning of the gospel there are hints of opposition to Jesus: his conflict with Satan (v12) and political opposition demonstrated by the imprisonment of John (v14). Ultimately Jesus is headed for the cross.

How does Mark sum up Jesus’ message? (v14-15)

The “good news” of v14-15 is the same word as the “gospel” of v1, it is about Jesus Christ [the Messiah, the anointed one, God’s promised rescuer-king], the “Son of God”, who is the “Lord” of v3. Jesus is the content and the preacher of the gospel. We aim to meet him in his Word this week. He is at the heart of our Venture.

“The time has come” ( the fulfilment of God’s Old Testament promises about his Messiah and kingdom – now is a critical moment of opportunity – decision and response are called for.

Why do you think the kingdom of God is near those listening to Jesus (v15)? Because Jesus is God’s king, Jesus is announcing and bringing in the kingdom rule of God.

What response does Jesus call for (vv15, 17)? Repent and believe (and follow Jesus). What does it mean to “repent”? (v15) – to change one’s mind, to turn away from sin and turn to God .

“believe” = believe the content of the good news, but also depend on it, pin your hopes on this Jesus, believe in him.

What does Jesus want Simon and Andrew to do? (v16) Follow him – personal following of Jesus, not just adopting his insights.

It was normal for disciples to attach themselves to a teacher of their choice but here Jesus chooses his disciples. The incident demonstrates Jesus’ authority, which is an important theme in this part of the gospel (where Jesus’ authority over sin (2vv1-12), sickness (1vv29-34), the sea (4vv35-41), Satan (1vv23-24) and the Sabbath (2vv23-27) will also be shown). 

What go you think it means to be “fishers of men”? What will they catch? Men. What would it mean to catch men? Bring others to follow Jesus too. 

Why do you think the men follow Jesus like this? Presumably they have begun to recognise who Jesus is – they recognise his authority, Jesus calls them and they obey (see also 1vv22, 27).

There is a cost to following Jesus – things have to be left behind (vv18, 20).

How will this passage affect our attitudes to Jesus? Are you repenting, believing and following Jesus, God’s King? Are you seeking to tell others the good news?

Romsey 1 2007 Dorm Bible Study Notes: 
(2) Sun
Mark 2vv13-17

As the passage is short tonight, there may be opportunities to link it back to the talk passage (2vv1-12) and make sure the members have grasped its message.

Before you read the passage, you might ask the children what sort of people they think Jesus would want as his disciples or whom he might have wanted to spend time with? Whom would most people think God would be interested in? Or, who might Jesus’ dream team of disciples be? Ask them to look out for how Jesus surprises people and upsets their expectations in this passage.

This Levi is probably the Apostle Matthew (3v18. see Mt 9vv9-13).

As with the 1st study (1vv16-20), here is Jesus’ authority in choosing his own disciples, calling a disciple who immediately makes the right response of following Jesus.

Why might Jesus’ choice of Levi as a disciple be surprising? What is Levi’s job? (v14) A tax collector. What was the political situation in Israel at the time? Occupied by the Romans – tax collectors collaborators. Contact with his Gentile (non-Jewish) employers would have made Levi ritually unclean – a religious outcast. He may have been corrupt (taxing people more heavily than was fair), as it seems the tax collector Zacchaeus was (Luke 19:8). Levi probably would have been a social outcast, very unpopular, especially with respectable religious people. He doesn’t seem a very promising disciple. (This may encourage us that Jesus is interested in all sorts).

Who are the equivalents of tax collectors and sinner for us? Are there people who seem so bad to us we are tempted to think that Jesus wont want anything to do with them? Or even that Jesus wont be able to save people like that? Would we be shocked if certain (sorts of) people became Christians?

V15 – the quote marks around “sinners” are inserted by the editors of the NIV and are not in the original text, but the sense is right from Mark / Jesus’ point of view (see below). We could put quote marks around “righteous” too.

Eating with someone (v15) would have been a particular sign of friendship. Here is Jesus at a feast / party.

V16 – Note the opposition from the religious authorities to Jesus, as in vv6, 24 which will ultimately lead to his death (3v6). Maybe Jesus is no longer so welcome in the synagogues (1v21), hence his open air teaching (v13). 

By implication, how does Jesus describe himself in v17? As a doctor. What do you think that means? What’s the disease? Sin. What does a doctor do with diseases? Sorts them out, cures them (if he can). Jesus deals with our sin. How do we know that Jesus has the solution to the problem of sin? His healing of the paralysed man demonstrates his authority and power to forgive sins (2v10).

What are the two groups Jesus talks about here (v17)? How are they described? Healthy=righteous(=Pharisees and teachers of the law); sick=sinners(=and tax collectors, Levi).

Is there anyone who is really healthy and righteous on their own without Jesus? No. see Romans 3vv10-18. So what is Jesus talking about here? Who are the healthy righteous people? Who thinks they are righteous / healthy in the story? The teachers of the law and the Pharisees see the others as tax collectors and sinners. We all suffer from the disease of sin and need Jesus as our doctor who alone can cure us. Self-righteousness can keep us from Jesus by blinding us to our need for forgiveness. If we think we’re righteous and healthy without Jesus we wont see our need for him or come to him as our doctor. Recognising you are a sinner is the only qualification / pre-condition for coming to Jesus. There is no place for a super-spiritual holier-than-thou smugness amongst Jesus’ followers. We are all Jesus’ patients.

If we’re conscious of our failures, this passage gives us hope that Jesus can make us well and can use us in his service, as he used Levi=Matthew.

Sum up: What have we learnt about Jesus’ (a) identity and (b) purpose? 

How might the passage (a) encourage us (b) challenge us?

Romsey 1 2007 Dorm Bible Study Notes: 
(3) Mon
Mark 6vv30-52

Jesus had sent out the 12 apostles in 6vv7-13. In v30 they return from their mission. 

Mark may intend us to contrast this banquet with the one in vv21-28. Jesus is a very different king from Herod.

V31 – notice Jesus caring for his disciples.

What is Jesus’ attitude to the crowd? (v34) compassion. What does that mean? He cares for them and feels for them / sympathises with them. He loves them. Why does he feel like that? Because they are like sheep without a shepherd. What do you think that means? “Sheep without a shepherd” (v34) is a common Old Testament picture for God’s people leaderless - see e.g. Num 27v17 and the promise of a new everlasting Davidic Shepherd King in Ez 34vv22-24; 37vv24-25. Jesus is a new Joshua (the name is the same). Jesus is the Good Shepherd-King (John 10v14) who has compassion on the sheep. He is the leader God’s people need. Unlike Herod, Jesus is a kind king.

Does this passage remind you of anything from the Old Testament? What is the situation? People of Israel hungry in the wilderness and miraculously given bread. The references to the wilderness / desert (vv31, 32, 35) recall Israel’s years in the wilderness after the escape from Egypt. The feeding is like the manna of Ex 16vv14-15. Jesus is a new (Prophet like) Moses (see Dt 18vv15-19).

V37 is reminiscent of Moses inability to feed the people of Israel in the wilderness (see Num 11vv13, 22).

V40 – the division of the people into 100s and 50s recalls Moses’ organisation of the people into 1000s, 500s, 100s and 10s (see Ex 18v25).

Perhaps we can be encouraged that despite their misunderstandings (v52) the disciples and their pathetically small resources (v37-38) are used by Jesus (vv30, 41, 43). They might have been expected to have learnt to trust Jesus from the calming of the storm (4v40). Jesus doesn’t give up on them despite their slowness. Hope for us?

How much bread is produced? What do you think this shows? Jesus is able to completely satisfy the needs of his people. He is powerful to provide more than they need (vv42-44). We can depend on Jesus.

V47 – the 4th watch of the night is between 3 and 6AM.

In the Old Testament only God can walk on water (Job 9v8; 38v16; Ps 77v19; Is 43v16). As with the forgiving of sins (2v10) and the calming of the storm (4v39), Jesus is shown to be God.

“It is I” (v50) is literally “I am” – God’s name (the LORD, Yahweh) as revealed to Moses at the burning bush in Ex 3v14. 

“He was about to pass by them” (v48) suggests a revelation of God since it recalls Ex 33v22 when the Lord passed by Moses, 1 Kings 19v11 and Job 9vv8,11, which speak of God treading on the waves and passing by.

“With Jesus in the boat we can smile in the storm!” – he cares for us. We are safe with him. He is powerful and in control. We need not be afraid if we are trusting in Jesus.

Are there times when you’re tempted to doubt Jesus’ power or love? How can this passage help (you to remember who Jesus is and what he’s like)?

Don’t you want to have Jesus as your king? Isn’t it good to have such a caring, powerful king?

Romsey 1 2007 Dorm Bible Study Notes: 
(4) Tues
Mark 7vv24-37

Tomorrow’s talk deals with the turning point in the gospel where Jesus asks his disciples who they think he is (8v29) and then begins to focus on what Jesus has come to do (8v31) and what following him will mean. You might choose to spend some time reviewing what we have already seen in Mark’s gospel about the identity of Jesus since it is centre-stage in the first half of the gospel and is suggested again in tonight’s passage (v28, “Lord”; v37) by his power to heal, his authority over Satan and sickness.

Jesus’ huge popularity has proved a problem before (e.g. 2v2; 3vv7-12, 20; 6vv31-33). He is experiencing opposition from the authorities (3v6; 7vv1-23). The situation is politically charged. The secrecy (vv24, 36) may also be because people seem to have misunderstood his purpose: he has come to die as a ransom for many (10v45) whereas some people want to make him king by force (c.f. 6v45 and John 6v15). Maybe Jesus doesn’t just want to be known simply as a wonder worker (see 1vv35-38).

In this passage (v24) Jesus goes into Gentile (non-Jewish) regions north of Galilee in what is modern day Lebanon and Syria. The Syro-Phenicians were infamous infidels. Jezebel was from Tyre, formerly Phoenicia, (1 Kings 16vv31-32) and Tyre is also attacked in Ezek 26v17 and Zech 9v3. Just as there are no unclean foods (7v19) the passage indicates there are no unclean people. Jesus is not contaminated by them but makes them clean.

Whom does Jesus mean by the “children” and the “dogs”? Children=people of Israel (Ex 4v22; Dt 14v1; Is 1v2; Dogs=gentiles, non-Jews, such as this woman. The word for “dog” here may be a household pet rather than a street dog. Such a dog would belong to the household and Jesus (the implied father-figure in this mini-parable) will feed them bread after the children. Notice that this passage comes between the feeding of the 5000 (6vv30-44) and the feeding of 4000 (8vv1-10), which may have taken place in this gentile area.

Like Jacob (=Israel, Gen 32v28), this woman wins her “struggle” with the Lord and gets his blessing.

This woman is the first gentile in the gospel to believe in Jesus. (Arguably she is the 1st person to understand a “parable” of Jesus in the gospel). When Jesus dies, it will be the gentile centurion who recognises him as the Son of God (15v39).

How do we know Jesus’ message is for gentiles too? Jesus “first” (v27) implies that he does eventually expect his message to go to the Gentiles, after Israel has had an opportunity to repent. This pattern of priority of Israel but a mission to the gentiles too is also seen in Is 49v6 c.f. John 4v22; Rom 1v16.

The Syro-Phoenician woman’s attitude of dependence on Jesus is in stark contrast to the Pharisees’ in the preceding incident.

The woman shows humility (v28). She is willing to see herself as a gentile dog with no claim on Jesus. She brings her need to Jesus and looks to him for mercy and pity, not demanding any supposed rights. She is like the needy Syro-Phoenician widow of 1 Kings 17vv7-24. 

How would this passage give gentiles hope? Jesus’ compassion extends to gentiles (like this woman) too. 

Jesus’ power is clear here. He is even able to cure the child at a distance. 

The healing may have a symbolic force: though he is deaf, this man in a gentile region is able to hear the word of God in a way that others including the disciples are not (see 4v12; 7v14 and 8v18). 

The healing of the deaf is a sign of the coming of the Messianic age (v32, see Is 35v2, Lebanon=Tyre and Sidon (Mark 7v31) and v4-6).

Jesus treats the man as an individual, touches the man (identifies with him / expresses compassion). Perhaps Jesus’ actions are to help the man understand what’s going on.

Romsey 1 2007 Dorm Bible Study Notes: 
(5) Wed
Mark 9vv2-32

Jesus’ glory is primarily in the future (8v38), the other side of the cross, but there is a glimpse of it now.

V2 transfigured = changed in appearance, transformed .

The transfiguration on the mountain recalls the revelation of God to Moses on Mount Sinai (Ex 19). The 6 days of v2 echoes Moses’ 6 days on Sinai (Ex 24v16). Elijah is also associated with Sinai (1 Kings 19vv1-19). Compare vv2-3 and ? v15 with Moses face shinning (Ex 34v35). The cloud (v7) suggests God’s presence and glory (Ex 24vv15-16; 40v35; 1 Kings 8vv10-11).

Elijah was taken up to heaven (2 Kings 2vv11-12) as Jesus will be. Moses and Elijah were great deliverers of Israel. They are great prophets, representatives of the Old Testament, the Law and the Prophets. Although Moses and Elijah appear with Jesus, the comments on Jesus’ appearance and the voice single him out. Jesus is the climax and fulfilment of the law and the prophets and all the promises of Scripture.

“Rabbi” (v5) = teacher.

The voice (v7) gives a similar message to that at the baptism (1v11). What response is called for here? Listening to Jesus. This recalls the command to listen to the prophet like Moses of Dt 18v15. The necessity of Jesus’ suffering stands out as the thing the disciples fail to “hear” and understand.

Son of Man (vv9, 12, 31) is Jesus’ favourite title for himself drawn from Daniel 7v14.

The command to silence (vv9-10, c.f. v30) maybe because Jesus does not want people to expect a glorious Messiah who will boot out the Romans, but is headed for the cross (8vv31-38). Jesus glory will come after and through his suffering.

For the expectation of the return of Elijah (v11) (and the command to remember Moses’ teaching) see Malachi 4vv4-6. Mark 8v28 may also reflect this idea of Elijah’s return. 

John the Baptist is an Elijah-like figure, he is Elijah symbolically, he has done the Elijah job of preparing for Jesus. See 6vv14-29 on the suffering of John the Baptist and Matt 17v13.

V23 – What reasons have we already seen in the gospel for thinking that Jesus “can”?

What does v23 suggest the essential thing is? (c.f. also v19) Believing. We could copy the man’s prayer in v24. It is not how strong our faith is that matters, it’s the one whom we have faith in who is powerful. Jesus is able.

In v27 the boy is literally said to be “raised up” (the same word used of the resurrection) having appeared to be dead. C.f. v10. Jesus himself will soon die and rise (v31) and the healing is a foretaste of the fact that Jesus followers too will be raised up.

Prayer would show believing dependence on God (vv23, 29). 

Romsey 1 2007 Dorm Bible Study Notes: 
(6) Thurs
Mark 15vv16-32

You may want to recap some things from the immediately preceding passage used in the talk which show the innocent Jesus (v14) taking the place of the guilty Barabbas (v7 c.f. Acts 3v14), as he will do on the cross, dying in the place of sinners. 

V16, “the palace, the Praetorium” that it, the governor Pilate’s palace that also served as a military barracks.

V17 – purple was the colour of a king or senior noble’s robes.

Remind the Pathfinders that Jesus’ own prophetic words are being fulfilled (10vv33-34). He said he must die (8v31). It is God’s plan to save his people. God is in control here, fulfilling his purposes. See also Is 50v6.

What title is Jesus given in this passage (v18, v26, v32)? King of the Jews / of Israel (as in v2). Though the soldiers mean it as mockery, Jesus is indeed the King of the Jews, though a rather different king from the sort people expected. 

V21 – Remember that Jesus said his followers would have to take up their cross and follow him (8v34). Jesus life, death and resurrection set the pattern for discipleship.

V23 – The wine mixed with myrrh is a drug intended to deaden the pain. Jesus refuses the drink (14v25). He is going to drink the cup of God’s wrath in all its horror (10v38-39; 14v36). C.f. Ps 69v21.

As John 19vv23-24 point out, v24, the casting lots (which may need explaining as gambling, like playing dice) fulfils Ps 22v18 (Jesus will quote Ps 22v1 in v34).

On the mocking of Jesus see Ps 22v7; 109v25; Lam 2v15.

V25 – The 3rd hour = 9am.

V27 – Jesus is numbered with the transgressors (Is 53v12). Recall that James and John had asked to be at Jesus’ right and left (10vv37, 40): this is not what they had in mind but disciples of Jesus do have to take up their cross.

What do the passers by urge Jesus to do (v30, 32)? Save himself (Why is that ironic? – maybe better not to use the term “irony” with the Pathfinders – you might want to explain that as we read the gospel it seems Mark intends us to see a meaning very different from what the participants in the story mean). Why doesn’t he do that? What is he in fact doing by his death on the cross? Saving others (10v45; 14v24). If he saved himself he could not save others. 

V29 – literally the passers by are said to “blaspheme” Jesus (c.f. 14v64). 

On the temple see 11vv12-22 the cleansing and curse on the fig tree (symbolic of Israel) and 11v22 – ? the temple mount; 14v58; John 2v19 – Jesus’ own body as the temple (God dwells there. Jesus is the place to go to meet God, the place of sacrifice. It is destroyed and raised up). See also v38.

V32 – “Christ” = Messiah, anointed one, the promised Rescuer-King of the Scriptures. On the demand for a sign see 8vv11-13.

You may want to ask the Pathfinders to think about their attitudes and response to Jesus: is he a figure of fun to them, do they take him seriously, will they genuinely bow down to him and have him as their saviour-king? How do they / how do they want to treat him?

Romsey 1 2007 Dorm Bible Study Notes: 
(7) Fri

Mark 15vv40-47

In this final Bible Study you may want to spend some time thinking about the talk and the previous passage (or indeed reviewing the gospel more generally- who is Jesus? Why did he come? What will it mean to follow him?). From the previous passage, do the Pathfinders understand that Jesus was forsaken by God (v34) because he was bearing the judgement, punishment and anger of God for all those who would trust in him? Can they explain v38: that God has provided access to himself (despite our sin) by the death of Jesus – the way to God is open? Do they share the centurion’s conviction that Jesus is the Son of God (v39)?  

V40 – c.f. Ps 38v11

V42 – They were “preparing” for the Festival of Passover.  Explain that on the Jewish Sabbath (Saturday) no work could be done (Gen 2vv2-3; Ex 20vv8-11). 

V43 – The Council is the Jewish Sanhedrin (14v55). 

Part of the purpose of this passage is to prepare for the resurrection account which is the subject of the final talk tomorrow. In this passage it is confirmed by the professional executioner in charge of Jesus’ death that Jesus is really dead (v45). This is not a faked resurrection: Jesus was really dead. Perhaps Joseph’s prominence means that Mark’s first readers could check with him or his family or would know he was reliable.  Note too that the tomb is carefully sealed (v46) – the stone would offer some protection against grave robbers – Jesus was risen from the dead, his body was not stolen. And the women see where Jesus is laid (v47) – they are not likely to go to the wrong tomb a few days later (16v1), as some sceptics have suggested. 

Do you think it was easy for Joseph to ask for Jesus’ body like this (v43)? Why not? What might he have feared? He risked scorn and persecution – after all, Jesus had just been executed: Jesus was a disgraced, derided criminal; the respectable Joseph associates with him. He is not ashamed (8v38). Luke 23v51 tells us that at Jesus’ trial Joseph had not consented to Jesus’ death. John 19v38 (Mt 27v57) tells us Joseph was a secret disciple of Jesus – despite his fear he shows courage (v43) here and seems to come out into the open as a disciple.  Joseph has in mind the Kingdom of God – he acts out of loyalty to Jesus, God’s king. Are we willing to be publicly identified as Jesus’ followers, even if other people don’t like us honouring Jesus?

Joseph may have had Dt 21v23 in mind. 

We may be intended to contrast Joseph’s boldness with the fear, distress and anxiety of the women (15v40; 16vv3, 5, 8).

