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Psalm 2 Notes

(1) The nations stupidly rebel against the LORD (vv1-3)

It’s pretty obvious that we’ve made a mess of our world, isn’t it?

E.g. War in Iraq

got rid of a brutal dictator, but we’re left with anarchy and murder.

We can have all the United Nations meetings we like, but we can’t solve our world’s problems.

We can sympathise with the Psalmist when he asks:

V1, 
“Why do the nations conspire


And the peoples plot in vain?”

Our world has gone mad – Footnote to v1, “rage” = an angry madness – Urrrggghhhh!

Like animals thrashing round in a cage

Its in chaos

V2 – a deeper diagnosis: our world is in rebellion against God
Dawkins, The God Delusion

angry fundamentalist atheist

evangelistic about destroying the gospel

wants to stamp out the virus of belief in God

Christian in the newspapers:

Bible believers are a sinister new religious right

undertone that they are dangerous fundamentalist bigots

Almost get the feel from some papers that before you know it Christian’s will be blowing themselves up on busses.

Incitement to religious hatred legislation that might threaten freedom to preach the gospel.

Sexual Orientation Equal opportunities and Civil Partnerships measures that support the rights of practicing homosexuals

Bible believing Xians are labelled homophobic  

The 20th Century saw more Christian martyrs than the first 19 Centuries put together

In 16 countries it is illegal to convert from Islam and in at least 8 of these it is punishable by death.

An Apostasy Bill before the Pakistan National Assembly would make it a capital offence for adult men to convert from Islam.

Pastors in Uzbekistan have been arrested this month 

Whereas the blessed man of Psalm 1 was meditating with delight on the law of God, the nations in Psalm 2 seem to be meditating about ways to rebel against the Lord.

Not only do the nations rebel against the Lord they gather together (v2) “against his Anointed one”.

V2 – “Anointed one”

The OT King was anointed – pour oil over him to set him apart for a special role

Anointed = Christ / Messiah

Perhaps this Psalm was originally about one of the Kings of Israel

Solomon?

God had said something very like vv6-7 in 2 Samuel 7:11-14:

 That God will establish David’s Son with an everlasting throne 

and he will be God’s son.

Perhaps they sang this Psalm to celebrate Solomon’s coronation.

But ultimately it’s fulfilled in Jesus, Great King David’s Greater Son.

The NT quotes this Ps a number of times with reference to Jesus.

Jesus is the ultimate King, God’s anointed one – messiah / Christ

God’s True Son – indeed, God the Son. 

The God the Father said something very similar to v7 to Jesus at his baptism and again at his transfiguration, “You are my Son”.

It’s worth just having a look at one cross reference – Acts 4 – (page 1096)
In Acts 4:25, Peter and John quote these verses from Psalm 2 and apply them to Jesus.

They’re praying and they say:

V27, “Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of Israel in this city [Jerusalem] to conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom you had anointed.”

Psalm 2:1-2 describes exactly what happened to the Lord Jesus as the Jewish and Roman authorities, the Pharisees, the Sadducees, and the Herodians plotted against him.

Acts 4:28 – here’s the vanity and the irony of it: “They did what your power and will had decided beforehand should happen.”

When the rulers think they’re defeating Jesus, he’s really winning his greatest victory.

Its all part of God’s plan.

Jesus’ apparently weak death is a mighty triumph over sin, death and hell.

Back to Psalm 2 (page 543):

V1 – rebellion against God’s King is utterly “in vain”

It is pointless, futile.

Its more stupid than Liechtenstein trying to invade the United States.

V2 – the jumped up little kings of the world think they can take on the Lord’s anointed.

The kings ought to serve the King of Kings – that would be honourable

but in their rebellion they become stupid tin pot little dictators.

V2 – “The kings of the earth take their stand” but we already saw in Psalm 1v5 that “the wicked will not stand in the judgement”. 

So who will be left standing? 

The King God has installed (v6). 

Like a great battle where the last ones left alive are the victors, 

Jesus and his vast army will be the ones left standing.

So, “Why do the nations rage?”

We can’t really explain it. 

There is no good reason. 

Its stupid madness.

Perhaps there’s a hint of what they’re thinking in v3.

“Let us break their chains”, they say, “and throw off their fetters”.

They misunderstand the rule of the king 

They see it as oppressive and restricting.

They imagine God as a tyrant

A cosmic kill joy for ever thundering “thou shall not”.

“In the beginning was the word, and the word was NO!”

But the freedom they imagine is an illusion.

This is the Garden of Eden all over again, isn’t it? 

The lies of the serpent, the devil: 

See that desirable fruit: 

God doesn’t want you to eat it because he knows that if you do your eyes will be opened and you’ll become like him, knowing good and evil. 

You wont surely die.

A false view of God – as mean and manipulative.

False promise of freedom that leads to slavery.

At the heart of the human problem is the problem of the human heart.

We all want to live our lives our way for ourselves.

“I did it my way” the most often requested popular song at funerals.

Some of us do it by being decent middle class church-goers, some in more obvious ways, but at the root of it its all the same.

The world is in stupid rebellion against God and his Christ.

(2) But God has established his King (vv4-9)

What’s God reaction to the nation’s rebellion?

V4 – God laughs!

Our rebellions against God are pitiful, pathetic – laughable.

God’s rule doesn’t depend on our acknowledging it.

God rules, okay? 

Well, in fact, God rules whether or not its okay with us.

He’s still our God whether we believe it or not, like it or not.

c.f. Ps 1v1 – the wicked sinners might mock God, but God mocks them!

Which mocker will you sit with?:

Sinners as they mock God, or God as he laughs at the foolishness of those who rebel against him?

Perhaps the issue’s come up for you: 

Do they even know that you’re a Christian in the office or down the rugby club?

Do you go along to the Christian Union at school or college, or are you too worried that people might laugh at you? 

What if they start taking the mikey out of someone they think of as a “Bible Basher”, what will you say?

Ps 37:12f says, “The wicked plot against the righteous and gnash their teeth at them; but the Lord laughs at the wicked, for he knows their day is coming.” (similarly Ps 59:8)

They’ll get their comeuppance.

God will have the last laugh.

People’s rebellion against God’s King is stupid.

Because God has established Jesus as the King of Kings (v6)

God’s King was set up on mount Zion / Jerusalem (v6) – on a cross. 

Jesus cross’ was throne. 

He wore a crown of thorns.

The title above the cross read, “Jesus of Nazareth, The King of the Jews” (John 19:19) – and it was true.

Paul says in Acts 13: “We tell you the good news: What God promised our fathers, he has fulfilled for us, their children, by raising up Jesus. As it is written in the second Psalm (2:7): “You are my Son; today I have become your Father.” (Acts 13:32-33)

Jesus was resurrected in Jerusalem – ascended – enthroned.

He has been publicly installed as God’s king.

“God exalted him [Jesus] to the highest place

 and gave him the name that is above every name, 

that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 

in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father.”

(Philippians 2:9-11)

God the Father has said to Jesus, in the words of Psalm 110: 

“Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.”

And that’s what he’s doing.

In verse 8 of our Psalm, the Father says to the Son: 

“Ask of me, and I will make the nations your inheritance,

the ends of the earth your possession.” 

Presumably the Lord Jesus was obedient to his Father

He did as God the Father told him:

He asked the Lord to give him the nations and the whole earth, and God will.

When he’d risen from the dead, Jesus said:

 “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations….” (Matthew 28:19) 

If he’s got all authority in heaven and on earth, I take it that means he’s got all authority.

There’s not an inch of ground over which Jesus doesn’t say, “mine!” 

He asserts his royal rights over all people and the whole earth – that’s why we are to go and disciple the nations.

It gives us great boldness and confidence in our evangelism.

We know the prayerful preaching of the gospel in the power of the Spirit is going to work.

On the great final day there will be “a great multitude that no-one can count, from every nation, tribe, people and language” all worshipping King Jesus. (Revelation 7:9)

Explore Events

We are telling people about their rightful king – the one who claims their obedience.

God’s enemies will be smashed like a piece of pottery (v9)

Don’t waste you life – don’t let it end in ruin.

(3) So “kiss” the Son (vv10-12)

Verse 10 tells us this is the wise thing to do.

Its kind of God to warn us like this while there’s still time.

He doesn’t just smash us to bits – he offers us peace terms.

If we lay down our arms we can enlist in his service.

If we come to him and ask for forgiveness, we can be sure he’ll receive us.

We are to cast ourselves on his mercy and he will take us under his care.

V12 – “Kiss the Son”

Think of coming into a great royal throne room and kissing the hand of the king.

 – bow before him – honour him – pay homage to him.

Become his vassal king, who will rule under him.

Pledge your allegiance to him.

Wouldn’t you want to serve such a great God?

V12 – the way to avoid the wrath of the Son is to bow before him.

We flee from the wrath of the Son by running to the Son for refuge.

He will shelter us and keep us safe. In him we are secure.

We can’t get away from God’s king: 

we have to reckon with him either as our saviour or as our judge.

We can’t run away from him, but we can run to him with confidence.

Every knee will bow to the Lord Jesus Christ.

It is for you to choose whether you will cringe in terror and be crushed on the great final day, or whether you will know the blessings of willingly taking Jesus as your king.

This is, verse 12, the way to be “Blessed” or Happy

Its another way of describing the man of Ps 1.

The good life is delighting in God’s Law, taking refuge in his Son.

If you’re not yet trusting in Christ, let me urge you to consider these things very seriously.

If there’s any chance that what I’ve been saying is true, then nothing could be more important. 

It really is a life and death issue.

Will you take Jesus as your king? 

Ask him for mercy. 

End your warfare with him and join his ranks.

Application to believers:

There is great comfort and confidence for us here if we are Jesus’ people.

We can face our confused and confusing world with courage knowing that despite the chaos all around, the Lord Jesus Christ is firmly established on his throne.

We can laugh in the face of fear.

We fear God and we need fear nothing else.

We are on the winning side!

We have great boldness in our evangelism.

“Refuge” - Ps 46 – “God is our refuge and strength … we will not fear, though the earth give way…” 

Ps 46v6, “Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall; he [God] lifts his voice, the earth melts. The LORD Almighty is with us, the God of Jacob is our fortress.” 

The Name of the Lord is a strong tower, the righteous run in to it and they are saved.

V11 tells us the experience of serving the Lord will be a strange mix of rejoicing and trembling.

Almighty God, not Almatey God.

God is our Friend, but not our play-thing.

He is our great Father, not a cuddly old grandfather!

Reverence and awe.

Joy, praise, thankfulness, gladness, fullness, true freedom, peace, friendship, love, safety, security, purpose.

Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness.

We’ve seen what the rebellious nations say and what God says. So what do you say?

* * *

Ps 2 in the NT

Baptism: Mt 3:17 (also Mk 1:11; Lk 3:22) – “You are my Son” – Ps 2v7

Transfiguration: Mt 17:5 (also Mk 9:7; Lk 9:35 and c.f. 2 Pt 1:17, “the holy mountain” c.f. Ps 2v6) – “This is my Son”

Resurrection: 

“We tell you the good news: What God promised our fathers, he has fulfilled for us, their children, by raising up Jesus. As it is written in the second Psalm (2:7): “You are my Son; today I have become your Father.” (Acts 13:32-33)

C.f. Rm 1:4, “… his Son, who as to his human nature was a descendant of David, and who through the Spirit of holiness was declared with power to be the Son of God, by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord.”

Ps 2:7 quoted in Heb 1:5 – (Jesus the Son superior to the angels); 5:5 – (Jesus did not take the honour of being a priest on himself but was appointed by God).

Rev 12:5 – rod of iron – 19:15

Mt 28:18 – Ps 2:8

Psalms 1 & 2

Ps 1v1 and Ps 2v12 – “blessed”

Ps 2v1, “plot” = Ps 1v2, “meditate” – the blessed person meditates productively on God’s law – the ungodly meditate in vain about how they can throw off God’s law

Ps 2v12 – “you will be destroyed in your way” – Ps 1v6 – “the way of the wicked will perish”

Ps 1 – scoffing of sinners – Ps 2 – the Lord scoffs
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