Jonah Ch. 1: The Disobedient Prophet Shown Up By The Pagan Sailors
Background: 
Jonah seems to be referred to in 2 Kings 14:25. He was a prophet who correctly predicted the restoration of the boundaries of the northern kingdom of Israel in the reign of Jeroboam II (782-753BC). 

Where does God send Jonah? 
To Nineveh (v2). Nineveh was a major city in Assyria, 500 miles east of Israel, in what is now northern Iraq. The Assyrians were traditional enemies of Israel. 
Where does Jonah (try to) go? 
To the port of Joppa, to sail for Tarshish (v3).
Joppa was then a Philistine city, the modern city of Tel Aviv on the eastern shore of the Mediterranean.

Tarshish is probably Tartessos in south west Spain.

Jonah heads 2000 miles west, virtually the length of the Mediterranean, the span of the known world.
So how is Jonah responding to God’s Word? 
With complete disobedience. He does the opposite of what God tells him to do. He could hardly be more disobedient if he tried!
Jonah explains the reason for his disobedience in 4:2, but I’d leave discussion of that till then.
(Are there times when we’re tempted to disobey God’s word?)
(Our passage might shed light on those situations.)
What does the passage say Jonah is trying to do (in going to Tarshish)?

“… Jonah ran away from the LORD… to flee from the LORD.” (v3) “… he was running away from the LORD…” (v10)
Maybe Jonah was tempted to think that by getting away from Israel he could get away from God.

Why is it stupid to try to run away from the LORD?

God is the creator and controller of the whole world! See Psalm 139:7-10.
Can you find any hints in the passage why it is stupid for Jonah to think that if he can get far away from Israel, then he might get far away from God? 
How do we know from the passage that God isn’t confined to Israel? v2? 

Jonah already knew that God saw the wickedness of Nineveh, was concerned about it, and was going to do something about it (v2). He should have realised that running away wouldn’t stop God getting hold of him if He wanted to.
How do Jonah’s own words in v9 suggest it’s stupid to think one can escape God?
Jonah knows that the LORD is “the God of heaven, who made the sea and the land.” Presumably God’s in control of it all – not just Israel.
How does God prevent Jonah’s runaway attempt?
 By sending a great storm (v4).
What does that show us about God? 
His power and control.
What do the pagan sailors recognise in v14? 
That the LORD does as he pleases. (Jonah can’t manipulate or evade God).
So is it sensible to disobey God’s word?

Jonah’s experience suggests it’s pretty stupid and pointless to disobey God. Jonah could have saved himself a lot of trouble if he did as God said first time round!

What does Jonah claim in v9? 
(To be a Hebrew, one of God’s chosen people). To be a worshipper of the LORD / literally to “fear the LORD”.
How would you rate Jonah’s theology in verse 9? Does he seem to get his beliefs right? 
Jonah’s beliefs appear impeccable. 

How do Jonah’s life and his doctrine compare? Do his beliefs and his behaviour match? Does he worship God consistently with his life, or only with his lips? 
Jonah seems to be guilty of deliberate rebellion, despite knowing all the right things. 
Are there times when we’re in danger of hypocrisy like Jonah’s? Do our beliefs and our behaviour match up?
How would you compare the Israelite Jonah and the pagan sailors? Who seems to do better in this chapter? vv13-14, 16.
Jonah claims to fear the LORD (=NIV, “worship”) (v9), but the pagan sailors show more fear of God (vv9, 10, 16). The pagan sailors pray (v5, v6, vv14-16) when Jonah doesn’t.

This prepares us for one of the major points of the book, that non-Jews, Gentiles, are able to receive God’s mercy.

How might we sometimes be shown up by some non-Christians? 
E.g. the care of some atheists for the environment or the evangelistic zeal of some cults might sometimes put some of us to shame.

If it comes up…

On this occasion God seems to have used the casting of lots to show the sailors that Jonah was responsible for their calamity. God is even in control of the throw of a dice (Proverbs 16:33). This doesn’t mean, of course, that we can always depend on casting lots giving us the right answers or that we should use them to make decisions.

Some teaching points / for prayer / praise:
Obey God’s word. It’s stupid to disobey God.

You can’t run away from God.

God is powerful and is in complete control of the whole world.

Don’t be a hypocrite: make sure your beliefs and your behaviour match up.
Jonah Ch. 2: God’s Merciful Rescue of the Repentant Prophet
Re-cap from last week: how had Jonah responded to God’s word in chapter 1? 
Complete disobedience, ran away in the opposite direction. (1:1-3) 
What had the sailors done to him? 
Thrown him into the stormy sea (1:15).
What would you say Jonah deserved (for his disobedience)? 
God’s anger and judgement for completely disobeying God’s word, although he should have known better.
What happens to Jonah? 
He’s rescued by a great fish (1:17; 2:10) 
(Was it just a coincidence? What caused the storm and the fish?) 
Emphasise that the LORD sent the storm and the fish (1:4, 17). 
What does Jonah’s rescue tell us about God? Does Jonah get what he deserves? (What does God do according to 1:17 and 2:10? What does that show?) 
God is merciful to Jonah. Again, the passage also shows God’s power and control: as he sent the storm (1:4), so he commands the fish (1:17; 2:10).
What are the similarities between the pagan sailors’ rescue and Jonah’s? What happens to each of them?
Both cry out to God (1:14; 2:2), are saved from the storm, give thanks and sacrifice (1:16; 2:9). 

What points might these similarities be making? What should Jonah have learnt from the fact that he and the sailors were rescued by God?
God seemed to care for the sailors, to hear their prayer (as he heard Jonah’s). God calmed the storm and didn’t allow the sailors to be smashed to bits (1:14-15). God is able to save Jewish prophets and pagan sailors alike. He cares for both. Jonah and the sailors equally depend entirely on God’s mercy. Jonah is no better than them – indeed, in chapter 1 he seemed rather worse in some ways! 
What should Jonah’s attitudes have been in the light of his conduct and rescue? Gratitude. Humility. You’d think he’d be keen for others to experience God’s grace (2:8).

Jonah’s subsequent resentment over God’s mercy is completely misplaced since he too is a debtor to God’s mercy. 

As in chapter 1, what Jonah says here is thoroughly orthodox, but chapter 4 will make us wonder if Jonah fully appreciated what he was saying about God’s grace and salvation. Jonah doesn’t seem to see the implications for his own attitudes.
Read Matthew 12:38-41. How does Jonah serve as a “sign” of Jesus? What comparison does Jesus make? 
(Son of Man (v40) is a title Jesus used of himself.) Jesus compares his own time in the grave to Jonah’s time in the fish. Indeed, Jonah spoke of his experience as a kind of death where he went down to the “grave” or “Sheol”, the place of the dead (2:2), or the “pit” (2:6) and was delivered by God. Both Jonah and Jesus were preachers of repentance sent by God who are authenticated by God’s rescue of them from death.
Some teaching points / for prayer / praise:
God’s power, control and mercy. 

Depend on God’s mercy for salvation.

Cry out to God for help. He answered disobedient Jonah’s prayer.
Be humble and grateful for God’s salvation.

Be compassionate to others, since we are indebted to God’s compassion.

Listen to Jesus who, like Jonah, is a preacher of repentance sent by God who is authenticated by God’s rescue of him from death.
Jonah Ch. 3: God’s Merciful Rescue of the Repentant Ninevites
Recap: What’s just happened to Jonah? 

Running away (disobedience), storm, rescue etc.

Why is it encouraging that the word of the LORD comes to Jonah a second time (v1)? (What did we say Jonah deserved for his disobedience in chapter 1? What does he get?)
Jonah is given a second chance when God might very well have given up on him.

How might this encourage us in our Christian service?
If God is willing and able to use a rebel and a failure like Jonah in His service, perhaps He’ll use us too!

How does Jonah’s response in 3:3 compare with his response in 1:3? 
He obeys the Word of the Lord in chapter 3, whereas he disobeyed it in chapter 1. 

What lesson(s) has Jonah learnt? 
Perhaps he realises some of the things we’ve seen in our studies so far: God’s power, that it is stupid and pointless to disobey him. (Though as we’ll see, he wont prove a model of humble, grateful obedience in chapter 4.)
How would you sum up Jonah’s message to Nineveh? (v4) 
It’s a message of judgement – a warning that destruction is coming.

There’s no real indication in the passage, but how do you think Jonah might have felt going into the great pagan city of Nineveh with such a message? 
I imagine he might have been pretty terrified. One can imagine the wicked Ninevites might not have liked it! It takes confidence in God’s word and courage to speak such a message.

What does that tell us about our own message to the world or the preaching at our church?
 We mustn’t neglect to warn people of the coming judgement, though it might be uncomfortable, since it’s in the Bible. Judgement was God’s word to the Ninevites and the means of their salvation.

What effect does Jonah’s sermon have? 
The pagan king and the whole city believe, repent and are saved (vv5-9). 
What does that tell us about preaching / the word of God? How does our passage show the power of God’s word? 
The whole city is saved. God’s word is powerful and effective.
What hope does the book of Jonah give us for those who aren’t trusting in Christ? 
That they might receive God’s word when they hear it as the people of Nineveh did, and be saved. That God has compassion on those who repent (v10).

What can we learn about repentance and faith from our passage?

How does v5 describe faith?

Faith is believing God, taking him at his word. I imagine it didn’t seem as if Nineveh was about to be overthrown: the people had to depend on what God said.

We might not wear sackcloth, but are there things in this passage that are characteristic of true repentance? 
They change their actions, turn from their evil ways (v8) and cry out to God for mercy.
What attitude do you think the king show by his actions in v6?

Humility.
How does v5 describe the Ninevites’ response? Whom did they believe?
They believed God.

But who was doing the preaching in v4? 
Jonah.
So what does that tell us about Jonah’s words?
 Jonah’s words were the words of God. 

Where did Jonah get his message from? v2

God gave it to him.

To believe Jonah’s preaching was to believe God.

How might we apply that to the Bible? Whose words is it? 
The Bible is God’s words given through men. What the Bible says, God says. To believe our Bibles is to believe God. 

What do we learn about God from this passage?
His compassion (v10). 
To whom? 
Even to the wicked Gentile Ninevites.
Look at Matthew 12:41. How do the people of Nineveh serve as an example to those who’ve heard Jesus’ teaching? 
The people of Nineveh repented at Jonah’s preaching. Jesus is much greater than Jonah, so how much more should those who’ve heard Jesus’ preaching repent.

Do we take Jesus’ teaching as seriously as the people of Nineveh took Jonah’s?

Some teaching points / for prayer / praise:
Don’t ditch the Bible’s warning about judgement to come.

Be confident in the power of God’s word even to save unlikely people in great numbers.

Believe the Bible: faith is taking God at his word. Believing God’s word is believing God

Repentance involves humbling yourself, changing your actions and depending on the mercy of God.

The compassion of God (even for wicked pagans).

Forgiveness and rescue for those who repent.

Jonah Ch. 4: The Angry Prophet Shown Up By The Compassionate LORD
How does Jonah explain his disobedience in chapter 1 in this chapter? v2

As in the case of 1:9, here’s a theological truth that Jonah “knew” but hadn’t really appreciated. Jonah thought all along that God would have mercy on the Ninevites, but he didn’t want Him to. Seemingly Jonah wanted to see these Godless-pagans who were enemies of Israel punished.  

Verse 2 quotes Exodus 34:6-7. Though God was originally revealed like this to Israel, this is how he is towards the non-Jewish pagans in this chapter too.

How does Jonah react to the salvation of Nineveh? 3:10-4:1

He’s displeased, angry and complaining.
How does Jonah compare to God in this chapter? 
What’s the repeated word / idea in vv1, 2, 4, 9? 
Anger. 

How is that word used to describe God and Jonah in this chapter? How do they differ? Would you describe Jonah as “slow to anger”? 
God is slow to anger whereas Jonah becomes angry easily and at the wrong things. Jonah fails to embrace and reflect God’s character.
How did Jonah feel about his own salvation in chapter 2? 
Grateful (2:9).
How does Jonah feel about the Ninevites salvation? 
Angry and resentful.
Why is it stupid and inconsistent for Jonah to resent God’s mercy? (Remember what happened to Jonah in chapters 1 & 2).
We’ve already seen that Jonah depends on God’s mercy himself for salvation he doesn’t deserve. 
How does God seek to show Jonah the inappropriateness of his anger in this chapter? 
By providing and taking away the vine (vv4-9).
I expect we’re meant to have a good laugh at Jonah’s stupidity in this chapter.

What is Jonah concerned about? 
Himself and “his” vine (v6, v8, v10). 
What isn’t Jonah concerned about? 
God’s attitudes and the people of Nineveh. 
What is God concerned about? (v11)

V11 – God even seems to care about the cattle in Nineveh whereas Jonah cared more about a plant than about the people! God cares for all he has made.
Does Jonah have any “right” to be angry (v9)? What did Jonah deserve? Had Jonah somehow earned the vine (v10)? 
Verse 10 points out that Jonah didn’t tend the vine or make it grow. God had given it, God could take it away. Jonah seems to deserve God’s judgment rather than his kindness and mercy – or a miraculous parasol.

Jonah is rather like the older brother in Jesus’ parable of the prodigal son (Luke 15:25-32) or the unforgiving servant of Matthew 18:21-35. 

How are God’s power and control shown again in this chapter? 
In the way he provides Jonah with the vine one day and takes it away the next, and sends wind and sun (vv6-8). 

What should our attitude be to the many lost people in Eastbourne, in our country and indeed of the whole world? 
We should be compassionately concerned for them, as God is (v11).
Are there people we are inclined to exclude from the grace of God (as Jonah wanted to exclude the Ninevites)? Are there people who might not feel welcome in our church?
E.g. those who are different from us (class, race, dress); those we might think of as especially bad sinners?
Do we show the same love, kindness, mercy, and forgiveness to others that we have received from God?
Some teaching points / for prayer / praise:
God’s power and control.
Don’t stand on any supposed rights before God. You’ve not earned any claim on God. 

Remember you depend on God’s mercy.
Don’t exclude anyone from God’s mercy.

Have compassion on others, just as you’ve received God’s compassion.

Think back over the whole book of Jonah:

What have you been struck by from the book of Jonah?
How would you sum up its message in a sentence or explain its point to an 11 year old? 
How will it shape the way you think and live?

