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Listen & Lunch

Halloween: Trick or Treat?

The title I was given: Halloween: Treat or Trick?
Treats associated with Halloween
Enjoy a good party
Like dressing up as much as the next man (not Halloween costume – usual work gear)

All in favour of doughnuts (?) – don’t mind if you want to hang them on a string

I guess apples are okay and I can see that there could be fun to be had in ducking them.

Many of those things are good and fine in themselves.

No doubt there is plenty of harmless fun along the way with Halloween.

But those treats don’t really go to the heart of Halloween.

I don’t want to be a miserable old kill-joy, but I do think that in essence, both in some of its origins and in the way its celebrated today, Halloween is more trick than treat, or at least that it has the potential to be seriously misleading and harmful.
Let me explain why.

A commercial trick.

A money spinner for shops.

(Excellent for pumpkin sales)

Halloween paraphernalia jostling with the Xmas stock, and a bit of Bonfire Night stuff and we could do without it!

Halloween is growing in popularity: from 2001 to 2006 spending on Halloween in the UK rose ten fold.

More than half the population in the US is actively involved in celebrating Halloween, and we know that very often when the Americans sneeze we catch a cold.

In the UK we now spend £120 million a year on Halloween.
It’s the 3rd most profitable holiday for the supermarkets, after Christmas and Easter.

Financial interests involved here.

Monsters, witches, knives, gore and horror are not the kind of things we want to celebrate.

Debases our culture.

There was a time when most people thought of this as a clearly Christian country with agreed values and a common culture influenced by the Bible – confused free for all and a resurgence of paganism / New Age ideas?

(We could discuss that later if you like)

Trick or treating is a particularly unwelcome phenomena.

I think I can forgive cute little kids with sheets over their heads, popping next door with their mum or dad.

Gangs of youths you don’t know from Adam on the make.

Almost demanding money with menaces – extortion.

Some of the tricks: quite serious vandalism / criminal damage.

Stories of fireworks or worse through letter boxes.

Little old ladies afraid to open the door.

To be honest, I don’t want it either!

Anti-social behaviour.
The BBC report that there’s a 20% increase in nuisance crime around this time of year.

According to the Guardian thousands of extra police officers were on duty this time last year.

The most important thing I want to say is that Halloween is a trick because it could mislead us about evil.

Let me explain the 2 ways I think that happens.

You might describe this as an underemphasis or an over emphasis on evil.

C. S. Lewis, who wrote the Nania books, said that the devil is just as pleased with a materialist or a magician – either a denial of his existence or a fascination with him.
First, - underemphasis route - we might think that Halloween is just a piece of harmless fun.

Silly nonsense.

If we dismiss Halloween we might be tempted to deny the reality of evil.

One of the things that commends Christianity is that it takes evil seriously.

Realistic – not make believe – confronts the world as it really is.

There is such a thing as wickedness and it matters.

Evil isn’t a joke or a bit of fun.
Halloween unhelpfully trivialises evil.

The physical, material, visible world is not all there is.

There are spiritual forces we don’t fully understand.

Indeed, the Bible teaches the personal existence of the devil and of demons.

The devil is the chief demon and the devil and demons are fallen angelic beings.

In other words, the devil and demons are spiritual beings, made by God, and though they were created good, they are now in rebellion against God. 

As Milton put it in Paradise Lost, the devil has stupidly decided its “better to reign in hell, than serve in heaven”. (1667, book 1, l. 263) – he’s rejected God’s loving rule – wanted to dethrone God and set himself up as the ruler.
One of the devil’s greatest lies is that he doesn’t exist!

Jesus said: “When he [Satan] lies he speaks his native language, for he is a lair and the father of lies” (John 8:44)

If we think Halloween is harmless nonsense, we’re in danger of playing into the devil’s hands.

Cartoon character of the red devil with horns and a pointy tail is a propaganda triumph.

The devil would love us to think of him in the same category as Father Christmas or the Tooth Fairy – then he could get away with all sorts of deception, without us even knowing.
It’s a fatal error in warfare to underestimate your enemy, and we mustn’t underestimate the devil.

And we need to realise that the devil really is against us.

The Bible says that our world is the arena of a real but unseen spiritual conflict. (e.g. Ephesians 6:12)

The Bible’s description is that the devil hates God and all that he’s made.

The devil is not harmless fun but the implacable and deadly enemy of our souls.

The Bible warns: “Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.” (1 Peter 5:8)

The devil is a master of deceit and disguise.

The Bible says: “Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light” (2 Corinthians 11:14)
We should not dismiss or underestimate the devil.

But we also need to avoid an opposite sort of error.

Second, Halloween is tricky because it could encourage a fascination with evil.

The occult can offer hidden knowledge and secret power.

People often believe in so called white magic as if there are powers that can be harnessed for their benefit.
If you doubt that people are interested in this sort of thing, a quick browse on the bookshelves at Waterstones will show that there’s a market for it.

The Bible speaks against sorcery and witchcraft and seeking to contact the dead.

If the danger we’ve just been thinking about is underestimating the devil, neither should we overestimate him.

The devil is God’s devil!

The devil may be like a ferocious dog, but he’s like a dog on a chain.

God made the devil and he has him under his control.
The devil’s power is limited.
Only God himself is almighty.

The devil is not equal to God.

There’s no chance that the devil might somehow win in his great cosmic struggle against God.

There is a battle going on, but its outcome isn’t in the balance.

The good news of the Gospel is that Jesus has already defeated Satan.
If you like, Satan is like a ferocious dog who’s already had his teeth knocked out by the Lord Jesus – perhaps the devil could still give us a nasty sucking, but his bark is worse than his bite!

The name “Satan” means “the accuser”.
And what Satan accuses us of is our sin, our rebellion against God.
But the good news is that Jesus dealt with the sin of all those who would put their trust in him, when he died on the cross.
Jesus has taken the penalty of sin for every believer, so Satan has nothing to throw at us.
Satan might still accuse us – maybe our consciences trouble us – but God says we’re forgiven if we’re trusting in Jesus, and its God’s verdict that matters.
By his death and resurrection, the Lord Jesus Christ defeated Satan and triumphed over all the powers of darkness.

If we’re trusting in the Lord Jesus, ultimately we have nothing to fear from the devil.
Fear God, and fear nothing!

The Christian gospel is good news in the face of all that Halloween promotes.

Halloween: trick.

I’d encourage you to have nothing to do with it.

Some churches put on alternative parties with a more positive, wholesome theme.

HalloweenChoice.Org – a campaign by the Diocese of Manchester to promote a happy Halloween and the encourage supermarkets to promote products that are less grim

If you’re looking for something else to celebrate:

All Saints Day (1st November)
Part of the origin of “Halloween”: name comes form “all hallow’s eve” – the day before All Saints Day.

Give thanks for all those who’ve died trusting in Christ.
Or maybe if you really need an excuse for a party there’s Reformation Day (31st October).
Protestant Reformation of 16th C – rediscovery of the gospel

Put right with God simply by trusting in Jesus

Martin Luther pinned his 95 Theses to the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg on 31st October 1517.

Educational party – all dress up as your favourite reformer!

Maybe not, I don’t know!
I hope that’s some food for thought.

Now some food for the stomach!

* * * 
Further notes:

Gen 1 – Good creation

Gen 3 – Serpent

“the serpent” – Gen 3:1, 14; 2 Cor 11:3; Rev 12:9; 20:2

Fallen angels: 


2 Peter 2:4, angels who sinned


Jude 6


Is 14:12-15 The Fall of Satan ??? – God’s judgement on the king of Babylon


Gen 6:2-4??

Satan: Job 1:6; 1 Chron 21:1; Zech 3:1; Mt 4:10

Luke 10:18 – “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven”

James 4:7, “Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.”
Ephesians 6 – a spiritual battle

* * * 
Surprising to see how pervasive Halloween is.

National Trust (which I would think of as quite Establishment / conservative / traditional) has quite a few Halloween events

* * *

Wikipedia: Halloween:

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Halloween
Halloween originated from the Pagan festival Samhain, celebrated among the Celts of Ireland and Great Britain. Irish and Scottish immigrants carried versions of the tradition to North America in the nineteenth century. Other western countries embraced the holiday in the late twentieth century.
Samahain – Celtic harvest & ? new year festival – end of summer / beginning of winter – boundary between living & dead blurred
Costumes and masks were also worn at the festivals in an attempt to mimic the evil spirits or placate them.[3]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Halloween" \l "_note-ArnoldB" \o "" [4] When the Romans occupied Celtic territory, several Roman traditions were also incorporated into the festivals. Feralia, a day celebrated in late October by the Romans for the passing of the dead as well as a festival which celebrated the Roman Goddess Pomona, the goddess of fruit were incorporated into the celebrations. The symbol of Pomona was an apple, which is a proposed origin for the tradition of bobbing for apples on Halloween.[5]
The term Halloween (and its older rendering Hallowe'en) is shortened from All-hallow-even, as it is the evening of/before "All Hallows' Day",[1] also known as "All Saints' Day". It was a day of religious festivities in various northern European Pagan traditions,[2] until Popes Gregory III and Gregory IV moved the old Christian feast of All Saints' Day from May 13 to November 1.
