Sermon Notes – Sun 8th July AM
Colossians 1:28-29 (p1183)

 How To Pray For The New Curate
I hope you’ll forgive me a slightly tongue in cheek title:

I’ve called today’s sermon:

How to Pray for the New Curate

Yvonne and I really would crave your prayers

But I hope we’ll see how we can pray too for John, and indeed for all of as we engage in the ministry of this church
Our passage can give us a vision for our work together:
If you want a more serious title it would be:
Authentic Apostolic Ministry

Every organisation seems to have a “mission statement” these days

And I want to suggest that in Col 1vv28-29 we find Paul’s mission statement

And perhaps ours too

I’m not sure if Holy Trinity already has a mission statement 

but I keep seeing the words “Teaching and Proclaiming Christ” everywhere (on the notice board and on HT Today)
and as we’ll see, we could hardly have a better mission statement
If you have the yellow handout in front of you, you’ll see that I want us to ask 6 questions of our text, so I wont detain you more than a few days!
(1) Who has this ministry? 

“we” – see 1v1 and 3v16

Who is the “we” here?

Principally, its the Apostle Paul who is speaking.
Apostle Paul was obviously unique.
My delusions of grandeur are not yet so far advanced that I think I’m an apostle
Not even John or Bishop Wallace are apostles.
In fact, there are no Apostles like the first Apostles today

They met the risen Lord Jesus physically and were personally commissioned by him

And they did the signs and wonders that accompany an Apostle

But have a look at 1v1 and you’ll see that Paul also included Timothy

Paul wasn’t a one man band or a lone ranger in ministry.

This ministry is not just limited to the Apostles – it extends to their circle
And then have a look at 3v16
The language is very similar to our verse

We are to “teach and admonish one another, with all wisdom”

We can all share in this authentic apostolic ministry

If you’re one and you can find another you can have this ministry

We can do it as we sing to one another (v16)

Over coffee afterwards we could make an effort talk about Jesus, perhaps there’ll be something from one of the readings, the songs or the sermon that we could encourage someone else with
This one to another ministry is at the heart of what our home groups are about

I used to belong to a church that had on the front of its notice sheet:

“Pastor: [then his name]”

“Ministers: Every Member of the Church” 
And that’s right, isn’t it?

The Roman Catholic Church believes in what it calls the “Apostolic Succession”.
The idea that all the bishops have had hands laid on them by a man who had hands laid on him by a man who had hands laid on him, and so on, by Peter.

It’s a historically implausible idea, but even if it were true, it’d be pretty irrelevant.
The Apostolic Succession that matters is sticking to the Apostles’’ teaching, which we find in the NT.

If we minister this book to one another, we have an authentic apostolic ministry.

(2) What is this ministry?

“proclaim”

The gospel is a proclamation.
Announcement

Declaration

We have good news for the world and it should ring out loud and clear from this church.
Something momentous has happened: Jesus Christ is Lord, and we’re to tell the world.

The Good News of Jesus’ birth, life, death, resurrection and ascension.
We’re not inviting fundamentally inviting people to a dialogue or a debate but to receive the good news.
That’s why preaching is so important.
The minister is not a social worker, or an agony aunt, or a health visitor, or a psychotherapist, or a bureaucrat, but a preacher.
And so if John comes to visit you, I hope you say, “John, what are you doing here? I’m alright, is your sermon all ready?”
I exaggerate, but do you get the point?

Its vital that those who preach prepare thoroughly.

We need to lock our preachers away in their studies and make sure they don’t come out ‘till they’ve got something true and useful to say from the Word of God!

Say there are about 400 of us here today, and say I preach for about 20 minutes, if I preach a rubbish sermon, that’s 133 hours or over 3 working weeks of gospel time wasted!
We need to pray for the preacher.

And we need to come expectantly to hear the Word of God.
“Him”

If you wanted to sum up our message in one word?

Him!

Jesus

Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ

I’ve sometimes heard people complain about churches which have boring sermons because they go on about Jesus every week.
Now there’s no excuse for dull, samey preaching, but it is Jesus we want every week, isn’t it?

All the Scriptures testify about him.

All the promises of God are “yes” and “amen” in him.

He’s like a great diamond – as the preacher holds him up and turns him around we can see hundreds of different aspects, all glimmering in their glory – and as the light shines onto the diamond, so it casts its light on a different area of our lives, and illuminates different situations.
We want to know everything there is to know about Jesus, and we want to know how it affects everything: 

What difference Jesus makes to how I vote, how I spend my money, who I marry, what job I do, my marriage, how we bring up the kids, how I spend my retirement – whatever it is.

Its not that you start off with Jesus but then move onto something else like “Biblical Tips on Time Management” – its Jesus we really need.
That’s part of the great burden of this letter to the Colossians that we read from.

False teachers – Jesus is a great start, but what you really need is the secret we’ve got to offer.

You’ve already got fullness in Jesus, so don’t be distracted away to anything else.

2v6, “So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.”

We only have to cast our eyes over our reading to see that Jesus is inexhaustible.

V15, “He is the image of the invisible God” – if you want to know God, you just have to look at Jesus – he is the invisible God made visible!
V16, “all things were created by him and for him” – he is the source and goal of everything.
His death was of cosmic proportions, v19, “God was pleased to have all his fullness of dwell in him, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven…”

Its mind blowing stuff!

Colossians 2:3, in Christ “are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge”.
One of the great things about Christianity is that you can never get to the end of Jesus.

Even the most brilliant theologian or the most godly old Bishop can always get to know Jesus better.

At Oak Hill (the theological college where Jeremy and I trained) it said on the pulpit, “Sir, We Would See Jesus!” (some Greeks come to Philip - John 12:21).
And that’s the preachers aim, isn’t it: to show people Jesus from the Word of God.

We’re just not interested in Marc Lloyd’s little theories about so and so or his hobby horses.

The preacher is not a stand up comedian: he is a herald of Jesus Christ.
If he’s anything like me, his jokes probably aren’t funny anyway.

If we want to be entertained, we can hire a DVD, thank you very much: we want to hear something that matters when we come to church!

Paul says: “We do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake” (2 Corinthians 4:5)
A number of you are holiday makers and I guess there are times when all of us have to choose a new church: so how do you decide?

You might just think about how much the preacher talks about himself, and how much he talks about Jesus.

The preacher must say, like John the Baptist, “he [Jesus] must become greater, I must become less!” (John 3:30)
We point away from ourselves, to Him: “Look, the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world!” (John 1:29)

Sometimes the preacher needs to get out of the way so that we can see Jesus. 

(Book behind the head; book in front)
We want people to meet with Jesus as he walks off the pages of Scripture, not to go away thinking how brilliant the new curate is! Not much danger of that!

We don’t want best thoughts from the vicarage or a commentary on what the preacher read in the papers yesterday.

Give us Jesus!

It’s the same for all our groups and activities.

And that’ll affect our evangelism too.

Our message is not how marvellous Holy Trinity Church is, but how marvellous Jesus is.

“ admonishing and teaching”

“teach” – information and content

“admonish” – exhort

There’s a world of difference between preaching the word of God and giving a lecture in pure mathematics.

Preaching is not just theoretical
applied to life

There’ll be times when the preacher’s blood pressure rises or he’ll have a tear in his eye.

As Paul says elsewhere, “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work” (2 Timothy 3:16-17).

There’ll be times when the Bible gives us a jolly good telling off!  
There will from time to time be a negative note to it.

I hope we’ve seen that today: if preaching Jesus is at the centre of what the church should be about, then there are certain other things that are not at the heart of the church’s mission.

It wont always be, “thank you, that was a lovely sermon, Vicar”, sometimes it’ll be, “well, that was challenging stuff, I can see I’m going to have to change my ways.”

(3) To whom?

“everyone”

Black, white; 
rich, poor; 
young, old; 
clever and stupid; 
educated, uneducated; 
good, bad; 
the beautiful people, the ugly; 
in-crowd, outsider; 
high-flyer, down and out; 
religious, irreligious – and everybody in between

Muslim, Hindu, Atheist, Agnostic, nominal Christian, Pagan

Those who are interested and those who aren’t

Those who know they need Jesus and those who don’t 

We might seem a big, successful church, but our aim is to win everyone!

We’ve got a long way to go, haven’t we?

We’ve got about 400 people on the books, but 5000 people live in the parish.
The population of Eastbourne is 94000, and how many of them hear the name of Jesus other than as a swear word?

How are we going to reach them with the good news about Jesus?

You’ll know this church and this town much better than I do:

Look around you: is this congregation representative of the people of Eastbourne?

Are there people we are in danger of missing?

We must never underestimate people’s need:

No one is so sorted that they don’t need Jesus 

But we might be tempted to think that some people are fine as they are: happy, successful, comfortable: well paid, fulfilling, powerful job, beautiful wife, lovely house, new Mercedes, 2.4 kids, and a Labrador – just wont be interested.
But the truth is that everyone desperately needs Jesus if they’re to go from being God’s enemies to being his friends (vv19-21).

And we must never underestimate the power of the Gospel:

No one is so messed up that Jesus can’t save them
We might imagine some people are beyond Jesus’ reach: that angry, hostile young man, who dresses in black, covered in body piercings, lives with his gay partner, in a squat, from which they peddle heroin, he’s drunk or high most of the time.
How would we cope if we had people like that slipping into the back of church?

Would they find good news for them here?

Jesus is for everyone.

(4) How?

“with all wisdom”

We’re going to need lots of wisdom if we’re to being such a great message to such a diverse group of people

The message of the gospel is deep and mysterious

Some will need to be challenged, some will need to be encouraged

People’s lives are so complicated – you daren’t assume that they’re married and that their all his kids
There may be depression, or an eating disorder, or guilt over an abortion, under the surface that we know nothing about

Sensitivity, gentleness, boldness

Its not just a scatter-gun approach, but a careful application of the gospel to each person

like a skilled doctor, getting the dosage just right for each patient

It takes great wisdom:

But that’s alright:

The Bible says if anyone lacks wisdom we should ask God who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him. (James 1:5)
So, if you’re a Sunday school teacher listening to this by tape, and you’re having trouble getting little Johnny to understand that Jesus loves him, ask God for wisdom!

(5) Why?

What is the great object or goal of our ministry?
Its not just to keep the buildings going or to keep the new curate in the style to which he’s not yet accustomed.

“so that we may present everyone perfect in Christ”

The great good news of the gospel is that wicked rebels though we remain, we are perfect in God’s sight for ever, the moment we trust in Christ.
If we’ve made our peace with God by trusting in Jesus then we’re “holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation” (v22)
If we’re trusting in Jesus, we can hold our heads up high.
But also growth – perfection = maturity, completeness
Paul tells us in Ephesians 4 that God gives his church pastors and teachers and others, “ to prepare God’s people for works of service so that the body may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of God and become mature (our “perfect” word), attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ. From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.” (Eph 4:12-16)
Not always gadding off after the latest thing – stable – know where we’re heading and stick on course
The point of ministry is that we should be able to minister ourselves to others.
We should see our Sundays together as training for a week of service.

(6) What is this ministry like?

“I labour, struggling”

Parish apprentice in Hastings - Guys in the pub (vicar’s apprentice – felt like the Sorcerer’s apprentice) – “So what do you actually do, then?” – “So you don’t actually do any work, then?” – unless you got a sweat on, it wasn’t proper work!
“labour” – toil - digging the road – hard work
“struggling” – wrestling – fight / battle - hand to hand combat – you’re likely to take some knocks – you may be bruised and battered by the end of the youth group meeting (figuratively, I hope)
If you’re finding your Christian ministry hard, don’t worry

Struggling is not a sign that you’ve stepped outside the will of God, or that you’re not cut out for ministry and that you should throw in the towel.

Tough it out! Its normal to labour and struggle.
But there is great encouragement for us too:

We’re not on our own in this ministry:
“with all his energy, which so powerfully works in me”

Just think about God’s energy for a moment.

It’s off the kilowatt scale, isn’t it?

The power that spoke the universe into being.

The power that raised Jesus from the dead!

He can make a home group leader of you or give you the courage to invite that friend to the tea at the Hydro, can’t he?

A very powerful power!

Gives us great reasons for confidence.

It is a great task, but we have a greater God!
Paul’s prayer requests – and ours? 4vv2-6
