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Article 1 Notes

Exodus 3:1-15

I think I’ve mentioned before that

My parents were not Christians

But that they packed me off to the local Baptist church when I was a kid

And somehow, now, I seem to have become an Anglican clergyman

And every so often I wake up in the middle of the night I have a bit of an identity crisis.

Am I really and Anglican?

And I know some of you have felt that too.

We’re trying to be a Biblical Anglican church here.

But not every Anglican church is.

Go to some churches and you’ll see all sorts of goings on.

In the papers you can read about the Anglican Communion tearing itself apart over women bishops and gay bishops and gay women bishops.

And every few years a Bishop pops up on Newsnight to tell us that it doesn’t really matter what we believe, so long as we don’t believe it too strongly.

So are we really Anglicans?

Should we be?

Is Anglicanism biblical?

To try to resolve my own identity crisis

And explore some of these things with you

I’m going to preach a new sermon series on Sunday Mornings

Looking at what I’m calling 

Famous “Anglican” Texts

If you’ve got one of these handouts, that may help you.

I’m calling them “Anglican” texts, but most of them aren’t really.

The 1st one is: it’s the 1st of the 39 Articles of Religion of the C of E 

On my first Sunday here, John mentioned the tradition of ministers preaching on the articles 

I think one article a year 

So rather foolhardily, I thought I’d give it a go.

So I’ll say a bit more about the 39 Articles in a minute
But the other texts are going to be Biblical texts – you’ll be pleased to hear

But they’re some of the main texts from the Book of Common Prayer –
Which has been the main Anglican Prayer Book since 1662, and which many of you will have grown up with

So they’re not really Anglican texts: their Biblical or Christian texts

But that’s part of my argument: 

That Anglicanism is a form of Biblical Christianity

Not the only form, of course –

Our Baptist brothers and sisters are brothers and sisters

But Anglicanism at its best, at its source, is a type of Biblical Christianity

And I hope we are all Bible People and Christians first and Anglicans second, or even 22nd!

Anyway, enough wobbling on the tee.

Let’s get down to the 39 Articles.

You can find these articles at the back of the Book of Common Prayer.

They were drawn up in 1562 as I’ve said on the sheet

And they’re a kind of Doctrinal Basis of the Church of England – a statement of faith

But they’re mainly topical

Most of them are about things that people were arguing about in the 16th C
But in the main they’re still arguing about them today!

Just have a look at the blurb on the sheet

This is from the kind of preamble to the Articles 

It tells you their aim

It says:

These articles are – quote:

“… for the avoiding of diversities of opinions and

for the establishing of consent touching true religion.”

Now we rather like diversities of opinions today, don’t we?

Everyone can believe whatever they like as long as they don’t try to make others believe the same.

We’re certainly more comfortable with “diversities of opinions” than they were in the 16th C.

Pick n mix, and live and let live, and agree to differ, is the order of the day.

But it seems a noble aim, doesn’t it, that we might agree – as far as we can

At least in essentials – on the big things

As the old saying goes:

“In essentials, unity

In non-essentials, liberty

In all things, charity”

We want love and truth together, don’t we?

Unity in the truth, is our aim.

We don’t want to just paper over the cracks or find a form of words we can muddle through with.

We want to believe in the same God!

So whilst we may differ on all sorts of things, here in the 39 Articles are some things our fathers in the faith thought it would be good if we could all agree on.

And these articles might help us:

That’s what they’re driving at: unity in the truth.

So have a look at the 1st article – the first point in the Doctrinal Basis of the Church of England, if you like:

[READ]

Or if you prefer your sermons in English:

[READ modern version]

Its not really a whole lot better, is it?

So let me try to do some explaining.

This first article is about God – which seems a good place to start a statement of faith!

You can see I’ve printed the article in 2 parts.

The 1st one tells us there is only one living and true God – and then it tells us some things about him.

And the second part says again, there’s one God

You’ve got to keep the unity of God

But “in the unity of the Godhead there are 3 Persons” – Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

So straight away you’ve got the doctrine of the Trinity:

One God in 3 Persons

God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.

That’s the heart of this article, its entitled: “Of Faith in the Holy Trinity”
Well that deserves a sermon series, doesn’t it?

In fact, when I started to study this article, I discovered I’d bitten off far more than I could chew.

I reckon there are easily 12 sermons in this one Article.
So perhaps we’ll come back to it sometime.

But for the rest of the time today, I want us to see what goodness we can get out of that phrase:

“One Living and True God”

And I guess at some stage we ought to have a nod in the direction of our Bible reading, if we’re making all this fuss about being Bible believing Anglicans.

“One”

There is one God.

That’s one of the most fundamental statements of the Bible:

Dt 6vv4-5: “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.”

So there are not many gods but only one true and living God. 

Pretty obvious to us, if not to so obvious to the 800 million Hindus in the world.

One God - Common ground amongst us.

But people sometimes say, “Jews, Muslims and Christians all believe in the one same God”

I’m very unhappy with that view.

Imagine you said to me, “I believe in your wife”.

(I’m sorry, my love, you probably have to put up with sermon illustrations like this for the next 30 years)

I’d say, “fine, good, have you met Yvonne?”
And you said, “Ah, you call her Yvonne, but we call her Bernard, but it’s the same wife we believe in.”
“Well,” I’d say, “that’s pretty odd because her name is Yvonne. I’ve seen it on her passport and on our marriage certificate. 

“And its ‘Yvonne’ that’s she likes to be known as. She told me herself.

And imagine I asked you what Yvonne (or Bernard) is like.

And you said she’s a 35 stone black man with one leg.

Now would you believe in my wife?

You might insist that we’re talking about the same person with different names.

But the names matter.

And we’re saying rather different things about her.

I don’t think we could be said to believe in the same person.
Now it is the same with the Jews or the Muslims.

They might say they believe in God, 

But do they believe in the God of the Bible, the God and Father of Our Lord Jesus Christ?

Do they believe in the Triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit?

Do we believe the same things about God?

I don’t thing so.

By the time we disagree about Jesus and the Trinity we are disagreeing at a pretty fundamental level about who God is, I think.

I don’t think we can say we believe in the same God.

There is one living and true God.

The God of the Bible, of the NT, the God and Father of Our Lord Jesus Christ.

The One God who is 3 persons, God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.

He and he alone is the one true God.

So that means Allah is not God.

If the Triune God of the Bible is the one true and living God then that means that all other God’s must be lifeless and false.

I hope I don’t get a fatwa for saying this, but Allah must be nothing at best and a demon at worst.

“One living and true God”

That’s why Archbishop Rowan Williams was right to signal this week that he Charles has to be defender of the faith not defender of faith.

Faith is, after all, as the title of this article 1st says, “Faith in the Holy Trinity” – a uniquely Christian faith

And that’s why the Archbishop has rightly said that the coronation must be a Christian service, not a multi-faith service.

“Living”

What does it mean to say that God is living?

Well that he’s alive – of course.

I just want to say it loader and with more emphasis!

Fine. But what does it mean?

Certainly that he exists.

But think about what it means to be living for a moment.

Its more than existing, isn’t it?

This pulpit exists – but its not living.

For a human being to be living, perhaps it means something like he has brain activity 

(to varying degrees, of course)

If you hook his head up to the right sort of monitor, you could get an output.

But just look down at the rest of article one.

It says, God is “without body”.

So you can’t plug God into a brain monitor because he hasn’t got a brain because he hasn’t got a body.

Tricky.

Well maybe we need a more theological definition of “living”.

We might say that for a man “death” is the separation of body and soul. 
So to be “living” is to have body and soul united.

But look at the rest of the article.

God is “without parts”.

You can’t divide God up into body and soul, because he doesn’t have parts, like we do.

So you can’t say that for God to be alive means for his body and soul to be united.

And we’ve already said God hasn’t got a body.

Oh dear.

So when we say God is “living” we mean something rather different from what we mean when we say that John is “living”.

And its worth pausing there to take this in.

Its all a long winded round about way of saying that God is not a man.

Well – der – of course, Marc, I knew that.

What are you going on about?

But although we know God is not a man, its easy for us to think of him as if he is a man X a million.

As if God were the greatest most powerful human being every only greater.

God a kind of super man.

A cosmic very very great great grandfather.

But God is not a man.

Calvin said that the human heart is an idol factory.

And so we are in constant danger of making our own gods in our hearts.

Gods of our own imaginings, not the one living and true God of the Bible.

You see, God made us in his image.

But we are always tempted to try to remake God in our own image.

We need to remember that God is the original and we are the copies.

(Father-figure. God the Father, the one from whom all fatherhood defines. Fathers are a picture of him. He’s the genuine article).

Created things are a little reminder and pointer to their creator.

We try to make man the measure of all things.

We want to domesticate God.

We want God to be more like a pet poodle than a roaring lion.

A God who is like a little flame in my heart, not a consuming fire.

We want to put God in a box, probably on a high shelf, but we’re happy to use him to prop a door open if needs be.

God as a vending machine to give us the things we want.

But God is mysterious, in other words.

Mind-blowing.

If you don’t understand what I’ve been saying, its quite possibly because I’ve been doing a bad job of explaining it.

But it could be because God is incomprehensible.

For us to try to understand God must be like my kitten trying to understand me.

(think she thinks I’m pretty weird, but all my actions are really sensible)
You can know God really and truly.

You can be certain of certain things about him.

But you can’t know God exhaustively.

God will always be above and beyond us – and that’s as it should be.

A God I could suss out wouldn’t be much of a God, would he?
You can’t quite pin God down.

You can’t put him in a test tube or poke him with a pencil or reduce him to a neatly labelled diagram.

He is after all God!

Which brings me at long last to our Bible text.

We’re not just left to imagine God.

What is it that that great philosopher, Edmund Blackadder once said?
“We are like blind men, in a dark room, looking for a black cat, that isn’t there”.

Well that’s not the case with us and God.

God has revealed himself.

He has spoken clearly to us in the Bible.

He has told us his name.

God’s name.

“I am who I am” (Exodus 3v14)

So what does it mean for God to be living?

Well something very wonderful and amazing and beyond us.

God has life in himself.

He is who he is. 

He’s the uncreated creator, so he’s the source of all life.

“In the beginning, God…”

He is the great I am. 

The one who’s always existed and always will. 

He is undetermined.

God determines himself.

“I am who I am” / “I will be who I will be”

But its not the same for us, is it?

I’m the product of my parents.

My mum and dad largely shaped me.

And I’m influenced by my society.

I only have to see an advert and I suddenly want a new sports car.

I’m pretty easily determined from outside, but God determines himself.
I get my life from my breakfast and the sunshine and sleep and…

(I’m getting out of my scientific depth here but I hope you get the point…)

God doesn’t depend on any of those things.
He has life from himself, in himself.

“I am not who I am” 
I am not who I was 
and I am not who I will be.

I’ve changed since I started that sentence.

I’ll be different again before I’ve finished this one.

Another hundred brain cells have decayed and another thousand skin cells have flaked off.

And “I am not who I would be”

32” rather than (COUGH) 

We can’t determine ourselves.

The good I want to do I do not do, Paul says.

God does as he pleases, the Bible says.

We’ve got a kind of derivative, vulnerable, spread-out-through-time, dripping away sort of life.

God is eternal and everlasting.

He enjoys the fullness of his life all at once.

But God will never get tired or old.

He can never die.

He is living.

He has life in himself.

He can give life to others and yet not lose it himself.

Now if all this has seemed like a lot of weird theological waffle, the point of it is to say that God is unspeakably great.

“True”

God is the true God, as against all false gods.

The real, genuine, substantial God.

The God who is there.

The God who is Truth.

He is True.

He is truthful.

He cannot lie.

A trustworthy, reliable, consistent God.

A God who keeps his promises and does what he says he will do.

A God we can depend on.

The One Living and True God
(Applications:)

Maybe we need to repent of our false views of God.
If we want to know this God who is so above and beyond us, we could do no better than look to the Lord Jesus Christ.

He said, “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life, no one comes to the Father but through he.”

“I have come that you might have life, and have it to the full”.

“You will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”

Let’s agree in the truth.

Let’s praise God again for his unimaginable greatness.

Let’s trust in him for life.
Depend on him as true.

Let’s love alone him with all our heart soul, mind and strength.

* * *

Article 1 of C of E The 39 Articles of Religion (1562)

… for the avoiding of diversities of opinions and

for the establishing of consent touching true religion

Of faith in the Holy Trinity

(I) There is but one 

                            (i) living 

                      and (ii) true     GOD,

                             everlasting, 

                             without (i) body, 

                                           (ii) parts, 

                                           (iii) passions; 

                              of infinite (i) power, 

                                               (ii) wisdom, 

                                        and (iii) goodness; 

                       the (a) Maker, 

                       and (b) Preserver of all things both (i) visible 

                                                                        and (ii) invisible. 

And in the unity of this Godhead there be (II) three Persons, of one (i) substance, 

                                                                                                             (ii) power, 

                                                                                                      and (iii) eternity; 

                                                                         (1) the Father, 

                                                                         (2) the Son, 

                                                                  and (3) the Holy Ghost.
