U.C. Application Essay: Rough Draft Guide
Before you begin your rough drafts, you should have a clear idea of your controlling ideas, what single impression do you want the reader of your application to have?

Consider each of the following questions as a focus for your essay:


1.  Who are you?


2.  How are you different from your peers?


3.  Where are you going in life?


4.  What thing is most important to you?


5.  What are you good at?


6.  What have you “learned” in high school?


7.  How are you different now from when you entered high school?

Any one of these ideas—or something else—would make a good focus for your essay.
When you have chosen a focus, decide what you will include in your essay.  Then decide on the most appropriate order.  Finally, begin to write, keeping the following in mind:


1.  U.C. is not overly influenced by gimmicks (poetry, overwriting, contrived 
themes).  What matters is content and style.


2.  Include information that sets you apart from other applicants, such as an 
important life experience or challenges.  If you choose such a topic, show how it 
affected you, your family or community.


3.  Do not write a “laundry list” of activities or achievements.  Focus on one or 
two involvements their effects.


4.  Make your opening interesting.  Be not afraid of description or anecdotes.


5.  Try to give a sense of speaker in your language, but do this without being too 
casual.  You may use “I,” but do so sparingly.


6.  Keep in mind that you are writing for a real person.  Do something to set 
yourself apart from the crowd, and do it early in the paper.


7.  Any errors in language will indicate that you are illiterate.

