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	MT. DIABLO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

NORTHGATE HIGH SCHOOL

425 Castle Rock Road

Walnut Creek, CA  94598

925-938-0900


Dear Students and Parents:


Few advancements have altered education as much as technology.  When I began teaching, most schools lacked the funding or technology for a decent computer lab, and therefore most teachers, and many students too, rarely integrated the computer into their daily work and learning.  Today, things are immensely different.  Email has changed the way we communicate, and we depend on the internet when we require answers fast.

Because of these tremendous advances, I need to explain how the gift of technology has altered my classroom.  To ensure that everyone understands how I utilize technology in my classroom, parents and students all read, sign and return the second page of this letter to me. Additionally, please sign off on the “Movie permission slip” portion of the letter on page two of this letter as well.
· On line Gradebook:  All parents as well as students can access my gradebook on line at: www.mygradebook.com.  I will provide student and class log-on numbers when they are ready.  Parents : if you give me your email address, I can send you a message every time grades are updated.

· Email:  This is the quickest and most effective way to get in touch with me.  I can rarely make a phone call during class, but I can often send an email when the class is watching a video, reading quietly, etc.  My address is:  tatem@mdusd.k12.ca.us.

· Website:  I post course policies, class outlines, writing help and many of my class assignments on my website:  www.geocitites.com/marathontate25/.  

· Electronic Papers:  Because the internet is so widely used by everyone, I require all formal papers to be submitted electronically(to www.mydropbox.com) as well as in paper form.  Students will be guided through this process (again, log-ons will be provided when ready).  Scores for papers requiring electronic submission will not be recorded until the submission has been made to mydropbox.com.

While computers have made exciting improvements to education, some old techniques, such as showing films in class, are also still useful.  Most of the literature read in my English classes are available on film, and sometimes these films are rated “R”, usually for language.  Below is a list of all films I may show this year (time restraints, special testing schedules and acts of God often force me to alter my curricular plan as the year progresses). If you wish your child only to view certain films, please indicate them by circling each film, and I will offer your child an alternate assignment on those days.  Please sign and return the second page of this letter no later than October 5th 

Thank you, Northgate parents and students, for your endless support and motivation this year and every year.
Warm regards,

Meredith Tate

Please retain page one for your records; 

sign and return this page by September 20th.
Films shown at each class level:

	Junior English
	Senior English

	The Last of the Mohicans (R)

The Crucible

Amadeus

The Shawshank Redemption (R)

One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest (R)

A River Runs Through It
	Mighty Aphrodite (R)

The House of Sand and Fog (R)

Hamlet (various versions)
Macbeth (Polanski)
Othello (various versions)
Pride and Prejudice

Spinal Tap (R)

Office Space (R?)

Additional Titles for Senior Honors English – the above, plus:
Oh Brother Where Art Thou?

Cold Mountain
Scotland, PA (R)

Bridget Jones’ Diary




Signature Box #1:

Movie Permission: (Please check the appropriate box and sign below)
· I will allow my child to view all the movies on the list for their class level

· I will not allow my child to view the films circled above on their class list

· I will not allow my child to view any of the films on their class list

	Signature of Parent
	
	Printed Name
	
	Date


Signature Box #2:

Technology Acceptance: (Read the following statement and sign below)
I understand that grades for Mrs. Tate’s class are available on-line and that submitting papers electronically is a requirement of her class.  Furthermore, we can check assignments and get directions on the website, and contact Mrs. Tate via email with questions, notices of extended absences, or special circumstances.
	Signature of Student
	
	Printed Name
	
	Date


	Signature of Parent
	
	Printed Name
	
	Date


