Honors English IV – Student Lecture Series
Reading of each book on the Honors IV reading list will be augmented by a student given lecture and discussion. Pairs of students will organize a lecture that highlights notable and helpful facts about the author’s life and times, notes on the text, (such as style, literary device, theme, etc.) providing auxiliary readings designed add additional depth to our class’s understanding. Both students may lecture together for 20-30 minutes, or each may lecture individually for 10-25 minutes, but both students must share equally in leading the class discussion. Although students will present together they will be graded individually.

These lectures share equal weight with any lecture Mrs. Tate may deliver. Also, all students are expected to take excellent notes on every lecture.

What to Do/How You’ll be Graded

Pre-Lecture:

· Turn in a VERY detailed outline of your lecture with bibliography of all sources used, detailing who will deliver what.

· Submit one copy of auxiliary reading (could be a critical essay, historical document, etc.) to Mrs. Tate, for approval and duplicating on date assigned.  Look in books too!  Your reading does not have to be from the internet.

Design and Deliver a 20-30 minute lecture in which you:

· Detail notable facts about assigned topic, reveal fascinating facts

· Incorporate use of visual aid – overhead, slide show, chalkboard

Design and Deliver a 20-30 minute lecture in which you:

· Detail notable facts about author’s life and times; reveal fascinating facts

· Explain why they wrote and what motivated them

· Discuss intricacies of topic’s genre or style

· Illustrate author’s literary and personal beliefs

· Incorporate use of visual aid – overhead, slide show, chalkboard

· Rivet us to your topic with excellent presence and delivery, command, humor, if that’s your thing.

· Demonstrate exemplary organization, preparation and high comfort level and familiarity with the material.

· Rivet us to your topic with excellent presence and delivery, command, humor, if that’s your thing.

· Demonstrate exemplary organization, preparation and high comfort level and familiarity with the material.

You may NOT provide a handout of any kind. Students are required to take their own notes. All lecture materials must be shown in a way that does not require a handout.

Post-Lecture:

· Lead class in a discussion of your auxiliary reading and topic for remainder of class period.  Prepare questions in advance.

· Be sure to facilitate the discussion, asking questions, calling on quiet students, etc.

· Complete self evaluation for yourself only (available on website) and turn in to Mrs. Tate no later than two days after your lecture.  

Lecturers who fail to turn in any of the above components will receive half credit.

Expanded Assignment Details available on website 
Lecture Topics (to be delivered in this order)
Quarter 1

1. Classics101: Homer – Biography, the Oral Tradition and The Odyssey

2. Classics 101: Greek Drama, Festival of Dionysus & the Tragic Hero

3. Classics 101:  Sophocles & Euripides life, Greek theater, the chorus, masks

4. Chaucer – Life and Times and The Canterbury Tales

Quarter 2

5. Shakespeare --  Life and times, Christopher Marlowe, Sir Francis Bacon,  sonnets, iambic pentameter, the Globe
6. Macbeth:  Holinshed’s History – the real story, curses, lore and major characters
7. Macbeth:  major themes via film adaptations & clips
8. Hamlet: major themes via film adaptations & clips
9. Stoppard: Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead and the theater of the absurd
10. Voltaire – Life and times, satire Candide and its setting

11. Dickens – Life and times, politics of the age and Great Expectations
Quarter 3

12. Romantic Literature – Setting, politics, beliefs; discussion of “gothic” and other Romantic motifs

13. Romantic Literature – Austen, Bronte and M. Shelley

14. Romantic Literature – Coleridge, Wordsworth & Keats; Lyrical Ballads of 1798

Quarter 4

15. Modern Brevity:  about the short story and it’s “Inventors” (discuss Anton Chekhov, for sure) comparison to novel & plays

16. Modern Brevity:  Kafka and “The Metamorphosis”

17. Modern Brevity:  Ibsen and The Doll House
18. Modern Brevity:  Tennessee Williams and A Streetcar Named Desire
Approximate presentation dates will be posted in class, quarterly.  Dates are likely to change, but presentation dates will be finalized four days to one week before scheduled presentation.
Auxiliary Readings:

Quarter I and II readings are due on September 12, 2006.

Quarter III and IV readings due on January 17, 2007
