“Macbeth! Macbeth!  Beware Macduff!

Beware the Thane of Fife!  Dismiss me.  Enough.”

-- IV.i.82

Beware the Devices!

Used throughout Shakespeare’s Works
All of the following devices occur throughout Shakespeare’s works, some more frequently than others.  

1. Symbolism: any object, animate or inanimate, which represents or stands for something else.  Actions and gestures may be symbolic.  A concrete image may express an emotion or an abstract idea. 

2. Foreshadowing: an arrangement of events and information in such a way that later events are prepared for or “shadowed forth” beforehand.  The very beginning will suggest the outcome; this gives structural and thematic unity. (Beware the severed heads!)

3. Imagery: use of sensory-based language to represent objects, actions, feelings, thoughts, ideas, states of mind, and any sensory or extra-sensory experience. 

4. Personification: the attributing of human qualities to inanimate or non-human objects or entities, or the embodiment of some human quality in something non-human.

5. Metaphor: describes one thing in terms of another, such as “Life is a box of chocolates,” or “He is a pig”.

6. Simile: Compares two very dissimilar things using “like” or “as”:  “Life is LIKE a box of chocolates”; “She is like a rose”.

7. Paradox: an apparently self-contradictory statement, which is found to contain a truth, reconciling the conflicting opposites.

8. Allusion: an implied reference to a person, event or other literary work; in Shakespeare, beware biblical and mythological references. 

