Body Paragraph Workshop
Quote Integration

Your job as a writer is to imbed, that is SANDWICH, the text/quotes you use to make your points in the middle of each body paragraph.  You may NOT start or end a body paragraph with a quote. * EVER.  Your paragraphs should ALL follow this structure:

1. Topic Sentence

2. Linking sentence

3. Quote – integrated into your own sentence

4. analysis of quote explaining how quote PROVES your point

5. conclusion of paragraph and transition

Body Paragraph (quote sandwich) example from a senior project paper

Question:  “What are the effects of birth order on one’s personality?”

Note: 
· Use of varied syntax: prepositional & present participial phrases; single word openers

· Integration of interviews & research, followed by analysis

· Balance of direct and indirect quotes

· All sources are imbedded into writer’s own sentences.

· Paragraphs neither begin or end with research.  SANDWICHES, see?
	Topic Sentence
	     Like the only child, the middle child, who can be anything from the second of three children to the fourth of six, also tends to be stereotyped negatively.  It is often 

	Linking topic to quote (blending)
	said that the middle child is the “problem” child, the “black sheep” of the family, but these stereotypical labels are far from the truth.  When considering the 

	Quote integrated (Q.I.) into own sentence
	personality of the middle child, one should take into account the “branching off effect”, a principle that suggests the child will play off the sibling born directly before him.  (Lehman 73)  Thus, the specific characteristics of a middle child’s personality are not as easy to predict as those of the first or last born, as they form depending on the personality of the older sibling.  Child psychologist Elaine Rehr explains that if the second child feels he can compete with the first born, he may “do so by mimicking . . . by doing everything the older one does.  On the other hand, if the second child believes the first is smarter, stronger or otherwise superior, he may develop his strengths in a different area, striving for perfection in an area unique to 

	Analysis & transition to next quote
	him.”  Often, middle children do the opposite of their older siblings in order to establish their own identity, but one can find general patterns in the personalities of 

	Quote Integrated into writer’s own sentence
	middle children as well. The major factor that shapes the middle child’s personality is that she was “born too late for the privileges and special treatment the first born inherits by right, and born too soon to strike the bonanza the last borns enjoy, such 

	Analysis of above quote and conclusion to new idea/transition
	as loosening of the disciplinary reins.” (Leman 72)   Their privileges, special place or stature in the family undefined in comparison with the older and younger siblings, middle-borns often feel left out.  


	Topic Sentence
	      Lacking a special place in the family, suffering from the middle child syndrome, middle children are often pushed to be more independent from and distant from 

	Linking topic to quote (blending)
	their family than other children.  Middle children usually develop many friendships outside the family and rely on those groups of peers to be a sort of secondary family. 

	Quote integrated (Q.I.) into own sentence
	To a middle child, friends are very important; it is from them that she receives a sense of recognition and acceptance.  Thus, most middle-borns are strongly influenced by their peers.  (Moore 22)  By identifying “more with her peer group than with her family, a middle child tends to be less controlled by her family’s values and will often reject her family’s do’s and don’ts in favor of using those of another 

	Analysis & transition to next quote
	 group.”  (Leman 76)   Surprisingly, middle children are usually the most balanced adults of the three birth positions because they must learn early on how to negotiate and mediate with others.  From sharing personal experiences with their friends, many middle children learn early that life is unfair sometimes, thus they are more 

	Analysis of above quote and conclusion to new idea/transition
	accepting of imperfect or unexpected situations.  These factors sometimes contribute to the isolation middle-borns sometimes suffer.  But middle born is not the only birth order that suffers from feelings of isolation.  

	
	

	New Paragraph
	     Often coddled and able to “get away with murder” the youngest child also may feel left out.  The loosening of the rules that so often evolves by the arrival of the youngest child can serve to both privilege the youngest and also make them feel ignored and uncared for, and therefore isolated.
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