Body Paragraph Workshop
Quote Integration

Your job as a writer is to imbed, that is SANDWICH, the text/quotes you use to make your points in the middle of each body paragraph.  You may NOT start or end a body paragraph with a quote. * EVER.
Your paragraphs should ALL follow this structure:

1. Topic Sentence

2. Linking sentence

3. Quote – integrated into your own sentence

4. anaylysis of quote explaining how quote PROVES your point

5. conclusion of paragraph and transition

Example from an essay on the differences between Romeo and Juliet’s characters, from Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet:
	Topic Sentence
	     Unlike Romeo, who demonstrates on several occasions his capricious nature, Juliet is more level headed.  

	Linking topic to quote (blending)
	Throughout the play she shows her capacity for common sense.  In Act II scene ii, Romeo sneaks up to her balcony after the party.  Delighted by his pursuit, Juliet exchanges vows of love with him, after which the lovers agree to meet and marry in secret the next day.  Speaking her love, Juliet 

	Quote integrated (Q.I.) into own sentence
	tells Romeo that while she feels great passion for him, she has, “. . . no joy\ in this contract tonight. It is too rash\ too sudden, too like the lightening, which doth\ cease to be ere one can say it lightens.”  Obviously, by comparing their 

	Analysis of quote, explaining how it PROVES the point (topic of paragraph)
	love to lightning, Juliet displays her common sense.  She realizes that marrying someone after knowing them only one day is not a good idea.  Furthermore, her comparison of their love to lightning, which ends practically before it lightens the sky, foreshadows the ephemeral nature of hasty love as well as the conclusion of the play.  By speaking such

	Conclusion and transition
	rational and honest words in this scene, Juliet demonstrates her maturity and common sense, as she does in Act IV, when she refuses to marry Paris.


Example from an essay one one’s power to be good or evil in John Steinbeck’s work:  
	Topic Sentence
	     Cal uses his fate as an excuse for his mistakes frequently in East of Eden.  Throughout the novel, he constantly makes 

	Linking topic to quote (blending)
	bad choices, later blaming them on fate.  Cal says he is doomed simply because, “I’m not good” (747), trying to convince others that his badness is out of his own control.  Cal uses this “excuse” in many climactic incidents, the most significant being when he ruins his brother by showing him the prostitute that is their forgotten mother.  An evil choice on Cal’s part, his actions destroy his brother Aaron’s faith, which later leads to Aaron’s death.  Throughout all of this, Cal blames fate for making him a victim of predestination, but what he does not understand in the powerful doctrine repeated throughout East of Eden, that “timshel”, the 

	Quote integrated (Q.I.) into own sentence
	doctrine of “thou mayest”, explains that one “always has a choice; evil can be rejected, and good chosen” (Fontenrose, 375).  Clearly, “timshel” indicates that Cal made the choice 

	Analysis of quote, explaining how it PROVES the point
	 to ruin his brother Aaron, not fate.  But because he does not understand the gift of choice, Cal does not recognize nor understand “timshel”.  In East of Eden, Steinbeck truly shows that good and evil are choices, not characteristics or 

	Conclusion and transition
	predestination.   Neither choice is ever permanently with anyone, but rather given as two separate options, chosen by free will.
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