Oedipus the King
By Sophocles

Internet Assignment

Before we begin reading Sophocles’ tragic play, we need a general sense of the historical setting, gods referred to, and style of the Greek tragedy. 
Your Assignment: Using the Internet and your favorite search engine, find the answers the questions that follow. When you have found the answers to the following questions, be prepared for a background quiz on this information. You need only take notes for your binder (notes will be graded) and know the material for the upcoming quiz.
1. What is/ was the Oracle at Delphi? How was it used? Explain in detail. 

2. In Greek Mythology, what was the Sphinx?

3. What are the names, functions and symbols for each of the following gods:
 Zeus, Athena, Apollo, Hera, Dionysus, Demeter, Ares, Aphrodite, and Artemis?  
4. Find some information on Greek tragic contests. 

(suggestion: type in “greek+theater” in your search window).


-  What were these contests?


-  Who sponsored them?


-  What God did these contests honor?

5. Learn the diagram and parts of a Greek theater. You should know how draw this stage and label all parts.
6. Know the five main structural elements of a Greek tragedy. 
Hint: the first one is “Prologue”.

7. Know how Greek Theater (the theater itself as well as the productions preformed) are different than theater today.

8. Masks and the use of a chorus are two elements unique to Greek Theater. Explain what these things are.

9. Define the word catharsis and explain how it relates to Greek tragedy.

10. BONUS: What is the “riddle of the Sphinx?” and what is the answer?
Due Date:
