Music and Poetry 

Presentation Syllabus~ Honors English IV
Why?

Q: What could be more wonderful than reading poetry in English class?  A:  Listening to music and reading poetry in English class!  Such is the beast that is your music and poetry presentation assignment. The motivation for this assignment is the joy stated above plus additional pre-practice for your Senior Project Presentations.
What? (Your Assignment):

1. Find a Song: Choose a song with lyrics by a band of your choice.  Mrs. Tate encourages everyone to pick a song they really like, as this will make for a better presentation by you and will treat our class to the broadest range of musical genres.  (Lyrics must, of course, be free of profanity and be otherwise appropriate for school).  
2. Find a Poem: Find a poem by a British poet, post 1700s that relates to your song in some way – this might be a thematic connection, structural, stylistic, whatever. (Please limit your poetry selections to one 81/2 x 11 page – no epic poems, please!)  You will need to print out and submit a copy of this to Mrs. Tate on the date your lyrics and outline are due. 

3. Prepare Lyrics & Outline Pre Work Assignment: Submit a copy of your song lyrics, a copy of the poem you select and a DETAILED outline of your presentation on _________.  Outline should be SO VERY detailed you could present directly from it.
4. Visual Aids: you will need several visuals for this presentation, but the most significant one is this.  

· Make a visual aid of at least regular poster size (2’x 3’) of your lyrics AND a graphic that illustrates the theme or meaning of the song.  Visual Aids are LARGE, and EASILY SEEN from across a room by your middle aged teacher who wears glasses). You may NOT cut out stuff off the computer for your poster.  Make a really cool poster by hand using markers, paper cut outs, drawing, collage-ing, tracing, and other fun things. (This will be a significant portion of your grade).  Poster should also include a key or legend that explains the poetic devices.  You can also include lines from the poem, if you wish.

· Your other visual aids will be of significant lines from each work, on one poster – see bullet 2, below.
5. Presentation: Present both song and poem to class (you will have a maximum of 10 minutes, due to time constraints) illuminating all the following:

· (.5 seconds) Give presentation a snappy title and begin with that and names of song/poems.

· (about 1 minute) Show a poster or visual aid that highlights key lines from both song and poem.

· (2-3 minutes) Show song lyrics poster (#4, above) and read it out loud to us, with expression and emotion, as a “poem”– (comparison poems will be reading homework, so no need to include these on your visual)

· (2-3 minutes) Discuss literal and figurative meaning of song – include tone, style, literary device, etc.; then do the same for poem.  

· (1- 2 minutes) Discuss poem as it relates to song, and why this is cool. You must quote at least 5 direct lines from poem while doing this, and these lines should also be included on your visual aid, above.

· (2-3 minutes) Share the song with us by playing it (on cd). 

· Finish your presentation by concluding: summarize what you just taught us and finish with a closing device (allusion, anecdote, quote, rhetorical question, whatever).  Leave us with something to think about.

How? (Grading):

Your grade for this presentation will consist of grades for each of the following:

1. Lyrics & Outline pre work assignment – on time, detailed, excellent
2. Presentation -- required elements (see #4, above), including effectiveness of visual aid, title, etc.
3. Visual Aids – are amazing, and follow all requirements, above.
4. Delivery Skills -- eye contact, posture, confidence, voice/ volume.  This is a serious presentation, so you should treat it as a professional thing – please stand up straight, avoid mumbling, gum, hair in face, and don’t be rumpled.  Get dressed for a change (some of you).
Lyric Outline and Pre-Work Assignment (#2, above)
Type answers to each of the below; one thoughtful, well-developed paragraph for each roman numeral.
Song Title: ______________________
Name of Artist/Band: _____________

Poem to present: (Title, Author)



Connection between poem/song: (describe____________________________________
I.  
WHAT does the song say?  That is, the surface meaning, not symbolic meaning.  Tell what happens in the song by telling its story.  Begin with:  “On the surface, this song. . .”

II.  
HOW does the song MEAN?  Here you analyze the song by writing down any and all significant poetic devices contained in the song.  You must also convey what they mean/ that is, how they are used and the poet’s reasoning for using them.  

(Pantheon of poetic devices)Figurative Language:  (remember Macbeth?)  Simile, metaphor, paradox, hyperbole, allusion, alliteration, assonance, symbolism, personification, imagery . . 

(Demi-Devices: Such as: repetition, format, rhyme, change in repeated line, etc.
III. 
WHAT does the song MEAN? (symbolically?)  Because songs/poems use the devices you talked about above, they often mean more than what they say on the surface.  Tell what the “below-the-surface” meaning or message is.  Start by explaining the title, and go on from there.
IV.   THE CONNECTION: Name the connection and explain how this song connects to the poem you are presenting.  Be specific, use lines from both to illustrate this.
IV.  
ATTACH a copy of the song’s complete lyrics and the poem to this analysis sheet when you submit it.  Sheets without lyrics will not be scored.

