Honors Odyssey Writing:
PART I. -- COMPARISONS
1a.  Make comparison of the film version to the original epic.  Be sure to list all similar episodes, their alignment with the original and the places in which they diverge.

1b. Discuss the main characters – how like Odysseus are they?  How unlike?  Are there any characters who are not the main character who possess some of Odysseus’ major qualities?  Is there a Penelope?  A Telemachus?  Athena?

PART II -- ANALYSIS
2.  Analyze three major episodes from the Odyssey and what they symbolize, or represent.  Why do you suppose this idea was one Homer chose to include in his epic?  How would this idea have been significant to the Greeks?  Are these ideas still held in high regard today, or have these ideas changed?  To what?

PART III -- REFLECTION
3.  It has been written and discussed and filmed beyond exhaustion (so why, then, do we keep buying these books and movie tickets?): Life is a journey.  Our books and films and folklore are filled with such wanderings.  Write about a time you journeyed, physically or figuratively, in search of something.  What obstacles blocked your passage?  What gods (friends, employers or family members) gave you the “blessing of a good wind?”.  What gods (friends, employers or family members) were your Poseidon, Polyphemus, etc?  As you tell your tale, be sure to include the framework of at least one episode from the Odyssey.  You may of course change details and names, as the Coen brothers did, but under it all, we’ll understand your tale and still recognize the original story.

You will want to emulate Homer’s style in some way in your essay.

You are allowed to be creative, but this is an essay, and must be in written, typed, double spaced form.  (Sorry, no interpretive dances, yet).

Maximum Length:  4 typed, d.s. pages.

Thank you.

