Honors English IV -- Course Syllabus

Mrs. Tate

Students in Honors IV are responsible for their own learning, always striving to improve their skill level. This means that the student is motivated to do an excellent job. Instructor will not coax or bribe students into learning, as it is assumed each is here because he or she loves literature, loves to write, loves language, and loves to discuss ideas. Eagerly, students in Honors IV are here to expand their love of literature, their skills and minds.
Reading List:
	Summer:
	

	Hamilton
	Mythology

	Hugo
	Les Miserables

	Various
	The Hero’s Journey – novel selections

	Semester I:
	Gods and Heroes -- Classics 101

	Homer
	The Odyssey

	Sophocles
	Oedipus Rex; Oedipus at Colonus; Antigone

	Euripides
	Medea



	
	Fathers of Literature -- Chaucer and Shakespeare

	Chaucer
	The Canterbury Tales – Selections

	Shakespeare
	Hamlet, Macbeth, Sonnets

	Stoppard
	Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead


	Semester II:
	The Growth of Fiction – The Modern Novel

	Voltaire
	Candide

	Austen

Brontë, E.
Brontë, C.
Shelley
Hardy
	Pride and Prejudice

Wuthering Heights
Jane Eyre
Frankenstein
The Mayor of Casterbridge

	Dickens
	Great Expectations

	
	Dreamers and Realists: Individualism in Literature

	The Romantic Poets
	Selected Romantic Poetry

	Various Authors
	Contemporary Poetry & Music

	Kafka
	“The Metamorphosis”

	Ibsen
Williams
	A Doll’s House
Streetcar Named Desire


Assignments:

Writing: 
Students will be expected to write both formal, multi-draft essays and in class essays of all types:  argumentative, autobiographic, creative, critical, and research paper. Students will write frequently, and a high percentage of student grades will be based on one’s writing. Successful students will write quite competently at the college level, with a solid understanding of structure, rhetoric device, audience and voice; exceptional students will do all of the above with style and flair, to the amazement of the instructor. Class writing groups will be used to assist the writing process.
Presentations, Projects and Class Participation: 
Students are expected to attend class regularly, be self motivated, and participate eagerly. Instructor will rarely lecture; instead, student generated lectures and presentations will enrich the class. Finally, students must demonstrate sincere commitment to and participation in class writing groups all year long.  At times, students may be given discussion grades based on willing participation.  All English Honors IV students are expected to work on their discussion skills all year long. If one is, by nature, a “speaker” than they are invited to speak often, but also learn how to listen more; those who are, by nature, “listeners” are also expected to consciously work on contributing frequently to the discussion.  Students who rarely or never speak up in class, greedily keeping all their great ideas to themselves, will not be successful in this class. Stretch your skills!  Step outside your comfort zone!
Tests:  
Tests will be scheduled on a “need to know” basis. Student assessment in Honors IV will focus on student writing, foremost, followed by presentations and projects, and participation in writing class and in class discussions and activities.

Please note:  Instructor may choose to make additions or deletions to this list at any time, pending changes in school schedule, acts of God, or life in general.


