Chaucer’s The Canterbury Tales
Honors English IV -- Tate

All work for this unit will be stamped on the date due.  Stamped work will be turned in together, in a “portfolio” at the end of the unit. See list that follows.
Assignments:

	Reading & Assignments:
	Due When?

	1. Print “Prologue” and bring to class.
http://www.librarius.com/cantales.html
2. Be sure to print the “side by side” translation – if it is not in two columns, it is only in the middle English, and you will not understand it!  Read the translation in the right hand column!  Be sure to print all the lines – 1-860.

	Friday, 11/4



	1. Listen to part of the prologue on line at: .  http://www.unc.edu/depts/chaucer/zatta/Zatta_Index.html.  This is for your own edification.  You will find the difference between Chaucer’s English and our own very interesting!
2. Explore the text in the original Middle English. See if you can read it!!!

3. Read the Prologue and take notes/highlight (tn&h)

	Tuesday, 11/8


	1. Prologue Presentations in class
	Tuesday, 11/8


	1. Print and read “The Wife of Bath’s Tale”, tn&h. (just the tale, not the prologue -- lines 863-1270 – at librarius.com/cantales.html)

2. Complete a  Pre-Discussion Journal for the WOB’s tale. (directions for Pre-discussion Journal on back side of this handout).

	Monday, 11/14

	1. Print & Read “The Knight’s Tale”, tn&h. 

2. Complete a  Pre-Discussion Journal for the Knight’s Tale.

	Wednesday, 11/16


	1. Original Prologues:  Groups of students will write their own original prologues (details in class, later) and will present them to the class during our in class feast at our own “Tabard-Northgate Inn.”  As was the case in Chaucer’s version, the tellers of the best tale will win a prize!
	Friday, 11/18


	There will be some limited extra credit opportunities – we will need some feast organizers to research and develop/provide appropriate food, music and artwork!
	


Please submit your final portfolio of stamped work in the following order:  1) Notes on prologue presentation; 2) Pre discussion journals (WOB first, then KT); Copy of group’s original prologue with your contributions highlighted; 4) highlighted, stamped copies of prologue, WOB’s and K’s tales.
Honors IV:  Pre-Discussion Journals 
Respond to each of the following items after reading each selection, above.  Your responses must be typed, and are expected to be thorough, thoughtful and honest. Please reference specific lines from the work for all numbers indicated with a *)

These Journals will be stamped on the due date, but collected all together, once we’ve finished reading the last selection.  They will be worth 25 points each!

1. Quote and describe three incidents of any of the following in the reading: metaphor, simile, satire, allusion.  How do they function within the work and why are they cool?
2. List three adjectives or nouns to describe the main character.  Then, explain how these are fitting by quoting things that they do and say that exemplify this.  

3. Describe the main character’s/protagonist’s (OR one character, as in the case of the Prologue to The Canterbury Tales), main realization regarding their situation.  When do they discover this, and what is their reaction? (If they don’t, discuss why they are blind to their own situation)

4. * Why does the main character react this way/have this opinion?
5. Describe your reaction to the main character’s situation/handling of situation.  Why do you feel this way?

6. Explain the main character’s family; are they supportive or not?  Why?  Do they contribute to the main character’s joy or sadness?

7. * Do you consider the conclusion triumphant, cathartic or hopeless?  Why? Explain using examples.  If you feel the conclusion does not fit in any of these categories, make  your own category, but be sure to explain how it fits the ending better.
