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	Students Create Thematic Newspapers!
· Walnut Creek:  Creativity and journalistic writing skills challenge lucky Northgate Students
By: Susan Writer
     At Northgate High School, students in Meredith Tate’s American Threads classes are galvanized by their book report assignment, a 3-4 page newspaper focusing on their American Authors/Theme book and the time period and themes those books demonstrate.
    While most teachers give students boring book reports to write that may include such trite and pedestrian elements as plot summaries and character descriptions, Tate’s students are assigned much more “dangerous” assignments that require deep thought, planning, and creativity.  Joe Student, a junior in Tate’s class loves his assignment, adding that “Mrs. Tate is the best teacher ever.”  Other students, including Dusty Bucket, also a junior, added that “Mrs. Tate should be paid seven bazillion dollars an hour.  She works so hard and coming to her class is always fun.  Not all students are as lucky as me.”
[image: image1.wmf]
A photo of the elusive Mrs. Tate taken by paparazzi.
The specifics of the newspaper are outlined in the next article.  Late passes are acceptable.  The elusive Mrs. Tate could not be reached for further comment.
	Requirements Explained!
Your paper must include all the following:
· Masthead: at the top of your newspaper.  Should clearly state the name of your book, theme category, your name, and date. (see sample, over)
· Must be formatted like a newspaper, in columns.* With multiple stories per page.
Items below must all be at least one column, single spaced in a 10-12 point font:
· An “interview” about a major character and event from novel.  You must use at least six direct quotes from this character, from the book.
· An historical feature article, detailing a significant social /political event present during the setting of the novel (not an event in novel, but an actual event that you will research).  This article must also use at least four direct quotes from book.
· A book reviews of your novel; can also be a book/movie comparison – some of these are great movies! 
· A letter to the editor that is a theme analysis (sample, over). 
The remaining pages of your paper will be comprised of the items below; all items must be related to the era\setting of your novel.
· Other “newspapery” information, such as: comics, horoscopes, sports, business, movies, advertisements, advice column, opinion column, food/recipe section, etc.
· At least three pictures or relevant graphics, with captions.  All on different pages.
· 3-4 pages, typed, formatted nicely, thoroughly proofread for errors.  Fill ALL the space.  Do not leave huge blocks of blank/white space on any page.
· Please consider CONTENT as well as CREATIVITY and COOOLNESS.  You must achieve both for an A.
*It is easier to do this in a table than in columns in Microsoft word.

See REQUIREMENTS, Page 2


REQUIREMENTS, from page 1
· What is a Masthead?  They look like this!
The Pioneer Picayune (title)

~ All the news of the new frontier ~ (theme)

Lonesome Dove, (book title)
 Texas

Volume 1


April 27, 2006

· Interview: do a prose (paragraphs, not Q &A) interview with one of the main characters from your book.  Use at least six direct quotes from book to give this character a voice. Read the San Francisco Chronicle’s Sunday Datebook or see sample from Mrs. Tate on how to do this.
· Letter to the Editor about Theme: Letters to the editor are usually in response to an article or to another, previous letter to the editor.  Your letter will be about a major theme of the book; expressing your opinion either for it or against it. Look at the editorial page of any newspaper to see how to write a letter to the editor.
· Historical Event Feature Article: This article is a feature (“front page news”) article about a real historical event relevant to the setting of your book.  You must use at least four direct quotes from characters in your book in this article as well as research an event for information. Look at any front page article from any paper on how to do this.  
· Book / Movie Review:  Take the role of critic and evaluate the book you read.  Include discussion of the following elements: plot, character and theme; author’s style and voice; overall likeability – or not of book.  If you review the movie, you must compare it the book and explain what was missing or added to film that made it a success or not.  Read book or movie reviews from the “Datebook” section of the San Francisco Chronicle or other newspaper or see sample from Mrs. Tate on how to do this
Your feature article, above, needs to begin with a lead sentence.

The lead sentence is one sentence that tells who, what, when, where and why whatever happened, happened.  Newspaper articles are sometimes compared to triangles – think ice cream cone – in that all the most relevant news comes first, at the beginning; other relevant but not essential articles come later.

Example: 

“Assembly Speaker Fabian Nunez announced legislation Thursday aimed at speeding up cable competition by allowing telephone companies to get state franchises for Internet Protocol TV, in hopes of driving down prices, luring investment and creating jobs statewide.”

· Who: Fabian Nunez

· What: announced legislation for internet protocol TV.

· When: Thursday

· Where: California

· Why: driving down prices, luring investment, creating jobs . . . 

· How: allowing state franchises

(from:  Marshall, Scott.  “Cable Backers Vow Lower Prices”. The Contra Costa 
Times. Walnut Creek, CA.  
Friday, April 7, 2006, p. A3.
Standards addressed: Reading 2.2; Literary Response & Analysis 3.1, 3.4(3); Writing 1.1., 1.3-4, 2.1, 2.2
