Senior Book Groups
Grading, Portfolio and Roles:
Overview

In a group of approximately 4-5, you will:

· Read and discuss your assigned book

· Create a weekly reading schedule for your group

· Choose a group role and carry out all duties & tasks assigned to you

· Complete weekly assignments (due every Wednesday) for your assigned group role

· Group role Assignments

· Weekly Socratic Questions

· Weekly Reflection

· Turn in all weekly assignments at the end of unit in a neat portfolio

· Teach & Present your novel to the class 

Grading:

Groups receive GROUP grades  weekly use of class time and discussions.
Individuals are graded on weekly assignments and will get their assignments for each week stamped every Wednesday.  Late passes are acceptable on the preceding Thursday.  Students will assemble all their work in a portfolio to be turned in and graded when groups finish presenting their assigned novel.
Individual Portfolios:

Assemble your portfolio in the assigned order, in a “three hole punch” folder.    Please do not turn in binders, slide lock report covers or loose file folders.  Item #1 will be the first page in your portfolio.  Portfolios not assembled in this order will be graded down.
1. Cover page:  Title of novel, your assigned group role, your name, class period

2. Week #1 Group role assignment (stamped)

3. Week #1 Socratic Questions (stamped)
4. Week #1 Reflection Log (stamped)

5. Week #2 Group role assignment (stamped)
6. Week #2 Socratic Questions (stamped)
7. Week #2 Reflection Log (stamped)

8. Week #3 Group role assignment  (stamped)

9. Week #3 Socratic Questions (stamped)
10. Week #3 Reflection Log (stamped)
Group Roles:

Each group member will take one of the roles below for the duration of the group novel assignment.  Individuals are responsible for their own work, and need to be prepared to disseminate their findings to group on group days – quizzes on the material will happen for WHOLE GROUP even if some group members fail to do their work.  Obviously, this is not good for group, so do your work!

Judge of Character (1-2)

Delving into the depths of each character, Judges are the psychologists of the group.  As the novel progresses, judge will track 3-5 characters, recording changes and additions of their character, as they occur in the novel and as evidenced in what each says.  Your goal is to show how each character changes, and how their actions and words OUTSIDE (as indicated by the text) illustrate this person INSIDE (or, in the case of some characters, how their actions OUTSIDE are the opposite of what they are INSIDE)  
· Weekly Assignment:  keep a neat log, organized by character name, of passages and events that contribute to the development or unraveling of each person.  Write out lines, with act/scene and line information, and be prepared to explain and discuss character growth/unraveling with group.  Please put each character on a separate page.  Each Judge of Character should work with the same characters throughout the novel.
Discussion Director : (1)

In addition to “managing” the group meetings and discussions during the planning and presentation phase of this project, DD’s relay the most significant movements of the plot. What do we need to know about the act/scene?  What events should readers examine at greater length?  Why?    What new information is revealed?  

· Weekly assignment: 1).  Write a 1 -2 paragraph summary each chapter as a whole.  Do not copy from the book.  2). Choose 3-5 lines from each chapter that summarize the action.  Write these out together, with a snappy title at the top for each summarized chapter.   Label each group of lines by chapter and page number.  
Illustrators (1 )
Each Illustrator will, obviously, illustrate scenes from the novel.  Artwork can utilize any medium except computer clip art.  Draw, paint, collage, sculpt, make foil dioramas, whatever.  Bring the scenes alive for your group.  Artwork must be meaningful and created with serious intent.  Illustrators must create artwork for every 25 pages of text.  
· Weekly Assignment: Following the reading schedule made by group, draw one illustration of a significant even or moment for each 25 pages you read.   Label each illustration with chapter and page information, and add a key line from the text that enhances the artwork.  Each illustrator must draw at least three pictures a week, so if your reading schedule calls for reading fewer than 75 pages, too bad.  Three pictures, please.
Theme-ologists (1)
Theme-ologists are the archeologists of the group.  As the novel progresses, themologists will track and update the development of 3-4 themes from the novel.  These will be things evident from the early scenes. 
· Weekly Assignment:  keep a neat log, organized by theme, of passages and events that contribute to the unraveling or development of each theme.  Write out at least 10 lines per week with act/scene and line information (ten lines are good, more are better).   Be prepared to explain the developing themes to your group and teacher.  Each Themeologist should work with the same themes throughout the novel, and entries for different themes should be on separate pages.
Wordsmiths: (1)

Find passages in each scene that demonstrate and/or utilize literary devices (see devices handout).  Be sure you understand the device and the examples and can explain both to group and teacher.  See senior page of website for a helpful poetic devices handout.
· Weekly Assignment:  Each Wordsmith should work with the same devices throughout the novel.  Write a device by device breakdown of all lines you find demonstrating various poetic devices.  Write out whole lines of examples, don’t abbreviate or summarize.  Please list examples of each device on separate sheets of paper – that is, all metaphors on one page, all allusions on another – and note the chapter and page information in the left hand margin of each page.  
Final Presentation
After reading & discussing your novel, your group, now experts on your novel, will have one class period (50 minutes) to teach your novel to the class.  Your presentation must flow smoothly, without breaks, and wills demonstrate effective group planning, collaboration and knowledge. All group members must have an active planning and presenting role in the presentation, which will have both the following parts:

1. 7 Elements of Literature:  (20-25 minutes) Each group member will participate in teaching the “7 Elements” of your novel to the class:  exposition, rising & falling action, climax, resolution and theme.  (okay, that is really just six elements, but you’ll cover plot in the process of telling us the rest).  This part of the presentation must include helpful, visible visual aids, and you must discuss at least five significant passages from the text, which must also be made clear to the class via visual aid.
2. Interpretation: (20-25 minutes) For the second half of your presentation, your group will “re-interpret” and condense the novel into something short and interesting, but just as rich as the original.  You will need to abbreviate the story, but you may not eliminate any major characters or events.  You will also need to include the same 5 quotes used in the first part of your presentation.  Groups may choose to retell your novel in the following formats:
· Video/documentary

· Board Game based on novel’s themes

· One Act Play

· Other fascinating format of your creation (pending Tate’s approval)

